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Auction  Action 


Art  lovers  flock 
to  Electric  City 

The  Electric  City  is  brimming  with  western  art 
March  14-18,  as  artists  and  patrons  converge  for 
the  39th  annual  C.M.  Russell  Auction  and  a  slew  of 
other  art-related  events. 

•  C.M.  Russell  Auction,  March  14-18  at  the  Heri¬ 

tage  Inn:  Art  patrons  flock  to  “the  biggest  bash  in 
the  western  art  world,"  hosted  by  the  Great  Falls 
Advertising 
Federation 
as  a  benefit 
for  the  C.M. 

Russell 
Museum.  The 
39th  annual 
event  gets 
underway 
Wednesday, 

March  14, 
with  the 
grand  open¬ 
ing  of  the 
Exhibit  Room 
and  Charlie’s 
Birthday  Par¬ 
ty  and  Dance, 

7-10  p.m.  On 
Thursday,  preview  auction  art  10  a.m.-5  p.m.  at 
the  C.M.  Russell  Museum,  followed  by  a  recep¬ 
tion  and  the  Russell  Roundup,  a  fixed-price  wall 
sale,  5-7  p.m.  The  museum  also  hosts  auction  art 
previews  10  a.m.-2  p.m.  Friday  and  Saturday. 

A  free  seminar  is  on  tap  at  2  p.m.  Friday,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  quick  draw  and  reception  at  5: 15 
p.m.,  and  the  first  Russell  Auction  at  7  p.m.  The 
“Artists  and  Authors  Autograph  Party”  begins  at 
1 1  a.m.  Saturday,  followed  by  Blackfeet  Indian 
dancing  at  1  p.m.;  and  a  free  seminar  at  2  p.m. 
Another  quick  draw  begins  at  5:15  p.m.  with  the 
final  auction  7-10  p.m.  Exhibit  rooms  are  open 
11  a.m.-3  p.m.  Sunday  with  free  admission. 

Call  800-803-3351  or  406-761-6453,  or  visit 
www.gfaf.com. 

•  Native  American  Art  Show,  March  15-18  at  the 

Mansfield  Convention  Center:  The  Great  Falls 
Native  American  Art  Association  is  sponsoring 
its  25th  anniversary  juried  show  of  works  by 
enrolled  tribal  members  or  tribally  recognized 
descendants.  On  Saturday,  a  program  of  presen¬ 
tations  and  awards,  featuring  Native  American 
dancers,  begins  at  2  p.m.  with  the  Running  Buf¬ 
falo  Dinner  1-5  p.m.  (or  until  food  runs  out)  and 
performances  by  the  Rough  Riders  Band  in  the 
afternoon  and  evening.  The  family  of  deceased 
artist  Alden  Archambault  is  supporting  a  special 
Alden  Archambault  Fine  Art  award.  The  Great 
Falls  Native  American  Art  Association  continues 
to  seek  artist  participation  and  financial  support¬ 
ers  for  this  event;  call  406-761-6251. 


Midori  visits  Great  Falls 

World-class  violinist  Midori  will  spend  a  week  in 
Great  Falls  March  26-3 1 ,  for  a  residency  and  perfor¬ 
mances  with  the  Great  Falls  Symphony  and  its  Regional 
Youth  Orchestra.  The  artist  performs  March  3 1  as 
part  of  the  symphony’s  World  Artist  Series,  which  has 
brought  such  notable  artists  as  cel¬ 
list  Yo-Yo  Ma  and  violinist  Itzhak 
Perlman  to  Great  Falls. 

This  visit  is  made  possible 
through  Midori’s  Orchestra  Resi¬ 
dencies  Program,  a  special  project 
which  aims  to  strengthen  the  ties 
of  the  American  youth  orchestra  to 
its  local  adult  orchestra,  as  well  as 
build  relationships  with  performers, 
staff  and  the  community-at-large. 

The  program  selects  only  two  U.S. 
orchestras  each  year  to  participate 
in  these  coveted  residencies  through 
a  competitive  application  process. 

While  in  Great  Falls,  Midori  will 
keep  a  busy  schedule,  rehearsing 
and  coaching  the  symphony’s  Re¬ 
gional  Youth  Orchestra,  conducting 
workshops  in  the  Great  Falls  Public 
Schools,  presenting  a  master  class 
for  string  players  from  across  the 
state  and  meeting  with  community 
leaders  to  discuss  critical  issues  in  music  education. 

She’ll  also  perform  three  concerts: 

•  The  first  is  a  student  matinee  with  admission  by 
reservation  only  for  Great  Falls  Public  Schools  as  well 


for  residency,  concerts 

as  string  students  from  across  the  state. 

•  The  second  is  a  public  concert  at  7:30  p.m.  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  March  29,  at  the  Civic  Center  Mansfield 
Theater.  Midori  is  the  special  guest  for  the  Regional 
Youth  Orchestra  concert,  performing  a  movement  from 
the  Mendelssohn  Violin  Concerto  with 
the  young  musicians. 

•  The  finale  of  the  residency  is  a 
performance  with  the  Great  Falls 
Symphony  on  Saturday  evening, 
March  3 1 .  The  first  half  of  the  concert 
also  features  the  recent  winners  of  the 
Montana  Association  of  Symphony 
Orchestra’s  Young  Artist  Competi¬ 
tion.  The  second  half  of  the  concert 
features  Midori  with  the  orchestra  in 
the  Beethoven  Violin  Concerto  in  D 
Major.  The  evening  is  topped  off  with 
an  elegant  reception  hosted  by  the 
Great  Falls  Symphony. 

Tickets,  priced  at  $40-$60,  are  still 
available  for  the  gala  concert  with 
the  Great  Falls  Symphony  on  March 
3 1 .  Tickets  for  the  Youth  Orchestra 
concert  are  also  available  for  $  1 0 
all  seats.  To  reserve  tickets,  visit  the 
Civic  Center  Mansfield  Box  Office 
in  the  convention  center,  or  order  by 
phone  at  406-455-8514  or  online  at  ticketing.ci.great- 
falls.mt.us 

For  more  information  on  any  aspect  of  the  residency, 
call  the  Great  Falls  Symphony  at  406-453-4102. 


Governor's  Humanities  Awards  announced 


The  Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities 
recently  announced  the  2007  Montana  Governor’s 
Humanities  Award  winners. 

Established  by  Gov.  Marc  Racicot  in  1995,  the 
awards  honor  achievement  in  humanities  scholarship 
and  service  and  enhancement  of  public  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  the  humanities. 

Recipients  will  be  honored  during  a  ceremony 
with  Gov.  Brian  Schweitzer  at  3:30  p.m.  Thursday, 
March  1,  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda  in  Helena.  The  2007 
honorees  are: 

•  Rose  Marie  Goetz  Aus  of  Glendive.  A  member 
of  MCH  from  1989-1992,  Aus  has,  for  decades,  been 
one  of  the  most  effective  advocates  of  the  humanities 
in  eastern  Montana. 

She  served  as  a  member  of  the  English/Humanities 
faculty  at  Dawson  Community  College  in  Glendive 
for  more  than  25  years,  and,  both  before  and  since 
her  retirement  from  teaching,  has  worked  constantly 
as  a  reading  and  discussion  leader  for  MCH’s  Open- 
Book  program  (logging  thousands  of  miles  traveling 
between  Glendive,  Miles  City,  Baker,  Plentywood, 
Prayer  Lodge,  Broadus  and  other  towns).  She’s  also 
been  the  driving  force  behind  many  other  humanities 
programs  in  the  area. 

•  Marvin  Granger  of  Billings.  As  the  general  man¬ 
ager  and  program  director  of  Yellowstone  Public  Ra¬ 
dio,  a  position  he  recently  retired  from  after  22  years. 
Granger  has  created  an  array  of  programming  that 


Marvin  Granger  of  Billings  is  among  this  year's 
recipients  of  the  Governor’s  Humanities  Awards. 


includes  public  affairs,  philosophy,  history,  sociology, 
music,  literature  and  other  humanities  disciplines. 

During  a  career  spanning  four  decades,  he  has 
worked  in  production  and  management  positions  at 
National  Public  Radio  stations  in  five  states,  including 
Montana,  Minnesota,  New  York,  Michigan  and  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  continues  bringing  the  humanities  and 
civic  discourse  to  the  airwaves  as  a  part-time  program 
producer  at  YPR,  creating  the  kind  of  radio  he  has 
made  a  staple  in  Montana  -  in-depth  looks  at  issues  of 
vital  public  concern,  with  audience  participation. 


See  Humanities  Awards  on  page  5 
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“My  Brother”  by  C.M.  Russell 
is  among  the  works  included 
in  this  year's  C.M.  Russell 
Auction. 


Midori  headlines  three  concerts 
and  works  with  students  from 
around  the  state  March  26-31. 


See  Auction  Action  on  page  5 
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New  West 
launches 
events 
calendars 

New  West 
Publishing  LLC, 
publisher  of  the 
award-winning 
NewWest. 

Net,  launched 
interactive  event 
calendars  in  six 
cities  across  the 
Rocky  Mountain 
West  in  January, 
including 
Missoula  and 
Bozeman. 

The  calendars 
are  designed 
to  serve  as 
comprehensive 
guides  to 
happenings  in 
each  city,  and 
enable  anyone 
to  post  their 
own  events  and 
search  for  events 
of  interest. 

The  calendars, 
which  are  free 
to  use,  were 
also  created  for 
Salt  Lake  City, 

UT,  Boise,  ID, 
Boulder,  CO,  and 
Albuquerque, 

NM,  with 
additional  cities 
to  be  added  in 
coming  months. 

New  West 
has  hired 
Colin  Hickey, 
a  Missoula 
musician 
and  web 
entrepreneur, 
to  spearhead 
its  calendar 
efforts.  Hickey,  a 
Wyoming  native 
with  ties  across 
the  region,  will 
post  events 
himself  and  help 
the  community 
make  the  most  of 
the  calendars. 

Check  out 
the  Montana 
calendars 
at  www. 

MissoulaEvents. 
net  or  www. 
BozemanEvents. 
net. 
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Legislative  update  and  cocktail  chit-chat 


MAC  budget  hearings  go  well 

We'll,  we’re  in  the  thick  of  it  here  in  Helena 
as  the  legislative  session  begins  to  heat  up.  The 
Montana  Arts  Council’s  House  Bill  2  budget 
hearings  were  held  in  early  January,  and  they 
went  very  well. 

The  governor’s  proposals  for  the  arts  council 
passed  unanimously.  This  includes  $20,000 
for  arts  education  grants,  $20,000  for  technical 
support  and  a  one-time-only  appropriation  of 
$73,000  for  the  agency’s  database  conversion 
(which  is  desperately  needed.) 

The  arts  council  wishes  to  warmly  thank  the 
legislators  serving  on  the  education  subcom¬ 
mittee  who  approved  the  governor’s  request. 
These  are:  Rep.  Jack  Wells  of  Bozeman,  who 
chairs  the  committee,  Vice-Chairman  Sen. 

Bob  Hawks  of  Bozeman,  Rep.  Eve  Franklin  of 
Great  Falls,  Rep.  Bill  Glaser  of  Huntley,  Sen. 
Dave  Lewis  of  Helena  and  Sen.  Dave  Wanzen- 
ried  of  Missoula. 

The  budget  goes  on  to  House  Appropriations 
in  early  March,  then  to  the  full  House,  after  that 
to  the  Senate  Finance  and  Claims  committee 
and  finally  to  the  full  Senate.  It  will  end  up  in 
Free  Conference  committee  at  the  end  of  April, 
where  all  the  final  details  will  be  ironed  out. 

Cultural  Trus}  grants 

Cultural  Trust  grant  applicants  begin  lining 
up  in  mid-February  for  two  days  of  hearings. 
There  were  102  Cultural  Trust  applicants,  80  of 
which  received  recommendations  for  funding 
from  the  16-member  Cultural  and  Aesthetics 
Citizen  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee.  All  applicants 
have  an  opportunity  to 
testify  during  a  two- 
day  hearing  on  House 
Bill  9,  Feb.  12-13  in  the 
Long-Range  Planning 
committee.  Each  grantee 
speaks  about  how  Mon¬ 
tanans  benefit  from  their 
programs,  what  the  grant 
funding  will  do,  and  why 
it’s  so  important  for  their 
organization  and  their 
community. 

These  are  enormously  compelling  hear¬ 
ings.  One  cannot  imagine  the  breadth  and  depth 
of  artistic,  cultural,  and  historic  creativity  that 
goes  into  these  grantees’  programs  from  every 
comer  of  the  state,  and  the  type  of  people  in 
communities  who  believe  this  is  important. 

This  is  not  just  a  time  for  artists  and  arts  ad¬ 
ministrators,  but  we  also  see  parents,  children, 
business  owners,  economic  developers,  mayors 
and  even  other  legislators  testifying  about  the 
benefits  of  these  grants.  It  is  so  rewarding  to  see 
so  many  people  involved  in  so  many  programs 
that  make  Montana  such  a  fine  place  to  call 
home. 

It  is  the  testimony  of  the  grantees  that  have 
swayed  many  a  legislator  to  come  to  an  under¬ 
standing  about  just  how  important  this  grant 
program  is.  Although  the  arts  council  has  no 
purview  over  the  decision-making  on  any  of  the 
grants  (legislators  actually  make  all  the  funding 
decisions),  it  is  heart-warming  to  see  all  the 
applicants  and  their  advocates  as  they  come  to 
town  to  make  their  case. 

Kristin  Han  Burgoyne,  our  grants  director, 
and  Carleen  Layne,  our  accountant,  staff  these 
hearings  for  the  Legislature.  Legislators  tell 
us  repeatedly  that  we  help  run  one  of  the  best 
hearings  of  the  entire  session.  Even  legislators 
who  have  opposed  funding  of  the  bill  in  the 
past  have  told  us  that  they  think  that  state  gov¬ 
ernment  would  be  a  lot  better  off  if  it  was  run 
like  the  arts  council  handles  these  hearings. 

Rep.  Dave  Kasten  returns  to  chair  the 
Long-Range  Planning  committee  that  hears 
the  grants.  He’s  joined  by  Sen.  Mike  Cooney 
of  Helena  (who  serves  as  vice-chairman),  Sen. 
Greg  Barkus  of  Kalispell,  Sen.  John  Bruegge- 
man  of  Poison,  Rep.  Tim  Callahan  of  Great 
Falls,  Sen.  Trudi  Schmidt  of  Great  Falls  and 
Rep.  John  Sinrud  of  Bozeman. 


Another  Cultural  Trust-related  bill 

There  is  also  another  bill  that  benefits  the 
Cultural  Trust  -  Senate  Bill  284,  sponsored  by 
Sen.  Lynda  Bourque-Moss  of  Billings.  This 
bill  would  re-allocate  a  portion  of  the  bed  tax 
to  tourism-related  groups  and  “sense  of  place” 
partners,  which  include  the  Cultural  Trust,  the 
Historical  Society,  Virginia  City  and  others. 

It  allocates  $750,000  per  year  in  bed  tax  to 
the  Cultural  Trust.  This  amount  is  comparable  to 
the  amount  Governor  Schweitzer  included  in  his 
budget  for  FY  2008-2009.  In  SB  284,  however, 
the  allocation  would  be  ongoing  rather  than  a 
one-time-only  as  it  is  in  Governor  Schweitzer’s 
bill. 

The  state  collects  a  seven-percent  bed  tax. 
Four  percent  goes  to  Montana  Promotions  for 
tourism-related  programs  in  the  state.  Three 
percent  goes  into  the  general  fund,  an  action  that 
began  several  years  ago  when  we  had  the  state 
budget  crisis.  SB  284  targets  the  three  percent 
going  to  the  general  fund. 

Proponents  for  the  bill  state  that  there  will  be 
increased  tax  revenue  from  an  increase  in  tour¬ 
ism  that  is  caused  by  bigger  promotion  budgets 
funded  through  this  bill.  This  increased  tax 
revenue  would  offset  the  cost. 

Opponents  answer  that  the  state  needs  to  keep 
its  spending  in  its  current  priority  areas  -  educa¬ 
tion,  healthcare  and  prisons  (some  call  it  “educa¬ 
tion,  medication  and  incarceration”).  A  hearing 
on  this  bill  was  held  Feb.  6  and  no  action  has 
been  taken  on  it  yet  as  we  go  to  press. 

Other  legislative 
matters 

On  other  legisla¬ 
tive  fronts,  the  “tax 
credit  bill”  -  SB 
150  -  passed  out  of 
the  Senate  50-0  and 
will  go  to  the  House 
in  March.  This  bill 
extends  through  2013 
the  tax  credit  that  has 
benefited  so  many 
nonprofit  cultural 
organizations  through¬ 
out  the  years. 

The  arts  council  is  also  working  to  get  per¬ 
mission  to  provide  funding  for  official  business 
conducted  by  the  state  poet  laureate,  including 
grant  support  for  organizations  to  help  fund 
visits  by  the  poet  laureate. 

When  the  legislation  was  originally  drafted  by 
legislators  two  years  ago,  there  was  a  stipulation 
in  it  that  no  state  funding  be  used  for  the  posi¬ 
tion.  I  want  to  clarify  that  the  arts  council  is  most 
concerned  that  artists  be  paid  for  their  work,  and 
we  are  working  with  the  bill’s  former  sponsors  to 
change  the  law  so  that  funding  can  be  allocated 
for  readings  and  such.  I’m  sure  it  was  never  the 
intent  of  legislators  for  this  not  to  happen  (or 
that’s  my  best  guess  at  least).  Rep.  Robin  Ham¬ 
ilton  will  be  carrying  the  bill  that  cleans  this  up. 
and  we’re  not  expecting  a  problem  with  it. 

There  are  many  historic  preservation  bills  that 
are  coming  up  which  relate  to  cultural  tourism, 
so  we’re  watching  those  too. 

Website  for  legislative  updates 

Here  is  a  web  link  so  you  can  find  most  of  the 
bills  that  relate  to  arts  and  culture:  laws.leg.state. 
mt.us/pls/laws07/law0203w$.startup.  When  you 
get  there,  go  into  the  little  box  area  that  offers 
you  “Subjects”  and  click  on  “Arts  and  Antiqui¬ 
ties.”  That  will  get  you  to  cultural  listings. 

There  are  many  customers  lining  up  to  ask  for 
a  share  in  the  state’s  rosy  financial  picture.  We 
can  be  sure  that  cultural  advocates  will  be  there 
too. 

Cocktail  chit-chat 

My  favorite  and  finest  teacher  is  a  man 
named  Bill  Raoul  in  Missoula.  He  taught  me 
stagecraft  at  The  University  of  Montana.  Many 
of  our  readers  know  him  from  his  radio  pro¬ 


To  find  most  of  the  bills 
that  relate  to  arts  and 
culture,  go  to  laws. leg. 
state,  mt.  us/pls/laws07/ 
Iaw0203w$. startup  and 
under  "Subjects"  click  on 
"Arts  and  Antiquities." 


grams  on  KUFM,  normally  focused  on  classical 
music. 

The  man  is  not  only  a  genius,  but  he's  im¬ 
mensely  amusing  as  well.  He  always  gave  us 
juicy  bits  of  interesting  information  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  theater  during  our  stagecraft 
class.  With  a  glint  in  his  eye,  and  a  pregnant 
pause,  we  knew  that  “cocktail  chit-chat”  was 
coming. 

I  recently  heard  a  fabulous  futurist  speak 
named  Andrew  Zolli,  whose  firm  is  Z+  Partners 
in  Brooklyn.  Mr  Zolli  was  by  far  the  finest  futur¬ 
ist  I’ve  heard  speak,  and  he’s  one  of  the  finest 
speakers  I’ve  heard  on  any  subject.  His  company 
helps  global  companies  and  institutions  see,  un¬ 
derstand  and  respond  to  complex  change. 

He  is  a  fellow  at  the  National  Geographic 
Society,  where  he  is  leading  development  of  a 
global  initiative  to  envision  new  scenarios  for  life 
in  2040-2050.  He  has  served  as  Futurist-in-Resi- 
dence  at  Popular  Science  and  American  Demo¬ 
graphics,  among  many  other  prestigious  credits. 
He  also  serves  on  the  board  of  the  Brooklyn 
Academy  of  Music.  If  anyone  is  looking  for  an 
international-level  keynote  speaker,  this  is  your 
man. 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  he  had  to  say, 
which  make  for  provoking  thought.  And  some 
are  equally  delectable  as  cocktail  chit-chat.  (I 
wish  I  had  his  entire  presentation.  Since  I  don’t, 
I’m  sharing  some  of  my  notes.) 

Mr.  Zolli  believes  that  there  are  going  to  be 
three  things  that  will  change  the  world  in  the  next 
50  years: 

1)  Demographics. 

The  US  is  going  to  see  growth  of  40-45%  in 
the  next  50  years.  There  are  going  to  be  many 
more  old  people  and  many  more  young  people. 
But  there  are  going  to  be  far  fewer  people  in 
midlife  at  the  peak  of  their  earning  to  support 
the  young  and  the  old.  This  is  going  to  cause 
enormous  change.  Sixty-five  to  eighty  percent  of 
discretionary  income  in  the  country  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  people  60-80  years  old. 

Gen  X-ers  are  going  to  be  promoted  very 
quickly  because  there  won’t  be  as  many  people 
in  middle  management  due  to  the  lack  of  middle- 

aged  people.  A  lot  more  older  people  are  going  to 
be  working  for  younger  people. 

Residents  in  Florida  are  outliving  their  retire¬ 
ment  income.  More  people  over  85  are  mov¬ 
ing  out  of  Florida  than  are  moving  into  Florida 
because  they  can  no  longer  afford  to  live  there. 
They  have  to  move  home  to  live  with  their  chil¬ 
dren.  They  have  run  out  of  their  nest  eggs. 

By  2025,  43  percent  of  the  country’s  growth 
will  be  in  the  South  and  the  West,  specifically. 
Within  the  next  50  years,  families  are  going  to  be 
living  multi-generationally,  like  they  did  at  the 
turn  of  the  century  or  as  they  do  in  many  other 
countries  around  the  world.  It  will  not  be  uncom¬ 
mon  for  four  generations  to  live  together  under 
one  roof.  People  who  are  under  age  25  now  will 
spend  more  years  taking  care  of  their  parents 
than  the  time  it  took  their  parents  to  raise  them. 

Arni’s  Addendum  continues  on  page  4 
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Council  and  produced  by  Lively  Times. 

State  of  the  Arts  welcomes  submis¬ 
sions  of  photographs,  press  releases 
and  newsworthy  information  from  indi¬ 
vidual  artists  and  arts  organizations. 

Please  check  with  the  Montana  Arts 
Council  for  reprint  permission. 

Deadline:  The  deadline  for  submis¬ 
sions  is  April  1 , 2007,  for  the  May/June 
2007  issue.  Send  items  to:  Montana 
Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201,  Helena, 
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fax  406-444-6548  or  e-mail  mac@mt. 
gov. 

Subscriptions:  State  of  the  Arts  is 
available  free  of  charge  to  Montana 
residents  as  a  public  service  of  the 
Montana  Arts  Council.  To  subscribe, 
please  call  406-444-6430,  or  update 
or  sign-up  online  at  www.art.mt.gov 
Out-of-state  subscriptions  at  $1 5  per 
year  are  welcome  -  mail  your  check 
to  the  Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box 
202201,  Helena,  MT  59620. 
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Congrats  to. 


Helena  ceramist  Sarah  Jaeger, 
who  was  named  a  2006  USA 
Target  Fellow  and  is  among -five 
artists  who  received  $50,000  fel¬ 
lowships  in  Crafts  and  Tradition. 

Jaeger  was  recognized  “as  one  of 
the  leading  studio  potters  in  the 
country.  Her  attention  to  form 
and  use  of  sumptuous  glazes  in 
her  staunchly  utilitarian  ware 
invite  touch  and  use,  integrating  a 
sensual  aesthetic  experience  into 
the  everyday.”  The  graduate  of 
Harvard  University  and  the  Kan¬ 
sas  City  Art  Institute  has  taught  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  Lincoln, 
New  York  State  College  of  Ceramics  at  Alfred  and  Pomona  College.  The 
recipient  of  an  artist  fellowship  from  the  Montana  Arts  Council,  Jaeger 
was  also  a  board  member  of  the  Archie  Bray  Foundation  for  more  than  10 
years. 


Ceramic  container  by  Sarah  Jaeger 
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Montana  State  University  professor 
Robert  W.  Rydell,  whose  book,  Buf¬ 
falo  Bill  in  Bologna:  The  Americaniza¬ 
tion  of  the  World,  1869-1922,  co-writ¬ 
ten  with  Dutch  author  Rob  Kroes, 
was  nominated  for  the  2006  Pulitzer 
Prize  and  received  the  2006  Ray  and 
Pat  Browne  Award  from  the  Popular 
Culture  Association  for  the  Best  Book 
by  Multiple  Authors.  Published  in  2005 
by  the  University  of  Chicago  Press, 
the  book  reveals  that  the  process  of 
globalizing  American  mass  culture 
began  as  early  as  the  mid-nineteenth 
century.  Rydell  and  Kroes  narrate  how 
the  circuses,  amusement  parks,  vaude¬ 
ville,  mail-order  catalogs,  dime  novels, 
and  movies  developed  after  the  Civil 
War  -  tools  central  to  hastening  the 
reconstruction  of  the  country  -  actu¬ 
ally  doubled  as  agents  of  American 
cultural  diplomacy  abroad.  ‘This  slim 
yet  substantive  volume  will  intrigue  and  enlighten  the  casual  reader  ...  A 
gratifying  entry  into  the  marketplace  of  ideas,”  writes  Library  Journal. 


Buffalo  Bill  in  Bologna 
by  Robert  W.  Rydell  and  Rob 
Kroes 


Missoula  author  Dorothy  Patent,  who  won  a  Mountains/Plains  Book¬ 
sellers  Award  for  The  Buffalo  and  the  Indians:  A  Shared  Destiny,  and 
three  Montana  writers  who  claimed  Pacific  Northwest  Booksellers’  Book 
Awards:  Ivan  Doig  for  The  Whistling  Season ;  David  James  Duncan  for 
God  Laughs  and  Plays:  Churchless  Sermons  in  Response  to  the  Preach¬ 
ments  of  the  Fundamentalist  Right ;  and  Greg  Mortenson  for  Three  Cups 
of  Tea:  One  Man  !s  Mission  to  Promote  Peace  ...  One  School  at  a  Time 
(written  with  award-winning  journalist  David  Oliver  Relin),  which  was 
also  named  2006  Asia  Book  of  the  Year  by  TIME  Magazine. 


Bozeman  writer  Greg  Owens,  for  recent  successes 
in  both  literature  and  drama.  His  play  “Home  Front” 
was  published  by  Broadway  Play  Publishing;  award¬ 
winning  actress  Mercedes  Ruehl  directed  a  staged 
reading  of  his  play.  “The  Life  and  Times  of  Tulsa 
Lovechild,"  in  New  York;  and  some  short  plays  were 
produced  by  Subverse  Theatre  in  London.  His  chil¬ 
dren’s  book,  Rupert  the  Wrong-Word  Pirate,  received  a 
2006  National  Parents  Publications  Award;  and  History 
and  Activities  of  Ancient  Greece  was  published  by 
the  Heinemann  Library  in  the  United  States,  UK,  and 
Australia.  Also  in  2006,  Owens  wrote,  directed  and 
designed  sound  and  music  for  the  new  Vigilante  The¬ 
atre  Company  musical  comedy,  “Murder  at  the  Lone 
Wolf  Ranch”;  he  also  directed  a  production  of  his  play, 
“The  Queen  of  Bakersfield  and  Other  Tales  of  Dust  and 
Moonlight,”  at  the  Blue  Slipper  Theatre  in  Livingston. 


“Hide  and  Seek”  by  Suzanne  Truman 


Greg  Owens 


Billings  author  T.L.  Hines,  whose  supernatural  thriller  Waking  Laza¬ 
rus  was  selected  by  the  editors  of  Library  Journal  as  one  of  the  “Top  25 
Genre  Novels  of  2006”  in  its  January  issue.  In  picking  Waking  Lazarus  for 
its  11th  annual  list  of  best  genre  fiction,  the  editors  called  the  book  “super¬ 
natural  suspense  that  pushes  the  envelope.”  The  novel,  along  with  other 
books  on  the  Library  Journal  “Best  of’  list,  was  selected  from  more  than 
7,500  works  reviewed  by  the  publication  in  2006  and  was  one  of  only 
five  novels  in  the  “Christian  Fiction”  genre,  and  among  only  three  debut 
efforts.  Hines  has  also  received  national  attention  for  his  unique  market¬ 
ing  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  book;  he  enlisted  more 
than  400  “Volunteer  Publicists”  at  his  website  to  help 
build  word  of  mouth,  which  generated  a  feature  story 
in  Publishers  Weekly,  as  well  as  other  national  and 
regional  publications. 


Helena  artist  George  McCauley,  who  has  been 
invited  by  the  Chinese  government  to  personally 
accompany  several  of  his  pieces  to  an  international 
teapot  show  based  around  the  Year  of  the  Pig.  He 
was  first  asked  to  contribute  work  to  the  January 
exhibition  several  months  ago  by  ceramist  Jeng-daw 
Hwang,  who  has  written  a  soon-to-be  published 
article  about  McCauley.  Hwang  himself  is  a  noted 


teapot  artist  from  Taiwan  and  works  with  the  Shanghai  Arts  and  Crafts 
Center.  McCauley  has  been  working  in  ceramics  for  over  35  years  and 
has  exhibited  his  work  and  taught  throughout  the  country.  He  came  to 
Helena  by  way  of  the  Archie  Bray  Foundation,  as  many  local  potters 

do.  Instantly  recognizable,  his  functional  ceramics  are  known  for 
their  painterly  touch.  Since  he’s  making  such  a  big  trip,  McCau¬ 
ley  plans  to  stay  another  week  in  China  on  his  own  dime.  His 
plans  include  a  pilgrimage  to  a  nearby  town,  known  as  the  teapot 
capital  of  the  world,  and  presenting  a  slideshow  of  his  work. 
McCauley  is  also  a  sculptor  and  moves  freely  between  func¬ 
tional  and  nonfunctional  work.  His  most  recent  exhibition  at  the 
Paris  Gibson  Square  in  Great  Falls  was  a  collection  of  sculptures 
inspired  by  his  personal  history  and  Greek  heritage. 

-  from  the  Helena  Independent  Record  (Jan.  11,  2006) 

Gardiner  sculptor  George  Bumann,  whose  bison  sculpture 
“Unyielding”  is  on  display  through  May  13  at  the  National  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Wildlife  Art  in  Jackson  Hole,  WY,  as  part  of  the  “New 
Acquisitions”  show  and  is  part  of  the  museum’s  permanent  collection. 

Lewistown-area  sculptor  C.  Kuzma,  whose  work  was  included  in  an 
invitational  wildlife  exhibit,  Nov.  1-30,  2006,  at  Seaside  Art  Gallery  in 
Outer  Banks,  NC.  The  display  included  several  of  her  limited-edition 
bronzes,  including  “Yellowstone  Serenade”  and  “Montana  Fisherman.” 
Her  bronze,  “And  to  some  He  gave  wings,”  was  on  display  at  equine 
venues  around  the  state  in  2006  as  the  featured  work  for  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Horse 
Sanctuary’s 
year-long 
fundraising 
raffle. 

Bozeman 
artist  Suzanne 
Truman, 
whose  con¬ 
temporary  paintings  in  both  encaustic  and  oil/cold  wax  have  gained 
additional  representation  at  the  Fay  Gold  Gallery,  in  Atlanta,  GA;  and 
Fresh  Paint  Art  Advisors,  in  Culver  City,  CA.  Last  summer,  John  Mad¬ 
den  (of  NFL  fame)  bought  Truman’s  installation  of  12  encaustic  box 
paintings  from  Fresh  Paint. 

Montana  artists  Carol  Poppenga,  Jane  Latus  Emmert  and  Michael 
Patterson,  who  were  selected  for  2006  Artist- Wilderness-Connec¬ 
tion  residencies.  Each  artist  spent  up  to  two  weeks  at  a  site  in  or  near  a 
designated  wilderness  and  is  required  to  offer  a  public  presentation  of 
the  work  inspired  by  their  stay.  The  Bob  Marshall  Foundation,  Flathead 
National  Forest,  Hockaday  Museum  of  Art  and  Swan  Ecosystem  Center 
joindy  sponsor  the  program. 

The  Butte  Silver  Bow  Arts  Foundation,  which  was  central  to  a 
story  about  Butte  by  Helena  journalist  Jim  Robbins  that  appeared 
Jan.  26  in  The  New  York  Times.  “Community  leaders  hope  the  lure  of 
cheap  square  footage  in  the  19th-  and  early  20th-century  structures  will 
transform  the  decaying  former  mining-company  town  into  a  refuge  for 
artists,  whose  creadvity  will  spark  reclamadon,”  writes  Robbins,  in  an 
article  that  includes  comments  from  Glenn  Bodish,  executive  director 
of  the  Butte  Silver  Bow  Arts  Foundation,  and  several  Butte  artists  and 
writers. 


The  Missoula  Art  Museum,  which  dramatically  met 
(and  exceeded)  its  goal  of  raising  $500,000  by  Jan.  1 .  The 
Kresge  Foundation  had  awarded  MAM  a  challenge  grant 
of  $225,000  last  spring,  but  stipulated  that  the  museum 
had  to  raise  an  additional  $500,000  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
But  by  the  week  before  Christmas,  the  museum  was  still 
$50,000  short  of  that  goal.  Fortunately,  donations  and 
pledges  totaling  more  than  $  1 00.000  arrived  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  2006  -  pushing  the  museum  over  the 
final  hurdle  in  its  $5.25  million  expansion  and  endowment 
campaign.  Although  last-minute  pledges  and  donations 
came  in  all  sizes,  the  most  dramatic  was  an  anonymous 
$50,000  pledge  faxed  to  MAM  on  New  Year's  Eve.  Where 
to  now?  “It’s  on  to  operating  a  new  museum  that’s  twice 
as  big  and  perhaps  twice  as  expensive  to  operate,”  MAM 
Executive  Director  Laura  Millin  told  a  Missoulian  re¬ 
porter.  “But  we  go  there  with  glee.  The  new  Missoula  Art 
Museum  proves  that  miracles  do  happen.” 


Winners  of  Equinox  Theatre  Company’s  third  annual  One- Act 
Festival,  held  in  January  in  Bozeman.  Best  Production  Award  went  to 
“Broadway  Betty,”  written  and  directed  by  Brian  Kassar;  and  Ryan 
Cassavaugh  took  Best  Script  Award  for  ‘The  Trifling  Affair  of  the  End¬ 
ing,”  which  also  shared  this  year’s  Audience  Choice  Award  with  “White 
House  Keeping,”  written  and  directed  by  Stephanie  Saline. 

Bozeman-based  band  Tracing  Days,  whose  debut  music  video. 

“Life  Outside,”  premiered  in  August  on  the  Gospel 
Music  Channel,  where  it  held  the 
number-one  spot  for  two  weeks  and 
remained  among  the  top-five  on  the 
network’s  rock  chart  for  more  than  16 
weeks.  The  band’s  debut  CD  Control 
was  released  Sept.  20,  2006,  by  Full 
Color  Records  and  Infinity  Music 
Distribution. 


Tracing  Days 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Site  for 
artists 
seeks 
sponsors 

Montana- 
Artists.com,  a 
website  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  promoting 
art,  artists,  galler¬ 
ies  and  museums 
in  Montana,  is  on 
the  hunt  for  spon¬ 
sors  to  help  fund 
the  effort. 

The  website  is 
free  for  all  artists, 
galleries  and 
museums  to  post 
their  biographies, 
artwork  and 
events.  Organiz¬ 
ers  believe  that 
keeping  the  site 
free  and  easy  to 
use  is  vital  to  its 
success. 

Montana- 
Artists.com 
generates  more 
than  30,000  page 
views  per  month 
from  over  15,000 
unique  visitors, 
consisting  of 
artists,  art  lovers, 
and  tourists. 

For  more 
information 
about  spon¬ 
sorships,  visit 
www.montana- 
artists.com/ 
sponsorships/. 


Send  us  your  good  news 

Artists,  writers,  musicians  and 
arts  administrators:  Please  let  us 
know  about  major  awards  and 
accomplishments. 

Send  your  good  news  to 
Congrats,  c/o  Lively  Times,  33651 
Eagle  Pass  Trail,  Charlo,  MT  59824; 
or  email:  writeus@lively  times.com. 

If  you  include  a  digital  photo,  please 
make  sure  it’s  at  least  150  lines  per 
inch  (Ipi  or  dpi). 
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NEA  awards 

access 

grants 

In  its  first  major 
grant  announce¬ 
ment  of  fiscal 
year  2007,  the 
National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Arts 
(NEA)  awarded 
$19.4  million, 
including  798 
Access  to  Artistic 
Excellence 
grants.  Montana 
recipients  are: 

•  The  Archie 
Bray  Founda¬ 
tion  in  Helena: 
$10,000  to  sup¬ 
port  a  visiting 
artist  residency 
program,  with  an 
exhibition  featur¬ 
ing  work  by  par¬ 
ticipating  artists, 
public  programs 
and  demonstra¬ 
tions. 

•  Intermoun¬ 
tain  Opera 
Association 

of  Bozeman: 
$10,000  to  sup¬ 
port  educational 
activities  and 
three  performanc¬ 
es  of  Mozart's 
“Die  Zauberflote" 
(The  Magic 
Flute),  featuring  a 
core  group  of  pro¬ 
fessional  singers, 
augmented  by 
instrumentalists 
and  singers  from 
the  local  com¬ 
munity. 

•  The  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Montana 
(on  behalf  of 
Montana  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Art  and 
Culture)  in  Mis¬ 
soula:  $20,000  to 
support  a  touring 
exhibition  of  the 
work  of  contem¬ 
porary  Native 
American  artist 
George  Longfish, 
with  an  accompa¬ 
nying  catalogue 
and  artist-in-resi¬ 
dence  program. 
The  project  will 
include  the  com¬ 
missioning  of 

a  new  work  for 
the  museum’s 
collection. 


State  of  the  Arts  •  March/April  2007 

President's  budget  proposes  increase  for  NEA 


By  Thomas  L.  Birch, 

Legislative  Counsel 
for  the  National  Association 
of  State  Arts  Agencies 

The  Bush  administration’s  budget,  sent  to 
Congress  Feb.  5,  proposes  $128.4  million  in 
spending  for  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts  (NEA),  an  increase  of  $4  million  for 
grants  programs,  including  funding  for  Chal¬ 
lenge  America  and  American  Masterpieces  (and 
its  literary  component.  The  Big  Read). 

Funding  for  the  arts  endowment’s  adminis¬ 
trative  expenses,  which  were  targeted  for  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  President’s  2007  budget  proposal, 
are  held  even  in  the  budget  offered  for  FY2008. 


The  budget  information  released  by  the  White 
House  does  not  indicate  the  allocation  of  current 
or  additional  NEA  spending  among  the  various 
programs  and  initiatives  at  the  endowment. 

The  House  of  Representatives  passed  an 
omnibus  continuing  resolution  on  Jan.  31,  wrap¬ 
ping  up  nine  unfinished  appropriations  bills 
for  FY2007,  and  setting  the  aits  endowment’s 
funding  at  the  2006  level  of  $124.4  million.  The 
Senate  was  expected  to  approve  the  bill  prior  to 
Feb.  15,  when  the  current  continuing  resolution 
expires. 

The  administration’s  FY2008  budget  also 
seeks  a  spending  increase  from  Congress  for  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  (NEH) 


-  from  $139  million  to  $141  million  -  and  an 
additional  $8  million  for  the  Office  of  Muse¬ 
ums  Services,  over  $32  million  for  2007. 

The  increases  proposed  for  the  three  cultural 
agencies  arrive  on  Capitol  Hill  in  a  budget  that 
sets  spending  on  most  domestic  discretionary 
programs  at  near-freeze  levels. 

As  for  the  Department  of  Education’s  arts  in 
education  program,  the  Bush  administration’s 
budget  for  the  seventh  year  in  a  row  requests 
zero  funds.  The  final  spending  figure  for  the 
arts  in  education  grants  expected  to  emerge 
from  the  FY2007  omnibus  continuing  resolu¬ 
tion  is  $35  million. 


Arm's  Addendum  (from  page  2) 


2)  Breaking  through  the  Commodity 
Economy 

There  is  a  giant  sea  of  same-ness  right  now. 
A  larger  experiential  atmosphere  is  going  to  be 
created  -  think  iPod  and  what  it  offers.  There 
will  be  a  much  larger  experiential  promise.  (I 
was  laughing  too  hard  at  his  presentation  -  the 
man  is  hysterically  funny  -  and  my  note-taking 
fell  off  here.) 

3)  The  Participation  Revolution 

We  will  see  a  revolution  in  how  people 
participate  in  things.  It  will  be  about  choice, 


control  and  authorship;  knowing  that  we  have 
the  tools  to  create  our  own  authorship.  Mr.  Zolli 
talked  a  great  deal  about  technology  and  how 
iPod  and  so  many  computer  programs  are  allow¬ 
ing  people  to  create  their  own  reality  and  their 
own  interactive  entertainment. 

He  asked  us  all  to  think  about  what  this  holds 
for  the  arts  . . .  and  how  we  will  have  to  adjust 
what  we  do  and  how  we  do  it.  As  to  everyone’s 
ability  to  create  their  own  entertainment,  he  re¬ 
counted  that  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  amateurs 
were  held  in  higher  esteem  than  professionals. 


The  root  of  the  word  “amateur”  is,  in  fact, 
“love.”  (I’m  not  necessarily  endorsing  this 
notion,  by  the  way  -  I’m  all  for  equity  when  it 
comes  to  esteem.) 

Mr.  Zolli  concluded  his  remarks  by  talking 
about  how  art  is  about  getting  across  a  feel¬ 
ing.  And  stories,  in  his  view,  are  so  important 
because  they  get  you  to  a  point  that  can’t  be 
gotten  to  by  reason. 

And  until  the  next  issue  of  State  of  the  Arts, 
during  this  time  of  legislative  ups  and  downs, 
stories  are  certainly  the  order  of  the  day. 


More  Congrats  to  ... 


Soul  Tree  Recording  in  Hel¬ 
ena,  whose  recording  of  a  new 
CD  for  Mississippi  blues  artist 
Johnny  Rawls,  Heart  and  Soul, 
was  nominated  for  a  W.C.  Handy 
Award  for  Best  Soul  Blues  Record 
of  the  Year. 

Montana  musicians  James 
Daniel  Devine,  Patricia  Ryan 
and  The  Yellowstone  Band,  who 
performed  Nov.  4  during  “The  In¬ 
ternational  Country  Night  Bern,” 
in  Bern,  Switzerland.  Each  musi¬ 
cian  played  a  75-minute  set  with 
the  Billings-based  band,  com¬ 


Patricia  Ryan 


James  Daniel  Devine 


prised  of  Mark  Donohue  on  piano.  Art  Eichele  on  lead  guitar.  Brad  Tallman 
on  bass,  and  Brett  Miller  on  drums. 

Whitefish  resident  and  viola  player  Naomi  Barnes,  who  won  Glacier 
Symphony  Chorale’s  seventh  annual  car/cash  raffle.  The  optometrist  and 
proprietor  of  North  Valley  Eye  Care  says  she  has  been  purchasing  tickets 
for  the  annual  raffle  for  seven  years.  When  her  number  came  up  during  a 
Dec.  10  concert,  she  was  wildly  applauded  by  fellow  symphony  musicians. 
Barnes,  who  began  playing  music  as  a  child  in  Butte,  has  performed  as  a 
volunteer  musician  with  the  GSC  for  almost  18  years.  After  deliberating  for 
a  couple  of  days,  she  opted  to  take  the  $20,000  in  raffle  cash,  and  has  since 
made  donations  to  the  GSC  and  North  Valley  Music  School  of  Whitefish, 
among  other  causes  “dear  to  my  heart.”  This  year’s  raffle  brought  in  more 
than  $55,000  and  netted  the  organization  about  $32,000  after  expenses. 


So  Long  &  Best  Wishes  to... 


Mace  Archer,  co-founder  and  producing  artistic 
director  of  Venture  Theatre  in  Billings,  who  recently 
announced  that  he  is  leaving  the  theatre  and  Billings  in 
May.  During  his  tenure  with  Venture  Theatre,  Archer  also 
helped  form  Venture  Youth  Conservatory,  which  provides 
training  opportunities  for  young,  developing  artists;  and 
launched  the  annual  one-act  play  festival  (which  celebrat¬ 
ed  its  12th  anniversary  in  January)  and  the  on-going  Ven¬ 
ture  Improv.  Archer  moves  to  Cripple  Creek,  CO,  to  work 
with  former  Billings  performer  Mel  Moser  at  the  Butte 
Opera  House.  “I  have  been  ever  grateful  for  the  support 
and  guidance  I  have  received  in  Billings,  having  grown  up 
here,  both  as  a  person  and  an  artist,”  he  says. 


Condolences  to... 


Family  and  friends  of  Hot  Springs  and  Missoula  resi¬ 
dent  Jo  Rainbolt.  The  writer  and  artist,  65,  died  Dec.  19, 
at  St.  Patrick  Hospital,  after  battling  multiple  myeloma  for 
the  last  year,  only  to  be  attacked  by  pancreatic  cancer  just 
weeks  before  her  death.  Bom  April  23,  1941,  in  Iowa,  she 


“Fire  Bear”  by  Jo  Rainbolt 


moved  to  Missoula  in  1964  and  graduated  with  a  BFA  from  The  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Montana  in  1969.  She  lived  in  the  Bitterroot  Valley  for  more 
than  two  decades,  where  she  raised  five  kids  on  a  ranch  with  her  second 
husband,  Wynn  Rainbolt.  She  also  lived  in  Hot  Springs  for  12  years  and 
Missoula  this  past  year.  Rainbolt  began  working  as 
a  newspaper  reporter  for  the  Missoulian  in  the  early 
1970s.  Her  writings  on  the  critical  issue  of  clear-cut 
logging  in  the  Bitterroot  won  her  the  “Correspondent 

of  the  Year”  award  in  her  first  year.  She  authored  the 

well-known  column  “An  Elephant  in  Every  Yard,” 
and  published  seven  books,  ranging  from  The  Last 
Cowboy,  a  look  at  the  twilight  era  of  the  American 
cowhand,  to  Missoula  Valley  History.  An  avid  singer, 
she  also  co-wrote  Singing  is  Natural,  and  sometimes 
performed  with  her  partner,  cellist  Lee  Zimmerman. 
She  was  also  an  accomplished  photographer  and  art¬ 
ist  who  worked  with  pen,  paper,  pastel  and  watercol- 
or.  Rainbolt  drew  much  inspiration  and  strength  from 
some  of  her  best  friends,  animals,  as  portrayed  in 
“Fire  Bears,”  “Medicine  Animals,"  and  “Elephants” 
series.  “Chemo  fatigue  gave  me  enough  rest  and 
introspection  to  last  for  years.  I  drew  like  never  before.  I  am  grateful  I 
got  out  my  oil  pastels  and  biggest  paper  and  painted  what  I  felt,”  she  said 
during  an  interview  with  the  Great  Falls  Tribune  in  November.  Some  of 
her  most  recent  work  was  displayed  in  “The  Art  of  Healing,”  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  at  Paris  Gibson  Square  in  Great  Falls. 

The  family  and  friends  of  Eleanor  McGovern.  The  wife  of  former 
presidential  candidate  and  Sen.  George  McGovern  died  in  Jan.  25  at  the 
family’s  home  in  Mitchell,  SD,  at  the  age  of  85  after  years  of  heart  prob¬ 
lems.  The  couple  also  had  a  home  in  Stevensville.  Bom  Nov.  25,  1921, 
Eleanor  Stegeberg  grew  up  on  a  farm  during  the  Great  Depression.  She 
married  McGovern  in  1 943,  just  after  McGovern  was  drafted  for  World 
War  II.  Her  husband  served  in  the  U.S.  House  from  South  Dakota  from 
1957-61  and  was  a  U.S.  senator  from  1963  to  1981.  He  was  the  1972 
Democratic  presidential  nominee.  The  McGoverns  had  five  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  1994  at  age  45  after  a  long  battle  with  alcoholism.  Elea¬ 
nor  McGovern  campaigned  on  her  own  for  her  husband  across  the  coun¬ 
try  and  appeared  frequently  on  network  television  and  radio  programs 
on  national  and  international  issues.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Women’s 
Democratic  Club  and  had  served  on  the  boards  of 
Dakota  Wesleyan,  the  Psychiatric  Institute  Founda¬ 
tion,  Child  Study  Association,  Erickson  Institute  of 
Chicago  and  Odyssey  House  of  New  York.  She  was 
involved  with  the  Child  Development  Associates 
Consortium.  She  and  her  family  also  established  the 
McGovern  Family  Foundation  in  Washington,  D.C., 
to  raise  money  for  alcoholism  research.  Her  memoir. 
Uphill:  A  Personal  Story,  was  published  in  1973. 

The  family  and  friends  of  Dawn  Catherine  Ish- 
ler.  The  wife  of  Missoula-area  musician  Tim  Ishler 
died  from  burns  she  received  when  the  couple’s 
home  caught  fire  and  burned  Jan.  18.  Bom  in 
Freeport,  Ill.,  on  Feb  21,  1969,  the  37-year-old  had 
an  intense  interest  in  the  natural  world.  She  cared 
deeply  for  her  dogs  and  cats  and  chickens;  in  fact, 
she  was  the  only  person  who  could  approach  and 
touch  the  feisty  rooster,  “Russell  Crowe.”  She  loved 
wildlife,  which  was  abundant  at  the  family  home  in 
the  Nine  Mile  area. 
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Restoration  of  Rialto  could  cost  $3.4  million 


The  preliminary  estimate  for  the  restoration 
of  the  historic  Rialto  Theatre  in  Deer  Lodge  is 
$3,384,200  -  a  large  price-tag  for  a  small  com¬ 
munity,  but  not  a  surprise  to  theatre’s  board  of 
directors. 

Other  than  constructing  schools,  restoration 
of  the  theatre  “will  be  the  most  expensive  build¬ 
ing  project  ever”  for  Deer  Lodge,  said  Steve 
Owens,  president  of  the  Rialto’s  board  of  direc¬ 
tors.  “Three  million  is  a  huge  amount  for  us  to 
raise,  but  it  is  close  to  the  figure  we’ve  been 
expecting  since  the  fire.” 

The  720-seat  Beaux-Arts  structure,  built  in 
1921,  was  severely  damaged  by  fire  on  Nov.  4, 
2006.  The  building  is  on  the  National  Regis¬ 
ter  of  Historic  Places  for  its  architectural  and 
historical  significance.  It  was  used  for  school 
plays,  civic  events  and  concerts  and  produc¬ 
tions  by  performers  from  across  the  Northwest, 
as  well  as  for  screening  current  movies  each 
weekend. 

The  restoration  estimate  was  prepared  by 
historical  architect  Jim  McDonald  of  A&E 
Architects  of  Missoula  and  Billings,  who  also 
prepared  the  historic  conservation  plan  for  the 
Rialto  in  1996. 


The  directors  of  Rialto 
Community  Theatre,  Inc,  the 
non-profit  that  has  owned 
and  operated  the  facility 
since  1995,  took  the  first 
major  step  toward  rebuilding 
and  restoring  the  theatre  in 
mid-January  by  awarding  a 
contract  to  Gilman  Construc¬ 
tion  of  Butte  for  removal  of 
debris  from  the  auditorium 
and  balcony  areas. 

By  early  February,  the 
firm  had  already  hauled 
away  more  than  50  truck- 
loads  of  debris,  which  should 
help  architects  and  engineers 
better  assess  what  remains  of 
the  auditorium,  balcony  and 
lobby.  The  ornate  fagade, 
stage  area  with  historic 
scenic  drops,  and  sidewalls 
were  saved  from  the  fire. 

The  board  has  also  started  an  intensive 
fundraising  campaign,  and  already  has  over 
$335,000  in  its  coffers,  including  insurance 


reimbursement  and  more 
than  $40,000  in  dona¬ 
tions  from  throughout  the 
United  States.  In  February, 
Montana  Tech  Foundation 
hosted  a  brainstorming  and 
grantwriting  workshop  for 
board  members. 

Although  restoring  the 
theatre  is  a  daunting  task 
for  the  town  of  3,500,  “We 
have  a  huge  obligation  to 
do  this  for  our  kids  and  to 
restore  it  for  Montana  and 
the  country,”  said  Owens. 
“The  community  is  strongly 
behind  us.” 

A  benefit  concert  by 
the  Montana  A  Cappella 
Society  is  slated  for  May  1 1 
at  the  Assembly  of  God 
Church  in  Deer  Lodge. 

To  keep  abreast  of  the  fundraising  and  resto¬ 
ration  effort,  visit  deerlodgerialto.com;  dona¬ 
tions  may  be  sent  to  Rialto  Restoration  Fund, 
PO  Box  874,  Deer  Lodge,  MT  59722. 


Another  truckload  of  debris  is 
removed  from  the  Rialto  Theatre  in 
Deer  Lodge. 
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Humanities  awards  (from  page  1) 


•  Eve  Palmer  Malo  of  Dil¬ 
lon.  This  professor  emeritus 
of  The  University  of  Montana- 
Western  is  also  the  author  of 
the  recently  published  book 
for  young  people,  Dynamite 
Women:  The  Ten  Women  Nobel 
Peace  Laureates  of  the  20th 
Century. 

Malo  continues  to  teach 
Restorative  Justice  classes  in 
The  University  of  Montana- 
Westem’s  Social  Science 
Department,  and  serves  as  the 
stale  coordinator  for  Amnesty 

International.  Over  the  years 
she  has  offered  several  MCH 
Speakers  Bureau  presentations,  including  a  pro¬ 
gram  based  on  her  current  book.  She  received 
a  bachelor’s  degree  from  Stanford  in  Spanish, 
a  master’s  degree  from  Adams  State  College, 
CO,  in  cultural  studies,  and  a  doctorate  from  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  in  education. 

•  William  Marcus  of  Missoula.  Director 
of  the  Broadcast  Media  Center  at  The  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Montana-Missoula,  and  the  host  of  the 

Auction  Action 

(from  page  1) 

•  Western  Heritage  Artist  Association  Art 
Show,  March  14-18  at  the  Holiday  Inn:  Annual 
gathering  of  Western  Heritage  Artists  kicks  off 
with  a  Preview  Night  party  and  reception  on 
Wednesday.  Special  events  are  on  tap  through¬ 
out  the  show,  including  Quick  Finish  and 
Auction,  7  p.m.  Thursday;  and  a  presentation 
by  Stephenie  Ambrose  Tubbs  at  noon  Saturday. 
Live  entertainment  and  artist  demonstrations 
are  ongoing  throughout  the  event,  which  fea¬ 
tures  works  by  70  artists.  Call  406-453-2990. 

•  March  in  Montana  Fine  Art  and  Col¬ 
lectibles  Auction,  March  16-17  at  the  Town 
House  Inn:  More  than  40  dealers  showcase 
antiques,  antique  firearms,  books.  Cowboy  and 
Indian  collectibles,  artwork  and  sculpture  from 
around  the  country  March  15-17,  with  auc¬ 
tions  Friday  and  Saturday.  This  year’s  event  is 
co-sponsored  by  Manitou  Galleries  of  Chey¬ 
enne,  WY,  and  Santa  Fe,  NM.  and  The  Coeur 
D'Alene  Art  Auction;  visit  www.marchinmon- 
tana.com. 

•  Western  Collectibles  and  Antique  Gun 
Show,  March  16-17  at  Montana  ExpoPark; 
call  406-727-8900  for  details. 

•  )ay  Contway  and  Friends  Art  Show, 

March  15-18  at  Four  Seasons  Arena,  Expo- 
Park;  call  406-453-3120. 

•  Studio  706  Artist  Guild  Show  and  Sale, 
March  13-17  at  High  Plains  Heritage  Center; 
call  406-453-1392. 


See  page  18  for  details  on  Hockaday 
and  Yellowstone  art  auctions 


television  show  “Backroads  of 
Montana"  since  its  premiere  in 
1991,  Marcus  has  been  the  voice 
of  public  radio  and  television 
in  western  Montana  for  many 
years. 

Throughout  his  many  produc¬ 
tions,  Montana  history,  culture, 
and  humanities  always 
have  been  central.  After 
earning  his  bachelor’s 
degree  in  radio-televi- 
sion/joumalism  from 
The  University  of  Mon¬ 
tana  in  1 974,  he  became 
a  production  assistant  at 
KUFM-FM.  After  serv¬ 
ing  in  a  number  of  positions  with  the 
public  radio  station,  he  was  promoted  to 
director  of  the  Broadcast  Media  Center 
and  station  manager  of  KUFM-TV  and 
KUFM  Radio  in  1996. 

His  radio  work  has  been  heard  on 
several  NPR  programs  including  “Performance 
Today,”  “All  Things  Considered,”  “Morning 
Edition”  and  “Weekend  Edition  Sunday.” 


Auction  organizers  have  named  the  award 
recipients  for  the  39th  annual  C.M.  Russell  Auc¬ 
tion,  March  14-18  at  the  Best  Western  Heritage 
Inn  in  Great  Falls. 

The  Jurors’  Award  for  Best  of  Show  was 
awarded  to  Richard  D.  Thomas  of  Cardwell,  for 
his  oil  painting  titled  “Bringing  in  the  Remuda.” 

A  professional  artist  for  more  than  30  years, 
Thomas  is  nationally  recognized  for  his  images 
of  contemporary  working  cowboys,  western 
landscapes,  cow  ponies  and  Native  American 
warriors.  He  recently  moved  to  Montana  from 
I  his  native  state  of  Colorado  and  still  participates 
in  the  lifestyle  he  paints. 

The  C.M.  Russell  Museum  CEO  Award  was 
|  given  to  John  Gawne  from  Oak  Park,  IL.  “Bald 
Eagle,”  his  oil-on-linen  painting  of  Lakota  Chief 
David  Bald  Eagle,  caught  the  eye  of  Museum 


•  Johnnie  Lockett  Thomas  of  Miles  City. 

Bom  and  raised  in  Tuskegee,  AL,  Thomas  has 
worked  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  and  Columbia  University, 
before  retiring  to  Montana  with  her  husband, 
and  beginning  yet  another  rich  career. 

Working  over  many  years  with  state  histori¬ 
an  Dave  Walter,  Thomas  created  vivid  portraits 
of  the  history  of  the  west,  and 
specifically  the  contributions 
and  experiences  of  African 
Americans  in  the  West.  Her 
presentations  for  the  MCH 
Speakers  Bureau  include  “The 
Forgotten  Pioneers:  Black 
Women  of  the  Yellowstone” 
and  “The  Buffalo  Soldiers.” 

A  banquet  will  follow  the 
ceremony  and  reception,  with 
no-host  cocktails  at  6  p.m. 
and  a  dinner  and  program  at 
7  p.m.  at  the  Montana  Club  in 
Helena. 

Tickets  cost  $30.  Call  Pamala  Burke  at  406- 
243-6022  or  email  pamala.burke  @umontana. 
edu  for  reservations  or  further  information. 


CEO  Anne  Morand,  who  made  her  selec¬ 
tion  based  on  the  piece’s  technical  merit  and 
creativity. 

The  Ralph  “Tuffy”  Berg  Award  was  given  to 
Poison  artist  Tara  Moore  for  her  oil-on-canvas 
piece,  “Drivers  Permit.”  Named  for  the  Great 
Falls  sculptor  who  died  in  1991,  this  award  is 
the  jurors'  choice  for  best  aspiring  artist,  and  is 
only  given  to  first-time  auction  participants. 

During  the  auction,  recipients  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  with  plaques  and  cash  prizes.  Thomas 
will  also  be  presented  with  a  cruise  for  two. 

The  auction,  sponsored  by  the  Great  Falls 
Advertising  Federation  (better  known  as 
Ad  Club)  for  the  benefit  of  the  C.M.  Russell 
Museum,  has  raised  nearly  $5  million  for  the 
museum  since  its  inception  in  1969.  For  more 
information,  please  visit  www.cmrauction.com. 


Eve  Palmer  Malo 


William  Marcus 


“Bringing  in  the 
Remuda”  by 
Cardwell  artist 
Richard  D.  Thomas 
won  the  Jurors’ 
Award  for  Best  of 
Show  at  the  annual 
C.M.  Russell  Auc¬ 
tion,  and  earned 
the  artist  a  cruise 
for  two. 


Montanan  takes  Russell  Auction's  top  award 


HoboEye 

celebrates 

anniversary 

Livingston 
graphic  designer 
and  artist  Brad 
Bunkers  is  editor 
of  HoboEye,  an 
online  arts  journal 
that  recently 
celebrated  its  first 
anniversary. 

“Our  initial 
goal  of  creating 
a  boundless  arts 
community  online 
has  blossomed 
into  a  thriving 
online  journal,”  he 
writes  in  a  recent 
press  release. 

“With  every  new 
issue  we’re  able 
to  meet  and  work 
with  some  amaz¬ 
ing  people." 

The  current 
issue  includes 
interviews  with 
Dale  Flattum, 
“master  of  every¬ 
thing  Xerox"  from 
Minneapolis;  a 
conversation  with 
New  York  painter 
Jonathan  Twing- 
ley  by  Mitchell 
Mclnnis;  and  the 
paintings  inspired 
by  pop  surrealism 
of  Bozeman  artist 
Jarrod  Eastman. 

The  Missoula- 
based,  jazz-in- 
fused  hip-hop  en¬ 
semble  Eightrack 
Mind  shares  the 
musical  spotlight 
with  songwriter 
Shara  Worden 
and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  guitarist  and 
composer  Sanjay 
Mishra 

The  poetry 
section  scours  the 
West  for  works  by 
poets  from  San 
Francisco  and 
Boise,  then  ranges 
further  east  to 
Florida,  Louisiana 
and  Oklahoma. 

To  visit  this 
“online  arts  journal 
for  alternative 
artists,  wild-souled 
writers  and  indie 
musicians”  go  to 
HoboEye.com. 
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NEA  launches 
blog  for 
The  Big  Read 

Join  roaming 
reader  (and  NEA 
Director  of  Litera¬ 
ture)  David  Kipen 
as  he  visits  some 
of  the  more  than 
200  communities 
across  the  nation 
that  are  partici¬ 
pating  in  The  Big 
Read  during  2007. 

On  his  reader’s 
road  trip,  David 
blogs  regularly 
about  the  events 
he  attends,  the 
readers  and  writ¬ 
ers  he  meets,  the 
insights  communi¬ 
ty  residents  share 
about  The  Big 
Read  novels,  and 
much  more.  When 
he’s  not  posting 
from  the  road,  he’ll 
post  from  his  desk 
and  from  inside 
the  books  of  The 
Big  Read,  perhaps 
even  inviting  a 
guest  blogger  or 
two  to  chime  in. 
Visit  The  Big  Read 
blog  at  www.arts. 
gov/bigreadblog. 

The  Big  Read 
is  an  initiative 
of  the  National 
Endowment  for 
the  Arts  designed 
to  restore  reading 
to  the  center  of 
American  culture 
by  bringing  togeth¬ 
er  partners  across 
the  country  to 
encourage  reading 
for  pleasure  and 
enlightenment. 
Havre  is  among 
the  communities 
participating  in  this 
year’s  program, 
with  a  reading  of 
The  Grapes  of 
Wrath  by  John 
Steinbeck. 

To  learn  more, 
visit  www.nea 
bigread.org. 


The  Secret  of  Hogan’s  Swing 

By  Tom  Bertrand  with  Printer  Bowler 
Published  2006  by  John  Wiley  and  Sons,  Inc., 

Hoboken,  NJ 
$22.95  hardcover 

Printer  Bowler,  a  longtime  member  of  the  Montana 
journalism  fraternity,  helps  golfer  Tom  Bertrand 
reveal  the  long-kept  secret  of  golf-great  Ben  Hogan’s 
phenomenal  swing  in  a  how-to  book  that  also  offers  an 
insider’s  look  at  some  legendary  golfers. 

Bowler,  author  of  The  Cosmic  Laws  of  Golf  (and 
everything  else),  says  he  “quietly  groaned"  when  fast 
approached  by  Bertrand  a  few  years  ago  to  write  a  golf 
book.  But  the  more  he  listened  to  the  proposal,  the  more  intrigued  he  became. 

As  a  young  golf  enthusiast,  Bertrand  had  studied  with  PGA  Tour  player  John 
Schlee,  who  had  in  turn  received  personal  instruction  from  Hogan.  "Everybody 
wanted  to  learn  golf  from  Hogan,  the  undisputed  self-made  master  of  the  game,  but 
you  couldn't  buy  yourself  into  that  circle,”  writes  Bowler  of  his  first  conversation 
with  Bertrand.  "Then  it  struck  me,  here  I  am  talking  to  a  direct  link  to  that  circle. 
Now  I’m  all  ears.” 

Their  collaboration,  says  Bowler,  is  aimed  at  "average,  workaday,  regular 
people  like  me  and  the  forty  million  other  flustered  doggers  around  the  world  . . . 
(who)  long  to  hear  inspiring  tales  of  our  heroes  and  some  straight  scoop  on  the 
secrets  of  their  success.” 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


Copper  Chorus  Mining,  Politics,  and  the  < 

Montana  Press,  1889-1959 
By  Dennis  L.  Swibold 

Published  2006  by  Montana  Historical  Society 
Press,  Helena,  MT 
$24.95  softcover;  $39.95  hardcover 

University  of  Montana  journalism  professor  Dennis 
Swibold  takes  a  tough,  invigorating  look  at  Montana’s 
mottled  mix  of  journalism  and  commerce  in  Cop¬ 
per  Chorus,  which  opens  with  a  description  of  the 
Montana  State  Press  Association  convention  of  1899, 
hosted  by  Copper  King  Marcus  Daly  in  his  budding 
"copperopolis”  of  Anaconda. 

The  book  goes  on  to  chronicle  the  unholy  matri¬ 
mony  of  mining  and  newspapers  that  became  known 
as  Montana’s  “copper-collared  press,”  and  survived  until  1959,  when  the  Anaconda 
Company  finally  exited  the  newspaper  business. 

Swibold’s  book  reflects  the  painstaking  research  of  the  author  and  the  copious 
research  of  writers,  historians  and  UM  graduate  students.  Swibold’s  own  unclut¬ 
tered  prose  turns  this  mountain  of  information  into  an  engrossing  story  of  interest 
to  history  buffs,  journalists  and  anyone  who  cares  about  the  future  of  a  free  press. 

“In  today’s  polarized  and  vicious  media  environment,  the  lessons  of  Montana’s 
copper-collared  press  era  are  more  relevant  than  ever,"  writes  David  McCumber, 
managing  editor  of  the  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


Verbivore’s  Feast  Second  Course,  More 
Word  and  Phrase  Origins 
By  Chrysti  M.  Smith 

Published  2006  by  Farcountry  Press,  Helena,  MT 
$15.95  softcover,  $24.95  hardcover 

In  her  second  compilation  of  etymology,  Chrysti 
the  Wordsmith  cooks  up  a  word  feast  so  delightfal, 
you  can’t  readjust  one. 

Have  you  ever  wondered  where  such  commonly 
and  casually  used  phrases  as  “break  a  leg,”  “cut  the 
mustard”  or  even  “far  out”  come  from?  Here’s  your 
answer,  along  with  many  more  expressions,  cliches, 
eponyms,  malapropisms  and  other  informative  word 
plays  than  you  can  “shake  a  stick  at.” 

The  “ lexically  frolicsome ”  might  want  to  build  a  few  bacronyms,  which 
involve  taking  an  existing  word  and  making  up  a  phrase  with  its  letters  like  “stupid 
pointless  annoying  messages”  for  the  daily  flotsam  that  appears  in  your  e-mailbox  . 

This  companion  book  to  Verbivore’s  Feast  serves  up  another  helping  of  words 
and  explanations  for  some  of  the  more  colorful  expressions  that  add  “a  pinch” 
of  seasoning  to  the  English  language.  It’s  Smith’s  specialty  -  she  also  concocts  a 
popular  two-minute  radio  program,  recorded  and  produced  in  the  studios  of  KGLT- 
FM  at  Montana  State  University  and  aired  on  dozens  of  radio  stations. 

-  Judy  Shafter 

Water  Like  the  Soul  of  an  Angel  Memoii 

ofa  Fisherman 

By  Jack  B.  Jelinski,  with  illustrations  by  Sheryl 
Getman 

Published  2005  by  Howling  Loon  Press,  Los 
Angeles.  CA 
$29.95  softcover 

A  poet,  literary  scholar  and  fly  fisherman  teams 
up  with  a  painter,  who  first  fished  for  brook  trout  at 
the  age  of  nine,  in  this  lovely  amalgam  of  words  and 
images.  Water  Like  the  Soul  of  an  Angel. 

Jack  Jelinski,  a  professor  emeritus  at  Montana 
State  University  in  Bozeman  who  has  published  studies  in  Spanish  and  English 
on  major  literary  figures,  celebrates  decidedly  non-academic  pursuits  in  his  first 
collection  of  poems.  In  “Dan  Jossart’s  Bones,”  he  remembers  fishing  as  a  child  with 
a  “somewhat  addled"  old  man  and  arriving  at  a  hidden  spring:  “I  started  to  feel  the 
weight  of  old  Dan/  tense  with  excitement  upon  my  back./  He  leaned  forward  and 
whispered  in  my  ear,/  ‘What  you  see  there  is  water  . . ./  like  the  soul  of  an  angel’ . . .” 

Reverence  for  water  and  fish  course  through  this  book,  both  in  verse  and  the 
lively  and  lustrous  illustrations  by  Kalispell  native  Sheryl  Getman. 

Valerie  Hemingway,  who  wrote  the  forward,  promises,  “This  collection  will 
delight,  soothe,  stimulate  and  entertain  both  the  outdoor  enthusiast  and  armchair 
reader  alike.” 

Adopted  Grandma 

By  Phylli  O.  Shalom,  with  illustrations  by 
Olivia  Olsen 

Published  2006  by  Inkwater  Press, 

Portland,  OR 
$14.95  softcover 

St.  Ignatius  author  Rachel  Selby,  whose  pen 
name  is  Phylli  O.  Shalom  -  meaning  “love  and 
peace”  -  says  her  work  as  a  certified  nursing 
assistant  led  her  to  write  the  children’s  book, 

Adopted  Grandma. 

The  story  tells  of  Caroline,  a  five-year  old 
whose  family  “adopts”  Jennie,  an  elderly  woman 
home  and  has  no  children  or  family. 

Since  Caroline  has  lost  her  own  grandmother,  she’s  happy  to  befriend  Jenny, 
who  holds  the  little  girl  on  her  lap  and  shares  stories  and  lessons  from  her  own  life. 
This  gentle  Christian  parable  ends  with  Jenny’s  death,  and  Caroline’s  realization 
that  she  can  fill  the  “hole  inside  . . .  with  someone  else  who  is  lonely.” 

The  tale  is  gracefully  illustrated  by  Charlo.  artist  Olivia  Olsen. 


-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


who  lives  in  the  local  nursing 


The  Heartless  Stone  A  Journey  Through  the 

World  of  Diamonds,  Deceit  and  Desire 
By  Tom  Zoellner 

Published  2006  by  St.  Martin’s  Press,  New  York,  NY 
$24.95  hardcover 

A  broken  engagement  would  inspire  a  variety 
of  actions  in  many  a  potential  bridegroom,  but  Tom 
Zoellner’s  reaction  to  the  return  of  a  diamond  ring  set 
in  motion  a  journey  that  reveals  an  amazing  story. 

Visiting  six  continents  and  14  nations,  he  crafts 
“an  illuminating  expose  of  a  mineral  and  an  industry” 
(Wall  Street  Journal ),  explaining  a  stone’s  journey 
from  the  mine  to  the  mall.  His  story  explores  “blood 
diamonds,”  extracted  under  the  harshest  of  mining 
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conditions  and  often  with  child  labor;  the  questionable  “Kimberley  Process”;  and 
the  diamond  cartel’s  stranglehold  on  the  market. 

He  shows  how  the  potent  advertising  slogan  -  “A  diamond  is  forever”  -  au¬ 
thored  by  De  Beers,  continues  to  drive  the  industry.  Read  this  book,  and  you  will 
never  look  at  a  display  of  diamond  jewelry  with  the  same  eyes  again! 

Zoellner,  who  now  lives  in  New  York  City,  was  residing  in  Missoula  in  2003 
while  developing  the  idea  for  The  Heartless  Stone.  During  his  time  in  the  Treasure 
State,  he  wrote  for  several  regional  newspapers,  and  earned  an  award  in  investiga¬ 
tive  reporting  from  the  Society  of  Professional  Journalists. 

-  Judy  Shafter 


DOUBLE, 

TROUBLE 


Double  Trouble 

By  Ryan  T.  Shaw 

Published  December  2005  by  PublishAmerica, 

Baltimore  MD 
$24.95  softcover 

An  explosion  erupts  in  the  street.  Conrad  holds 
his  ears,  leans  against  a  wall  and  waits  for  the  dust  to 
settle.  But  other  high-school  students  are  oblivious 
to  the  visions  that  have  haunted  the  teenager  since  he 
was  three  years  old. 

At  17,  his  visions  have  ruined  Conrad's  life  and 
made  him  an  outcast.  Finally,  a  meeting  with  Misty’s 
father  helps  him  understand  his  visions  of  a  war 
between  massive  machines,  while  an  accident  propels 
him  into  a  world  of  robots,  danger  and,  scariest  of  all  -  girls. 

As  the  only  male  who  can  pilot  one  of  these  mechanized  giants,  his  life  is  sud¬ 
denly  in  danger  from  a  ruthless  enemy  and  he  has  the  scars  to  prove  it. 

Butte  native  and  Helena  resident  Ryan  Shaw  tells  the  story  of  a  doubled  teen¬ 
ager,  whose  destiny  draws  him  into  a  perilous  parallel  world. 

The  author  will  e-mail  the  first  five  chapters  of  his  book  to  interested  readers  as 
a  PDF.  Email  rtshawmt@yahoo.com  for  details. 
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Health  Insurance  and  Other  Matters  of 
Death 

By  Larry  Bauer 

Published  2006  by  FoolHills  Publishing,  Kanona,  NY 
$8  softcover 

In  his  debut  collection,  health  insurance  and  other 
matters  of  death,  Helena  writer  Larry  Bauer  grieves. 

He  grieves  for  a  favorite  car  beyond  repair,  for  child¬ 
hood,  for  lost  lives  and  souls.  In  a  calm,  almost  mat¬ 
ter-of-fact  voice,  he  considers  illness,  death  and  what  it 
means  to  be  the  survivor. 

The  title  poem,  “health  insurance,"  begins,  “it  has 
been  hard  seeing/  my  niece  look  like  a  cross/  between 
a  prize  fighter/  and  frankenstein.” 

‘These  poems  are  carefully  constructed,  but  be¬ 
cause  Bauer’s  distinctive  style  is  not  complicated  or  fussy,  they  are  approachable, 
with  language  that  is  familiar  but  fresh,”  writes  Cati  Porter,  editor  of  Poemeleon. 

The  author,  who  earned  degrees  in  literature,  writing  and  theatre  from  Car- 
roll  College  in  Helena,  has  had  poems  published  in  Poemeleon,  Literary  Mama, 
Colors,  Wild  Roses  in  Spring,  Changes  of  Seasons  and  others. 
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Drifting  into  the  Abyss 

By  Dane  Beck 

Published  June  2006  by  PublishAmerica, 

Baltimore,  MD 
$19.95  softcover 

Jimmy  Monroe,  a  Seattle  college  student  from  an 
upper  middle-class  family,  decides  to  quench  his  thirst 
for  adventure  by  climbing  aboard  a  commercial  fish¬ 
ing  vessel  and  heading  north  to  Alaska. 

But  unwittingly,  the  inexperienced  youngster  signs 
on  as  crew  for  The  Tyrant,  under  the  tutelage  of  the 
perpetually  drunk  Captain  Turk,  a  first  mate  whose 
“eyes  looked  like  forbidden  windows  to  a  deranged 
land,”  and  the  pot-smoking  fisherman,  Willis.  The 
quartet  heads  for  the  Bering  Sea  on  a  harrowing 
voyage  that  chronicles  “the  extreme  beauties  and  extreme  wickedness  of  life  and 
human  nature.” 

An  adventurer  himself,  the  21 -year-old  author  fishes  commercially  in  the  Ber¬ 
ing  Sea  for  several  months  each  year.  He  grew  up  on  an  outfitting  ranch  near  East 
Glacier,  where  his  father  was  a  hunting  guide,  and  “resides  partially”  on  a  ranch 
near  Whitefish,  where  he  leads  trail  rides  into  the  Spencer  Mountain  Range. 

Zane  Grey  His  Life,  His  Adventures,  His  Women 
By  Thomas  H.  Pauly 

Published  November  2005  by  the  University  of 

Illinois  Press,  Champaign,  IL 
$34.95  hardcover 

I  remember  the  row  of  Zane  Grey  novels  that  lined 
my  grandmother’s  bookshelf.  We  both  inhaled  the 
sagas  of  the  purple-hued  West  and  its  tough  yet  tender 
heroes  and  spunky,  chaste  heroines.  But  neither  my 
grandmother  nor  I  could  have  guessed  at  the  women 
behind  the  man  writing  those  stories. 

Montana  native  Thomas  Pauly,  who  teaches  Eng¬ 
lish  at  the  University  of  Delaware,  offers  a  scholarly 
yet  riveting  look  at  the  writer  whose  57  novels  and 
130  movies  helped  launch  the  genre  of  the  Western 
-  both  in  fiction  and  film.  The  most  successful  novelist  of  the  1920s  was  also  an 
intrepid  backcountry  explorer,  hunter  and  fisherman  and  unabashed  womanizer. 

Pauly  says  his  own  adventures  in  the  Grand  Canyon  and  flyfishing  in  Montana 
spurred  his  interest  in  Grey.  He  gained  access  to  previously  private  family  letters, 
journals  and  photographs,  which  reveal  a  fiercely  creative,  often  depressed  and 
thoroughly  egotistical  man.  His  amorous  adventures  try  the  patience  of  his  devoted 
wife,  Dolly  -  who  knew  about  many  of  his  mistresses  and  befriended  several. 

It’s  a  story  that  would  have  shocked  my  grandmother. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


Boy  Wonder  and  The  Big  Burns 

By  Chris  Peterson 

Published  July  2006  Glacier  Geographic, 

$14.95  softcover 

Chris  Peterson,  editor  and  photographer  for 
the  Hungry  Horse  News  in  Columbia  Falls, 
pointed  his  camera  at  the  fires  that  scorched 
Glacier  National  Park  front  1998  to  2003.  Bril¬ 
liant  photographs  and  informative  essays  about 
the  park’s  flora  and  fauna  are  reason  enough  to 
enjoy  this  book,  but  adding  to  the  appeal  is  Boy 
Wonder. 

At  about  18  months,  Peterson’s  son  was 
diagnosed  as  autistic.  Determined  to  connect 
with  Boy  Wonder,  father  and  son  embark  on  a  journey  to  gradually  explore  the 
burned  areas  of  the  nearby  national  park.  Painfully  slow  and  frustrating  in  the 
beginning,  their  forays  eventually  enrich  both  of  their  fives  in  many  ways.  As  the 
author  states,  “If  it  wasn't  for  him,  1  likely  would  have  never  hiked  the  places  1  did 
or  seen  the  things  I  saw." 

Peterson,  whose  photographs  have  appeared  in  The  New  York  Times  and  re¬ 
gional  magazines,  continues  to  hike  in  the  park  several  times  a  week  with  his  son, 
regardless  of  weather. 

-  Judy  Shafier 


As  I  Remember ...  Stories  of  Eastern 
Montana’s  Pioneers  volumes  i  and  n 
By  Gladys  Mullet  Kauffman 
Published  June  and  November  2006  by  Sweetgrass 
Books,  a  division  of  Farcountry  Press,  Helena,  MT 
$15  per  volume,  softcover 

“A  man  must  really  have  a  grudge  against  himself 
to  five  in  this  kind  of  country,”  was  Andrew  Larson’s 
reaction  to  eastern  Montana  as  he  traveled  through  on 
a  train  in  1885.  Seven  years  later,  he  returned  to  spend 
the  next  67  years  in  Glendive. 

Gladys  Mullet  Kauffman  harvested  the  memories  of 
more  than  160  pioneers,  who  -  like  Mr.  Larson  -  were 
startled  by  the  bleak  landscape  that  first  met  their  eyes, 
yet  grew  to  love  the  rugged  beauty  of  the  prairie.  Kauffman,  herself  the  daughter 
of  early  settlers,  began  interviewing  homesteaders  in  1964  and  publishing  those 
stories  in  Glendive’s  newspaper,  the  Ranger-Review. 

Volume  I  includes  Kauffman’s  first  29  interviews,  and  50  additional  stories; 
Volume  II  contains  the  remaining  published  interviews,  four  that  were  unpub¬ 
lished.  and  several  additional  stories,  including  Kauffman's  interview  with  artist 
J.K.  Ralston  and  stories  of  former  Gov.  and  First  Lady  Tim  and  Betty  Babcock. 

Historical  photographs  augment  these  engaging  tales  of  hardy  folk  who  settled 
a  rugged  land. 


The  Willow  Field 

By  William  Kittredge 

Published  October  2006  by  Alfred  A.  Knopf  Pub¬ 
lishers,  New  York,  NY 
$24.95  hardcover 

It  took  William  Kittredge,  a  revered  teacher  in  The 
University  of  Montana’s  creative  writing  program, 
more  than  seven  decades  to  get  around  to  writing  a 
novel.  For  readers,  The  Willow  Field  is  well  worth  that 
long  wait  -  a  savory  story  that’s  steeped  in  opulent, 
earthy  imagery  and  fascinating  characters. 

At  15,  disenchanted  with  high  school  and  enam¬ 
ored  with  horses,  Rossie  Benasco  signs  on  as  a  wran¬ 
gler  with  the  Neversweat  -  one  of  the  last  vast  Nevada 
ranches  -  and  then  spends  a  summer  trailing  more  than  200  horses  to  Calgary. 

His  passions  -  for  horses  and  for  the  fierce,  lovely  and  wealthy  Eliza  Stevenson 
-  land  him  in  the  Bitterroot  Valley  and  propel  him  through  the  broad  yet  intimate 
span  of  a  story  that  encompasses  the  richness  and  rigors  of  marriage  and  father¬ 
hood,  the  uncertainties  of  wars  and  civil  unrest  -  and  even  a  stab  at  state  politics. 

Kittredge  has  also  published  two  collections  of  short  stories,  two  collections  of 
essays  and  an  acclaimed  memoir,  A  Hole  in  the  Sky. 

Working  A  showcase  of  graphic  design  alumni 
from  Montana  State  University 
Edited  by  Jeff  Conger,  Anne  Garner,  Stephanie 
Newman  and  Ben  Meyer 

Published  May  2006  by  Montana  State  University, 

Bozeman,  MT 
$24.95  softcover 

From  books  to  billboards,  graphics  design  is 
everywhere.  The  artists  who  created  the  art,  however, 
are  not  so  obvious,  because  while  the  design  may  be 
ubiquitous,  it  is  also  unsigned. 

The  creators  of  Working:  A  showcase  of  graphic 
design  alumni  from  Montana  State  University  hope  to 
remedy  that,  in  Montana  at  least  The  book  features  75 
agency  owners,  freelancers  and  in-house  graphic  designers  now  plying  their  trade 
in  studios  from  New  York  to  Los  Angeles. 

Four  MSU  graphics  design  professors  supervised  MSU  graphics  design  seniors 
for  one  year  as  they  did  everything  from  designing  the  cover  art  to  page  layout. 

The  book  will  be  used  as  a  textbook  for  sophomore  and  junior  MSU  graphics 
classes  and  distributed  to  high  school  counselors  to  inspire  students  with  a  bent 
toward  art. 

"If  I  told  parents  that  their  child  could  one  day  earn  in  the  six  figures  drawing 
monsters,  they  probably  wouldn’t  believe  it,”  said  MSU  graphic  design  professor 
Jeff  Conger.  “But  graphics  arts  is  a  viable  profession  and  viable  career  path.” 

-  Carol  Schmidt,  MSU  News  Service 


-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


Flash  Point 

By  Sneed  B.  Collard  III 

Published  August  2006  by  Peachtree  Publishers, 

Atlanta,  GA 
$15.95  hardcover 

Acclaimed  Missoula  children’s  author  Sneed  Col¬ 
lard  has  tackled  the  timely  subject  of  wildland/wildfire 
management  in  his  second  novel.  As  intense  fires 
rage  around  the  town  of  Heartwood,  MT,  high  school 
sophomore  Luther  Wright  finds  himself  at  the  center 
of  a  heated  dispute,  with  many  locals  blaming  the 
fires  on  government  policies  that  restrict  logging  on 
national  forests. 

Luther  has  been  working  for  Kay,  the  local  vet, 
who  also  rehabilitates  injured  raptors.  Through  his 
work  with  these  magnificent  birds  -  and  listening  to  various  sides  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  dispute  -  he  has  come  to  believe  that  humans  have  a  responsibility  to  care 
for  the  natural  world.  But  his  views  put  Luther  at  odds  with  some  of  his  classmates 
and  his  stepfather,  a  logger.  A  new  girl  in  town,  Alex,  becomes  an  ally  and  together 
they  commit  a  daring  rescue  that  saves  the  raptors  and  Kay’s  house  when  the  forest 
fire  comes  to  Heartwood. 

"Environmentally  minded  teens  will  appreciate  this  look  at  current  issues 
within  a  coming-of-age  story,"  writes  School  Library  Journal  about  the  book, 
which  was  nominated  for  a  Green  Earth  Book  Award. 

Beaten  by  Nuns 

By  K.A.  Walker 

Published  August  2006  by  PublishAmerica, 

Baltimore,  MD 
$19.95  softcover 

When  asked  about  her  accomplishments  at  a  dinner 
party,  Bigfork  resident  Kelly  Walker  replied,  she  could 
“shoot  you  between  the  eyes  at  a  thousand  yards.” 

Walker  -  trained  to  be  a  crack  shot  by  her  overbear¬ 
ing  father  -  goes  on  tell  the  story  of  her  childhood  in 
this  new  memoir,  Beaten  by  Nuns. 

Walker’s  father  -  an  Irish  Catholic  with  a  mysteri¬ 
ous  connection  to  the  Teamsters  -  figures  prominently 
in  the  story,  as  Walker  and  her  brother  and  sister  try  to 
navigate  his  high  expectations  and  often-cruel  punishments. 

Walker  lived  in  New  Jersey  until  her  family  moved  to  Montana  when  she  was 
in  sixth  grade.  Her  book  vividly  recalls  childhood  adventures,  foibles,  friendships 
and  disappointments. 

Walker  now  resides  in  Bigfork  with  her  husband  and  five  children. 


-  Judy  Shafter 
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Send  us 
book  ideas 

Two  Helena 
publishing  com¬ 
panies  welcome 
book  ideas. 

Farcountry 
Press  invites 
writers,  photogra¬ 
phers,  and  illustra¬ 
tors  to  submit  their 
book  ideas  for 
consideration. 

Farcountry  pub¬ 
lishes  books  on 
regional  popular 
history,  natural 
history  and  na¬ 
tional  parks  for  a 
general  audience 
and  for  children. 
The  company 
also  publishes 
color  photography 
books  on  regions, 
states,  cities  and 
national  parks,  but 
generally  does  not 
publish  poetry  or 
fiction. 

Please  send 
book  proposals  to: 
Acquisitions,  PO 
Box  5630,  Helena, 
MT  59604.  Include 
a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope 
or  your  materials 
will  not  be  re¬ 
turned,  and  do  not 
send  original  art 
or  photographs. 
For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  visit  www.far 
countrypress.com. 

Riverbend 
Publishing  also 
welcomes  book 
proposals  about 
Montana  and  the 
West.  The  com¬ 
pany  publishes 
award-winning 
books  on  regional 
history,  natural 
history,  photogra¬ 
phy  and  Glacier 
and  Yellowstone 
national  parks, 
plus  cookbooks 
and  fiction. 

Send  proposals 
to  Editor,  River- 
bend  Publish¬ 
ing,  PO  Box 
5833,  Helena, 

MT  59604.  Visit 
www.riverbend 
publishing.com 
for  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the 
company. 
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Police 

rescue 

valuable 

violin 

A  $50,000  violin 
that  was  stolen 
from  a  member  of 
the  Turtle  Island 
String  Quartet 
at  the  Billings 
airport  last  April 
was  recovered  in 
December. 

Violinist  Evan 
Price  told  the  Bill¬ 
ings  Gazette  that 
local  police  recov¬ 
ered  his  instrument 
after  a  man  tried 
to  sell  it  to  a  violin 
dealer  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  “who  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  one  of 
my  oldest  friends  in 
the  business.” 

“It  turns  out  he 
called  the  wrong 
guy,"  Price  said  of 
the  thief. 

The  violin,  built 
in  1879  in  Italy  by 
famed  luthier  Eu¬ 
genio  Praga,  was 
accidently  left  on 
curb  at  the  airport 
April  8,  following  a 
performance  by  the 
quartet  the  previous 
evening  at  the  Al¬ 
berta  Bair  Theater. 

After  discover¬ 
ing  that  his  violin 
was  missing,  Price 
searched  local 
pawnshops  to  no 
avail.  He  returned 
to  his  home  near 
San  Francisco  and 
eventually  col¬ 
lected  insurance 
and  bought  another 
instrument. 

Meanwhile, 
he  and  his  wife 
contacted  dealers 
and  music-store 
owners  through¬ 
out  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  about  the 
missing  instrument. 
Although  he  wasn't 
sure  he’d  perform 
on  the  violin  again, 
its  recovery  was 
“a  huge  relief,”  he 
told  the  Gazette. 
“This  whole  time 
I’ve  been  picturing 
it  sitting  in  the  back 
of  a  pickup  truck 
somewhere.” 


Wylie  and  the  Wild  West:  Bucking 
Horse  Moon 

Recorded  and  produced  in  2006  by  John 
Carter  Cash  at  Cash  Cabin  Studios,  Hen¬ 
dersonville,  TN 

Montana  son  Wylie  Gustafson  wastes  no 
time  bringing  out  the  big  guns  on  this,  his  12th 
album,  taken  to  a  new  level  by  recording  down 
yonder  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  with  the 
son  of  one  of 
country  music’s 
legends. 

Backed 
by  a  cadre 
of  excellent 
instrumentalists 
and  perform¬ 
ing  originals 
and  country 
classics,  Wylie  cranks  up  his  signature  sound 
in  barnstormin’  fashion.  Gustafson  says,  “It  is 
. . .  important  that  I  offer  something  that  takes 
traditional  ideas  and  bends  them  into  a  new 
direction.”  He  certainly  succeeds  here. 

The  opener  is  a  snappy  whiplasher  called 
“Whip  Out  a  Yodel.”  Another  tonsil-tickler, 
“Eltopia  Yodel,”  is  a  slow,  gorgeous  piece  with 
thick  layers  of  pedal  steel  and  stunning  yodel- 
ing.  Who  else  can  do  that  now?  Eddy  Arnold 
ain’t  around  anymore. 

The  fun  knee-slapper.  “Jodell,”  is  a  cowpoke 
in  a  Cadillac  featuring  dirty  electric  guitar, 
and  “Rodeo  to  the  Bone”  tells  of  the  sport’s 
penchant  for  crunching  body  parts.  It’s  a  talkin’ 
blues  about  “a  chiropractic  snafu,  an  ortho¬ 
pedic  wreck.”  You  gotta  love  it.  The  title  cut, 
“Bucking  Horse  Moon”  (from  a  poem  by  Paul 
Zarzyski),  is  a  tender  prairie  crooner,  a  belt- 
buckle-shiner  -  the  kind  Wylie  does  so  well. 

Nestled  within  are  true  country  gems  with 
hats  off  to  the  original  recordings:  the  lovely 
Frazier/Owens  tune  “True  Love  Travels  on  a 
Gravel  Road,”  and  Johnny  Cash’s  “Don’t  Take 
Your  Guns  to  Town.”  Gustafson  proves  once 
again  he  can  nail  any  song  of  the  genre,  making 
it  sound  dam  near  as  if  it’s  the  first  time  you’ve 
heard  it. 

Seamless  production  by  John  Carter  Cash 
and  engineers  Chuck  Tuner  and  Trey  Call  (with 
Wylie  in  on  the  mix)  jumps  this  compilation 
to  the  forefront  of  what’s  being  done  right  in 
country  music.  Better  see  Wylie  and  the  Wild 
West  while  you  can. 

Visit  Gustafson  at  www.wylieww.com. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 

International  Choral  Festival, 
Missoula,  Montana,  U.S. A. 

Recorded  in  July,  2006,  at  various  venues  by 
The  Recording  Center  in  Missoula 

What  started  as  the  brainchild  of  Prof. 

Donald  Carey  and  members  of  the  Missoula 
Mendelssohn  Club  in  1987  has  evolved  into  a 
gathering  every  three  years  of  choruses  from 
around  the 
globe.  Carey 
recognized 
music’s  magical 
ability  to  tran¬ 
scend  cultural 
and  political 
boundaries  and 
cross-pollinate 
style  unlike 
any  other  art 
form,  and  in  the 
process,  created 
a  festival  that  gives  listeners  a  thrilling  taste  of 
what  others  are  doing  in  its  vast  realm. 

This  two-CD  compilation,  recorded  live  over 
the  week  of  last  summer’s  festival,  features 
the  unusual  and  beautiful,  in  an  album  of  great 
pacing  and  terrific  sound.  You’ve  got  gospel 
from  Wales,  and  American  musical  theatre  from 
the  Czech  Republic.  A  chain-gang  song  from 
Taiwan.  Children’s  choirs  and  city  choruses 
trotting  out  folk,  popular  and  sacred  music. 

The  Lawrence  Children’s  Choir  (Kansas) 
opens,  with  its  whale  singing  and  dog  yelps, 
and  the  audience  uncertain  when  to  clap 


(“Micma’q  Honour  Song”).  Estonia’s  wonderful 
EELK  Misjonikoor  infuses  “Hea  Soov”  with  rich 
and  layered  harmonies  and  subtle  note  shifts,  and 
spinning  female  leads  twine  around  male  bass  lines 
in  “The  Weaver's  Song”  (“Kangakudumine”). 

There’s  only  one  song  from  India’s  Navracha- 
na  School  Choir,  called  “India,  Yeh  hai  India!” 
but  it’s  an  all-out  stomper  that  rocks.  The  great 
Ansan  City  Choir  of  South  Korea  performs  an 
ornate  “Exultate  Justi  in  Domino”  and  Mozart’s 
“Symphony  #40,  First  Movement,”(yes,  the  dis¬ 
co  hit  in  the  1970s)  with  just  voices.  Splendid! 

And  kudos  to  the  Adelaide  Chamber  Singers 
from  Australia.  Those  folks  never  missed  a  note 
-  especially  the  stunning,  stratospheric  soprano 
on  the  eclectic  “In  Paradisum”  from  “Mass  for 
the  Middle  Aged.”  Gads! 

The  CD  ends  with  the  International  Massed 
Festival  Chorus,  recorded  in  the  Adams  Center 
on  the  last  day  of  the  gathering.  Anyone  who 
attended  even  a  bit  of  the  festival  will  enjoy  this 
collection,  and  for  those  who  missed  it,  be  glad 
it’s  available. 

Visit  www.choralfestival.org. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 

The  Jeni  Fleming  Trio  with  the 
String  Orchestra  of  the  Rockies: 
We’ll  Be  Together  Again 

Recorded  in  2005  at  Hilltop  Recording  Studio 

in  Nashville  and  produced  in  2006  by  the 

Jeni  Fleming  Trio 

Bozeman’s  Jeni  Fleming  Trio  and  the  Mis¬ 
soula-based  String  Orchestra  of  the  Rockies 
have  fashioned  a  unique  collection  of  jazz  and 
show  tunes  here  -  a  collaboration  so  popular  that 
in  December,  the  musicians  toured  Montana  to 
packed  houses. 

What  started 
as  a  conversation 
between  Fleming 
and  her  former 
MSU  music  prof, 

Johan  Jonsson 
(artistic  director 
of  SOR),  blos¬ 
somed  into  a  se¬ 
ductive  coupling 
of  strings  and 
voice.  Financial 
backing  was  obtained  and  orchestra  members 
and  accompanying  musicians  and  arrangers  went 
to  Tennessee’s  recording  hub  to  lay  down  tracks 
to  these  14  tunes.  Trio  members  Jake  Fleming 
(Jeni’s  husband)  and  Chad  Langford  took  turns 
conducting  the  pieces. 

The  songs  cover  the  Latin-sounding  “I 
Concentrate  on  You”  by  Cole  Porter,  and  the 
Mexican  tune  “Cucurrucucu,  Paloma,”  in  which 
Fleming  knocks  out  some  trilly  vocal  licks  a  la 
Linda  Ronstadt.  Cellos,  violins,  and  violas  slide 
around  underneath  each  other  while  Fleming 
soars  on  Lerner  and  Loewe’s  “If  Ever  I  Would 
Leave  You”  from  the  musical  “Camelot.”  Soft 
brushes  attend  the  vocalist’s  glide  through  the 
half-step  notes  of  “Quiet  Now,”  and  following 
that  she  sings  her  dreamy  signature  song,  “Once 
Around  the  Sun,”  written  by  Jake  Fleming. 

The  Ellington/Strayhom/Latouche  smoothie 
“Day  Dream”  features  a  lovely  violin  solo  by 
Jonsson,  and  there’s  even  a  jumpy  Sinatra  num¬ 
ber  (“Come  Fly  with  Me”).  Segue  into  a  take  of 
Rodgers  and  Hammerstein’s  “If  I  Loved  You,” 
from  “Carousel.”  Fleming  simply  slays  the  last 
“you-oooooooo,”  adding  just  the  tiniest  puff  of 
breath  at  the  finish.  Bravo!  She  would  do  Shirley 
Jones  proud! 

I  also  hear  Dionne  Warwick  and  some  Alison 
Krauss  in  Fleming’s  voice,  proving  you  can 
take  everything  to  jazz  and  come  out  with  a 
fine  result.  And  these  classical  musicians  ain’t 
no  slouches  playing  it,  either.  Fleming’s  vocals 
overpower  the  orchestra  a  bit,  but  that’s  in  the 
mix  ...  and  it’s  okay  if  you’ve  got  the  pipes. 

Meanwhile,  SOR  superbly  and  sweetly  does 
its  thing.  Now  and  then  we  hear  a  delightful 
guitar  or  sax  interlude,  yet  those  fabulous  strings 
anchor  all.  I  say  rock  on,  SOR! 

For  more  information,  visit  www.jenifleming. 
com  and  www.sor-montana.org. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 
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Amy  Martin:  Bind  Me  to  Free 

Recorded  in  2006  by  Richard  Kuschel  at  The 

Recording  Center  and  the  Warehouse  Mall 

in  Missoula;  produced  by  Amy  Martin 

Popular  musical  activist  and  Missoula 
songwriter  Amy  Martin  has  regaled  audiences 
in  live  performances  and  through  seven  albums, 
inspiring 
them  to  speak 
against  social 
injustice.  This 
latest  offer¬ 
ing  continues 
that  trend;  it 
was  created 
in  partner¬ 
ship  with  the 
Montana  Hu¬ 
man  Rights 

Network  and  recorded  with  oodles  of  talented 
accompanists. 

This  disc  of  Martin’s  compositions  takes  us 
through  stories  of  war  and  prayer,  and  everyday 
survival. 

“Abu  Ghraib,”  anchored  by  mournful 
harmonica,  recounts  the  story  of  a  young  Army 
soldier  “trained  to  listen  and  obey,”  who,  not 
surprisingly,  finds  herself  turned  by  war  into 
someone  who  could  do  terrible  things.  In 
“Home  Uninjured,”  a  soft  thoughtful  country 
ballad,  we  hear  the  hope  of  a  soldier  dreaming 
of  getting  home  safely;  and  in  “DC  ’03,”  Martin 
has  an  epiphany  -  she  falls  in  love  with  soldiers 
she  may  have  intended  to  confront  and  worries 
about  their  fate. 

The  title  cut,  “Bind  Me  to  Free,”  is  a  story 
song  in  which  Martin  yearns  to  trade  the  seduc¬ 
tive  strands  of  comfort  and  predictability  for  the 
gilded  threads  of  true  independence. 

My  favorite  might  be  “Satan,  I  Rebuke 
Thee.”  It’s  a  steely  dirge,  an  ominous  gospel 
exorcism.  Tingly  with  spooky,  scraping  guitar 
and  strident  piano,  Martin  gives  the  Devil  his 
due  in  a  desolate,  bitter  lashing  of  all  that  is  evil 
-  “wherever  you  may  live. .  .whatever  disguise 
you  may  wear.”  Powerful! 

Martin  is  good  at  a  lot  of  things  here.  She 
writes  thoughtful  songs  that  meld  sorrow  and 
irony  and  laughter,  and  leave  us  humming  very 

listenable  choruses.  Might  be  why  she’s  so 

popular. 

Visit  her  at  www.amymartin.org. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 


John  Floridis:  December’s  Quiet 
Joy 

Recorded  in  2006  by  Rick  Kueshell  at  The 
Recording  Center  in  Missoula,  MT  and 
produced  by  John  Floridis 

Guitar  talent  John  Floridis,  on  the  Missoula 
music  scene  since  1993,  says,  “I  love  the  sound 
of  an  acoustic  guitar  in  its  most  naked  form  ...” 

I’ll  say.  His 
fifth  CD  is 
a  lovely  and 
understated 
compendium 
of  Christmas 
music,  with 
just  guitar,  and, 
of  course,  the 
superb  engi¬ 
neering  of  Rick 
Kueshell.  Flo¬ 
ridis  runs  through  a  library  of  traditional  gems 
with  one  exception  -  the  sprightly  and  crisp 
Bruce  Cockburn  tune  “Joy  Will  Find  a  Way.” 

The  album  flows  from  the  outset,  surpris¬ 
ing  us  in  style  and  arrangement.  “God  Rest  Ye 
Merry  Gentlemen”  hums  along  like  a  Span¬ 
ish  ballad;  “Good  King  Wenceslas”  is  rocky 
and  syncopated,  wherein  Floridis’s  effortless, 
patented  knocking-wood  rhythm  percolates 
alongside  the  melody.  Fingerpation! 

“What  Child  Is  This,”  whose  mournful  and 
liquid  intro  drones  thick  with  chords,  morphs  into 
what  sounds  like  a  clavichord  playing.  Nifty.  “In 
the  Bleak  Midwinter”  rings  folky  and  bell-like; 
“Oh  Come,  Oh  Come,  Emmanuel”  pours  out 
cascading  waterfalls  of  melody.  Restful. 

“Little  Drummer  Boy”  gets  its  offbeat  timing 
fooled  with,  and  “We  Three  Kings”  opens  as  a 
dreamlike  puzzle  of  sound,  jumping  soulfully, 
then  spills  into  thematic  deviations.  Gorgeous. 

“Silent  Night,”  ethereal  and  bold,  and  free 
of  ornamentation,  is  a  terrific  classical  interpre¬ 
tation.  It  is  quiet  and  joyful.  And  though  this 
collection  may  be  seasonal,  when  sleet  sounds 
the  clarion  of  an  imminent  winter  storm,  why 
not  spin  it. 

Visit  the  artist  at  www.johnfloridis.com. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 
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Montana  Poetry  Celebration 


A  democracy  of  poets  and  lovers  of 


poetry  convenes 


By  Sandra  Alcosser 
Montana  Poet  Laureate 

A  democracy  of  poets 
and  lovers  of  poetry  came 
together  under  the  Capitol 
Rotunda  on  Jan.  4  to 
celebrate  Montana.  With 
the  accompaniment  of 
flute  and  guitar,  poets  read 
of  huckleberry  break¬ 
fasts,  jars  of  wild  plums, 
beloved  family,  friends, 
animals  and  cars. 

The  group  of  at  least  30 
poets  and  lovers  of  poetry 
traveled  in  bright  sun, 
over  black  ice  from  all 
comers  of  the  state.  They 
ranged  in  age  and  occupa¬ 
tion  from  young  college 
students  to  homesteaders. 

Arlynn  Fishbaugh,  executive  director  of 
the  Montana  Arts  Council,  introduced  the  first 
readers,  the  legislative  supporters  of  the  lau- 
reateship:  Beverly  Barnhart  of  Bozeman,  Sen. 
Sam  Kitzenberg  of  Glasgow  and  Rep.  Robin 
Hamilton  of  Missoula. 

Mark  Sherouse,  executive  director  of  the 
Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities,  and 
Kim  Anderson,  director  of  the  Montana  Center 
for  the  Book  and  Montana  Festival  of  the  Book, 
drove  over  from  Missoula,  as  did  Heather 
Cahoon.  a  University  of  Montana  PhD  recipient 
in  history,  anthropology  and  Native  American 
studies. 

Ms.  Cahoon,  who  is  Pend  d’  Oreille,  Spo¬ 
kane,  Nez  Perce,  Dutch,  Austrian,  Irish  and 


Poet  Laureate  Sandra  Alcosser 


Kootenai,  the  second  oldest 
of  eight  children  who  grew 
up  in  St.  Ignatius,  read 
poems  from  her  prizewin¬ 
ning  chapbook.  Elk  Thirst. 
She  also  read  a  poem  from 
Riding  the  Earthboy  40, 
by  Black  Feet,  Gros  Ventre 
poet  and  prose  writer,  the 
late  James  Welch,  and  a 
poem  from  Another  At¬ 
tempt  at  Rescue  by  M.L. 
Smoker,  an  enrolled  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Assiniboine  and 
Sioux  tribes. 

Other  poets  from  Mis¬ 
soula  were  Peggy  and  Roily 
Meinholtz,  Kristi  Hager, 
Romy  LeClaire 
Gorham  and 


Entelechy 

By  Rep.  Robin  Hamilton, . 

Missoula 

Cold  milk  wind  whines  through  the  old  osier 
in  a  parabola  of  thin  branches.  Last  year's  thistles 

bang  dryly  against  the  garage.  First  flowers, 
crocus,  hyacinth,  tulip,  rinsed  by  rain, 

shout  a  soliloquy  of  red  and  violet  at  indelicate 
air. 

Small  bright  birds  retreat  from  the  late  blizzard 

to  thick  branches  near  the  willow's  heart. 

April  snow  hisses  horizontal  and  accumulates 

like  piles  of  rice,  white  among  iris  leaves 
stabbing  upward,  early  season  scimitars. 

Tomorrow  sun  will  erase  a  last  scrawl  of  winter 
and  green  enforce  the  theme  of  spring. 


Shaun  Gant. 

Kerri  Lyn  Kumasaka,  poet 
and  general  manager  of  Boul¬ 
der  Hot  Springs  Inn,  Spa  and 
Retreat  Center  in  Boulder,  read, 
as  did  Sid  Gustafson,  a  novelist 
and  veterinarian  from  Bozeman. 
Gustafson  is  also  professor  of 
equine  studies  at  The  University 
of  Montana- Western  in  Dillon 
where  he  manages  the  Natural 
Horsemanship  Program.  Roger 
Dunsmore,  a  finalist  for  the  2005 
laureateship.  drove  up  from  Dil¬ 
lon  where  he  teaches  literature 
and  writing  at  UM-Western. 

Helena  readers  were  Caroline 
Patterson,  of 


Dusty  Huestis 
Country  Poets 


Farcountry 

Press,  editor  of  the  recently 
published  Montana  Women 
Writers:  A  Geography  of  the 
Heart:  Rick  Newby,  poet 
and  editor  of  Drumlummon 
Views,  an  online  journal 
devoted  to  Montana  arts 
and  culture;  Larry  Bauer,  a 
graduate  of  Carroll  College; 
and  Donna  Davis,  a  poet  and 
Helena  lawyer. 

Tami  Haaland  co-hosted 
"Montana  Poetry;  A  Celebra¬ 
tion.”  She  is  a  professor  at 
MSU-Billings  whose  first 
book.  Breath  in  Every  Room, 


won  the  Nicholas  Roerich  Prize  from  Story 
Line  Press.  Virginia  Howell  also  attended  from 
Billings.  Other  Montana  poets  were  Gretchen 
Olheiser,  Hillary  Hoffman,  Bill  Lovelady  and 
Sarah  Louise  Hannah. 

Patricia  Grabow  read  poems  by  her  fam¬ 
ily,  including  those  of  her  grandfather  who 
built  the  first  building  in  “Stringtown,”  now 
Bridger,  where  Calamity  Jane  kept  a  shack 
behind  his  saloon  in  the  winter  of  1898.  Dusty 
Huestis,  a  Havre  mechanic  and  president  of 
Montana  Country  Poets  and  Pickers,  and  Rick 
Johnston,  a  ranch  hand  on  the  Hi-Line,  capped 
the  afternoon’s  celebration  with  poetry  and 
song.  Dusty  sang  of  still-standing  sod  and 
stone  buildings  built  by  his  grandfather  in 
northern  Montana. 

If  you  missed  the  reading,  you  might  still 
crah  nn.  r,f  thp  poets’  poems  from  the  poetry 
dispenser,  designed  and  set 
up  by  Belgrade  poet  Mi¬ 
chele  Cornel,  in  the  Hotter 
Museum  in  Helena. 

“Montana  Poetry:  A  Cel¬ 
ebration”  was  the  second  of 
two  statewide  events  hosted 
by  the  poet  laureate  in  the 
last  six  months.  The  first 
was  “Montana  Poetry:  A 
Conversation,”  an  invita¬ 
tion  for  Montanans  to  think 
about  how  poetry  might  be 
woven  into  the  life  of  their 
community. 

The  conversation,  which 
took  place  in  the  Missoula 
of  Montana  Art  Museum  during  the 

and  Pickers  Montana  Festival  of  the 

Book,  featured  a  discussion 
by  community  leaders,  including  Beth  Ferris, 
poet  and  co-founder  of  the  nonprofit  organiza¬ 
tion  Living  Arts;  Lowell  Jaeger,  poet,  2005 
laureate  finalist  and  editor  of  forthcoming 
anthology,  Poems  Across  the  Big  Sky:  Megan 
McNamer,  chief  administrator  for  the  Missou¬ 
la  Writing  Collaborative;  Sheryl  Noethe,  poet 
and  executive  director  of  the  Missoula  Writing 
Collaborative;  M.L.  Smoker,  poet  and  repre¬ 
sentative  from  the  Office  of  Public  Instruc¬ 
tion,  where  she  works  in  the  Indian  Education 
Division;  and  Corby  Skinner,  director  of  the 
Writer’s  Voice  of  the  Billings  YMCA.  Kim 
Anderson,  Tami  Haaland  and  Rick  Newby 
were  invaluable  participants  in  both  the  Mis¬ 
soula  and  Helena  events. 


Audience  enjoys  the  Montana 
Poetry  Celebration  (left);  Roily 
and  Peggy  Meinholtz  were  among 
the  readers  (above);  and  for  those 
who  missed  the  affair,  poems  may 
be  plucked  from  Michele  Corriel’s 
Poetry  Dispensers,  located  in  the 
Holter  Museum  in  Helena,  the  Em¬ 
erson  Center  in  Bozeman  and  Aunt 
Dofe’s  Hall  of  Recent  Memories  in 
Willow  Creek  (right). 

(Photos  by  Christy  Stiles) 


Poetry 
Dispensers 
popping  up 
around  state 

Belgrade  poet 
and  writer  Michele 
Corriel  christened 
her  latest  satellite 
Poetry  Dispenser 
with  a  reading 
Feb.  17  at  Aunt 
Dofe’s  Hall  of 
Recent  Memory  in 
Willow  Creek. 

Corriel,  whose 
work  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  numer¬ 
ous  anthologies 
and  magazines 
both  locally 
and  across  the 
country,  is  most 
well-known  for  her 
freelance  writing, 
which  combines 
art  reviews 
with  subjective 
interpretations, 
Corriel  has  also 
been  perform¬ 
ing  her  poetry  in 
galleries  around 
Bozeman  and 
participated  in  the 
Montana  Poetry 
Celebration  at  the 
Capitol  Rotunda 
in  Helena,  Jan.  4. 

Corriel’s  Poetry 
Dispensers  have 
been  popping  up 
around  the  state. 
The  Emerson 
Center  for  Arts 
and  Culture  has 
been  hosting 
a  dispenser  in 
its  lobby  since 
October  and  the 
Holter  Museum 
in  Helena  is  now 
home  to  one 
as  well. 

To  submit 
a  poem  to 
the  poetry 
dispenser, 
email  poetry 
dispenser 
@gmail.com. 
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Technology 
conference 
focuses  on 
art  projects 

Western 
Education  will 
host  its  11th  an¬ 
nual  Technology 
Roundup  Con¬ 
ference  March 
28-30  at  the 
Billings  Hotel 
and  Convention 
Center  (next  door 
to  the  Holiday 
Inn). 

Sessions  for 
educators  cover 
a  plethora  of 
topics,  including 
digital  photogra¬ 
phy,  art  projects 
using  technology 
and  current  brain 
research.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  teachers 
from  five  states 
will  gather  to  dis¬ 
play  and  share 
new  ideas  for  art 
projects. 

For  details,  call 
800-537-7286 
or  visit  www. 
westerned.com 
for  details. 


Putting  arts  at  the  heart  of  education 


By  Debi  Biegei 
Montana  Teacher  of  the  Year 

Walking  through  the  halls  of  Hawthorne 
Elementary  School  in  Bozeman,  you  will  see  a 
kaleidoscope  of  incredible  children's  art.  You 
also  might  hear  an  opera  about  the  Bozeman 
Trail;  hear  poetry  about  the  planets;  or  see 
a  fifth-grade  production  of  "A  Midsummer 
Night’s  Dream.” 

Kent  Seidel  from  the  Association  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Arts  Education  says.  “We  must 
include  the  arts  in  the  education  of  all  students 
if  we  want  our  children  to  be  prepared  for 
the  challenges  of  life  and  work  in  our  global 
society.  The  challenges  of  today,  and  most  cer¬ 
tainly  of  tomorrow,  require  the  abilities,  skills, 
habits  and  knowledge  that  education  in  the  arts 
is  uniquely  able  to  provide.” 

I  have  had  the  fortunate  experience  of 
teaching  music  in  several  wonderful  schools  in 
Bozeman  for  27  years.  In  1991,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  and  vision  of  principal  Marilyn  Delger, 
Hawthorne  Elementary  School  became  the 
Montana  Model  School  for  the  Arts. 

For  the  last  15  years.  I  have  witnessed  first 
hand  the  far-reaching  benefits  to  children, 
teachers  and  community  when  a  school  puts 
“arts  at  the  heart  of  education.”  I  have  seen 
higher  student  academic  achievement,  and  hap¬ 
pier,  enthusiastic  and  more  confident  children 
who  are  ready  to  go  out  and  conquer  the  world. 

Sabrina  Holcomb,  author  of  an  article  titled 
“State  of  the  Arts”  in  January  2007  NEA  Today, 
wrote  that.  "Five  years  after  the  No  Child  Left 
Behind  law  (NCLB)  first  opened  to  mixed 


reviews  from  captive  audiences,  arts  education 
must  fight  for  a  seat  in  the  classroom.  A  small 
number  of  forward-thinking  school  districts 
have  begun  to  integrate  the  arts  across  the  cur¬ 
riculum  and  into  the  fabric  of  the  school  day. 
But  in  the  vast  majority  of  public  schools,  arts 
programs  -  and  teachers  -  are  in  more  trouble 
than  ever,  despite  the  growing  body  of  evidence 
showing  a  powerful  link  between  arts  educa¬ 
tion,  student  achievement  and  teacher  perfor¬ 
mance.” 

In  “Curtain  Call”  (NEA  Today,  Novem¬ 
ber  2004),  author  Kristen  Loschert  says  that 
“NCLB  actually  includes  the  arts  in  its  defini¬ 
tion  of  core  academic  subjects,  but  the  law 
doesn’t  mandate  testing  in  those  areas,  so  un¬ 
like  reading  and  math,  they  don’t  count  toward 
a  school’s  performance  outcomes.  The  irony? 
The  very  students  NCLB  is  most  aimed  at  help¬ 
ing  -  those  who  are  low-income,  minority,  and 
academically  vulnerable  -  are  the  ones  studies 
consistently  show  stand  the  most  to  gain  from 
regular  arts  instruction.” 

“By  recognizing  the  arts  as  cognitive,  the 
field  of  education  is  starting  to  acknowledge  the 
academic  value  and  potential  of  arts  instruc¬ 
tion,”  says  Amy  Duma,  director  of  the  Kennedy 
Center’s  Changing  Education  Through  the  Arts. 
Holcomb  writes  that,  “There  has  been  more 
data  gathered  on  the  link  between  arts  instruc¬ 
tion  and  higher  SAT  scores.”  She  refers  to  a 
2005  College  Board  study  that  found,  “Students 
who  took  four  years  of  arts  coursework  outper¬ 
formed  peers  who  had  taken  similar  classes  for 

a  half-year  or  less  by  58  points  on  the  verbal 
portion  of  the  SAT  and 
by  38  points  on  the  math 
portion.” 

“We  know  there’s  a  big 
resistance  to  spending  time 
and  money  on  arts  educa¬ 
tion,”  says  one  researcher. 
“Our  response  is,  ‘Keep 
kids  in  band  and  drama, 
and  their  SAT  scores  will 
improve.’” 

At  Hawthorne  School,  as 
well  as  in  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  schools  in  Bozeman, 
across  Montana  and  across 
the  nation,  the  school  staff 
believes  that  to  achieve 
educational  excellence,  the 
arts  are  basic.  Delger,  who 
recently  retired,  wrote  that, 
“The  fine  arts  are  taught 


Young  violinist  performs  at  Hawthorne 
School  in  Bozeman. 


both  as  basic  subject  matter  and  as  a  way  to 
enrich  curriculum.  The  school’s  team  approach 
to  education  enhances  the  achievement  of  the 
school’s  goal  -  to  create  an  exemplary  learning 
environment  that  emphasizes  active  learning, 
creative  thinking  and  problem  solving.” 

Eric  Jensen,  the  author  of  the  book.  Arts 
with  the  Brain  in  Mind,  writes  that  the  thesis  of 
his  book  is  that  arts  “are  not  only  fundamental 
to  success  in  our  demanding,  highly  technical, 
fast-moving  world,  but  they  are  what  makes 
us  most  human,  most  complete  as  people.  Arts 
contribute  to  our  growth  as  human  beings.  The 
time  has  come  to  take  the  arts  seriously.  At  a 
time  when  higher  standards  are  being  thrust  on 
all  of  us,  arts  have  an  even  bigger  place. 

“Even  if  one  could  get  the  higher  scores 
without  a  basic  or  integrated  arts  curriculum, 
do  you  really  want  to  live  in  a  world  where  the 
best  that  we  have  to  offer  is  a  high-test-score 
graduate,  but  a  person  who  can’t  work  with 
others,  be  creative  and  express  himself,  solve 
real-world  problems,  and  do  it  with  civility?  I 
would  not  choose  that  world;  would  you?” 

I  would  prefer  arts  at  the  heart  of  education. 

Debi  Biegei  is  a  band,  choir,  general  mu¬ 
sic,  and  piano  instructor  at  five  schools  in 
Bozeman,  and  was  named  Montana’s  2006 
Teacher  of  the  Year. 


£  c 

I  have  witnessed  first  hand  the 
far-reaching  benefits  to  children, 
teachers  and  community  when  a 
school  puts  'arts  at  the  heart  of 
education/  I  have  seen  higher  student 
academic  achievement,  and  happier, 
enthusiastic  and  more  confident 
children  who  are  ready  to  go  out  and 
conquer  the  world." 

-  Debi  Biegei 
Montana  Teacher  of  the  Year 


Project  helps  students  learn  about  tribal  government 


By  David  Spear 

Poet  Jennifer  Greene  and  I  have  collaborated 
on  a  number  of  projects  involving  our  back¬ 
grounds  as  a  writer  and  an  image-maker  with 
students  throughout  Montana.  Much  of  our 
work  has  been  focused  here  on  the  Flathead 
Reservation. 

When  last  summer  one  of  our  students  from 
St.  Ignatius  pointed  out  she  had  never  been  to  a 
powwow,  this  seemed  very  surprising  to  us. 

On  the  Flathead  Reservation,  where  there 
are  more  non-Indian  people  and  more  non- 
Native  students  than  Indians,  there  isn’t  a 
wide  knowledge  among  the  local  population 
about  how  local  tribal  government  works. 

This  helped  inspire  a  project  titled  “Tribal 
Government  of  the  Flathead  Reservation,” 
which  recently  received  an  Indian  Education 
for  All  Implementation  Assistance  grant  from 
the  Montana  State  Office  of  Public  Instruction 


(OPI). 

Since  students  at  Two  Eagle  River  School, 
a  tribal  high  school  located  in  Pablo,  study 
tribal  government  as  part  of  their  curriculum, 
we  thought  they  might  be  the  perfect  group  to 
involve  directly  in  the  project.  We  didn’t  assume 
that  every  Two  Eagle  River  student  would  know 
all  of  the  aspects  of  how  the  Confederated  Salish 
and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  the  Flathead  Reserva¬ 
tion  government  works  but  we  thought  that  they 
might  be  interested  in  learning  more  about  their 
tribal  government. 

The  project  is  designed  to  involve  students  at 
Two  Eagle  River  School  in  learning  first-hand 
about  their  government  by  interviewing  and  por¬ 
traying  members  of  the  tribal  council.  Students 
will  then  take  what  they  have  learned,  create  a 
power  point  or  DVD  presentation  and  share  this 
information  with  students  and  teachers  at  public 
schools  on  the  Flathead  Reservation. 


In  creating  these  presentations.  Two  Eagle 
River  School  students  will  become  more 
closely  connected  to  the  process  of  their  gov¬ 
ernment.  And  by  studying  and  discussing  this 
government  model,  students  and  teachers  will 
gain  a  more  intimate  connection  to  the  Indian 
community  on  the  Flathead  Reservation. 

It  is  our  hope  that  tribal  students  involved  in 
the  project  will  make  present-day  connections 
to  their  government,  and  in  the  process  will 
develop  an  understanding  of  their  unique  cul¬ 
tural  heritage,  which  they  will  pass  on  to  the 
students  in  social  studies  classes  in  the  public 
schools.  Then,  collaboratively,  students  can 
analyze,  evaluate  and  compare  this  govern¬ 
ment  form  to  others  they  know. 

Students  will  also  gain  skills  in  the  visual 
arts,  including  the  discussion  and  creation  of 
camera-made  images  that  will  make  up  the 

Continued  on  next  page 


State  of  the  Arts  •  March/April  2007 


Montana  masters  with  the  Lewistown  Art  Lady 


By  Kristi  Niemeyer 

Most  days  of  the  week,  Cheryl  Bannes  loads 
up  her  truck  with  art  supplies  and  strikes  out 
across  central  Montana,  where  the  children  at 
more  than  20  rural  schools  know  her  simply  as 
“the  Lewistown  Art  Lady.” 

Her  residencies  in  nine  counties,  funded  in 
part  this  year  with  a  grant  from  the  National  En¬ 
dowment  for  the  Arts’  American  Masterpieces 
program,  give  children  in  far-flung  communities 
a  taste  of  American  art  (with  an  emphasis  on 
Montana  artists)  and  an  opportunity  to  learn  art 
basics. 

But  for  Bannes,  an  experienced  artist  and 
teacher,  “the  big  thing  is  the  creative  thought 
process.  That’s  what’s  important  to  me.” 

Bannes  has  developed  10  workshops  that 
teach  the  range  of  skills  required  in  the  Montana 
Standards  for  the  Arts.  Her  offerings  include 
line,  shading,  composi¬ 
tion,  color,  depth  and 
perspective,  balance, 
form  and  function, 
abstraction,  texture  and 
positive  and  negative 
space. 

“I  make  sure  the  work 
addresses  the  standards 
and  that  we’re  reach¬ 
ing  our  benchmarks,” 
she  says.  Each  teacher 
receives  a  copy  of  her 
lesson  plan  and  sug¬ 
gestions  for  follow-up 
projects. 

She  visits  many  schools  one  day  each  month, 
spending  90  minutes  or  two  hours  with  a  class, 
or  combination  of  classes.  “It’s  fast  and  furious 
art,”  she  says.  Sometimes,  when  she  works  with 
students  in  the  eight  one-room  schoolhouses  on 
her  route,  they  devote  a  full  day  to  art-making. 

She  accompanies  each  topic  with  relevant 
work  by  Montana  or  American  "masters.”  In  her 
line  workshop,  for  example,  she  shows  sculp¬ 
tures  by  Bozeman  artist  Tina  DeWeese,  and 
then  asks  the  children  to  draw  a  self-portrait, 
and  create  that  image  in  wire. 

For  lessons  in  shading,  shadows  and  gray¬ 
scale,  she  shows  students  the  intricate  draw¬ 
ings  of  Havre  pencil  artist  Don  Greytak,  before 
asking  them  to  work  on  a  drawing  of  their  own. 
Because  the  artist  lives  in  the  neighborhood  and 
creates  work  about  subjects  they  know,  Bannes 
says  it  adds  impetus  to  the  project.  “They  know 
where  Havre  is  and  they  can  really  relate  to  his 
subject  matter  because  many  of  them  live  on  or 
near  a  farm.” 

For  composition,  she  focuses  on  the  col¬ 
lages  of  Montana  folk  artist  Winnie  Lloyd,  who 


Student  composition  explores  shading, 
shadows  and  grayscale. 


taught  for  many  years  near  Forsyth.  Her  large- 
scale  collages  evoke  scenes  from  her  childhood 
and  Montana’s  landscape. 

Lloyd’s  son  is  the  principal  at  Moore  -  one  of 
the  schools  on  Bannes’s  route  -  and  let  the  art 
teacher  borrow  one  of  his  mother’s  collages  so 
children  could  see  an  original  artwork.  “I  carried  it 
around  with  me  for  two  months,  very  nervously,” 
says  Bannes.  “It  was  an  opportunity  for  the  kids  to 
see  actual  artwork  by  a  wonderful  Montana  folk 
artist.” 

In  January,  when  students  were  studying  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  Bannes  shared  the  paintings  of 
African-American  artist  Jacob  Lawrence  while 
exploring  the  color  wheel.  “I’ve  been  able  to  point 
out  to  children  the  struggles  he  faced,  and  that  it’s 
not  always  political  figures  who  change  history,” 
says  Bannes.  "Sometimes  an  artist  can  make  a 
place  in  history  too.” 

When  it  came  to  exploring 
the  differences  between  form 
and  function,  Bannes  paired 
the  works  of  the  state’s  two 
ceramic  superstars  -  Rudy 
Autio  and  Peter  Voulkos 
-  with  Sue  Tirrell,  who  also 
taught  art  in  the  region. 

Bannes  says  students 
are  often  perplexed  by  the 
tom,  rough  look  of  pots  by 
Voulkos.  “I  was  working 
with  students  at  a  Hutterite 
Colony,  and  a  boy  said,  ‘it 
looks  like  a  plate  but  it  looks  like  it's  broken,”’ 
says  Bannes.  “He  didn’t  like  it  so  much,  but  he 
said  that  didn’t 
mean  it  wasn’t 
good.” 

The  experience 
of  looking  at  art 
that’s  outside  of 
their  norm  helps 
students  under¬ 
stand  “that  it’s  not 
a  cookie-cutter 
process  . . .  They 
learn  to  see  it  and 
appreciate  the  work 
that’s  gone  into  it, 
even  if  they  don’t 
appreciate  the  final  form.” 

She  expects  that  a  workshop  she’ll  teach  this 
spring  on  balance,  using  found  objects  and  the 
life-size  horse  sculptures  of  Bozeman  artist 
Deborah  Butterfield,  “will  definitely  create  some 
conversation.” 

“I’ll  be  very  interested  in  seeing  kids’  reactions 
to  Butterfield’s  work,”  says  Bannes.  ‘They’re  very 
specific  about  how  horses  should  look.” 
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As  they  were  walking 
out,  I  heard  one  little  girl 
say  to  another,  'look  at  my 
picture,  look  at  my  horizon 

line/  From  a  five-year-old!" 

-  Cheryl  Bannes 


Sample  of  student-created  collage. 

That  workshop  and  others  also  offer  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  Bannes  “to  convey  to  students  and 
teachers  that  art  doesn’t  have  to  be  oil  paint  on 
canvas  or  pencil  on  paper.” 

“Rural  schools,  especially,  are  often  on  a 
very  limited  budget,”  she  says.  “We  try  to  use 
ordinary  things.” 

Bannes,  whose  husband  is  a  contractor,  often 
raids  lumber  yards  and  construction  sites  for  art 
supplies,  filling  her  truck  with  drywall,  foam 
insulation  and  scraps  of  wood.  She  also  invites 
children  to  bring  wire  or  discarded  objects  to 
the  classroom. 

When  students  were  building  wire  sculp¬ 
tures,  a  la  Tina 
DeWeese,  she 
would  ask,  “do 
you  have  wire 
lying  around  the 
ranch?  ‘Well 
yeah,’  they’d 
say.” 

“It’s  nice 
to  show  them 
you  can  create 
with  anything 
you  can  find  . . . 
it’s  about  the 
creative  process 
-  creative  feeling  and  creative  thought  create 
the  object.” 

But  do  the  kids  get  it?  Bannes  recalls  teach¬ 
ing  composition  to  a  group  of  kindergarten  stu¬ 
dents.  “As  they  were  walking  out,  I  heard  one 
little  girl  say  to  another.  Took  at  my  picture, 
look  at  my  horizon  line.’  From  a  five-year-old!” 

For  the  Lewistown  Art  Lady,  “That  makes  it 
all  worth  it.  That’s  very  cool.” 


Project  helps  students 

(from  previous  page) 

visual  content  of  their  final  presentation.  Students  will  also  develop  com¬ 
munication  skills  by  speaking  and  listening  to  tribal  leaders  and  their  ideas. 
Then,  by  taking  the  project  to  other  students  and  presenting  it  first-hand, 
students  may  begin  to  compare  and  contrast  their  experiences.  Their  pre¬ 
sentations  will  also  help  foster  discussions  of  Indian  culture  and  society. 

Award-winning  poet  Jennifer  K.  Greene  was  born  and  raised  on  the  Flat- 
head  Reservation  and  worked  as  a  newspaper  editor  from  2000-2003.  She 
teaches  full-time  at  Salish  Kootenai  College  in  Pablo  and  also  works  for  the 
Missoula  Writing  Collaborative  as  a  poet-in-residence  at  Two  Eagle  River 
School. 

David  J.  Spear  is  a  photographer  and  educator  who  taught  photography 
and  imaging  at  New  York  University,  Tisch  School  of  the  Arts.  His  work  has 
been  exhibited  in  Europe  and  throughout  the  United  States  and  appeared  in 
many  national  and  international  magazines.  He  is  currently  a  Montana  Arts 
Council  teaching  photographer  and  teaches  at  Salish  Kootenai  College. 


The  Tribal  Government  Complex  on  the  Flathead  Reservation  in 
Pablo,  where  the  Tribal  Council  convenes. 

(Photo  by  James  Knapp,  Two  Eagle  River  School) 


New  dance 

explores 

physics 

Young  Audi¬ 
ences  of  West¬ 
ern  Montana 
premiered  “A 
CoMotion  in 
Motion,”  a  new 
dance  program 
created  and  cho¬ 
reographed  by 
Karen  Kaufmann, 
Jan.  17  in 
Missoula. 

“A  CoMotion  in 
Motion,”  based 
on  Newton’s 
Laws  of  Motion, 
uses  contem¬ 
porary  dance 
to  introduce  el¬ 
ementary  physics 
concepts  -  mass, 
momentum,  fric¬ 
tion,  gravity  and 
inertia.  The  piece 
features  interac¬ 
tive  dialogue  with 
the  audience,  an 
original  story  and 
sound  score,  col¬ 
orful  Dr.  Seuss- 
like  costumes 
and  upbeat 
choreography. 
Following  the 
premiere  event, 
“A  CoMotion  in 
Motion”  is  touring 
as  a  Young  Audi¬ 
ences  program 
to  area  schools 
and  outreach 
communities. 

Kaufmann, 
an  associate 
professor  and 
head  of  the 
dance  program 
at  The  University 
of  Montana,  has 
also  been  invited 
to  perform  the 
new  work  at  the 
National  Dance 
Association 
Dance  Educa¬ 
tion  Conference 
in  Saratoga 
Springs,  NY,  this 
June. 

For  more 
information,  call 
Young  Audiences 
at  406-549-2984 
or  Kaufmann  at 
406-243-2870. 
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Expressions 
Of  Silence 
heads  to  DC 

The  Great 
Falls  group 
Expressions  of 
Silence  is  raising 
funds  to  perform 
in  Washington, 
DC,  in  June  for 
the  National 
Association  of 
Music  Education 
(MENC)  during 
the  culmination 
of  its  National 
Anthem  Project 
-  a  50-state  cam¬ 
paign  to  “restore 
America’s  voice 
through  music 
education.” 

As  part  of 
festivities,  vocal 
and  instrumental 
ensembles  from 
each  state  will 
provide  30-min¬ 
ute  concerts  at 
one  of  ten  of  the 
capital’s  notable 
venues,  includ¬ 
ing  memorials, 
monuments, 
museums  and 
historic  sites. 

The  group, 
comprised  of  stu¬ 
dents  in  grades 
6-12  at  the 
Montana  School 
for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind,  performs 
in  sign  language 
and  choreogra¬ 
phy  to  music. 

Fourteen  stu¬ 
dents  have  been 
invited  to  per¬ 
form,  but  must 
raise  money 
for  airfare,  food 
and  lodging. 

For  details,  call 
the  school  at 
406-771-6000. 


Native  News 


Business  alliance  promotes  Montana's  "Indianpreneurs" 


Opportunity  for  Artists 


The  2007  MIBA  conference  will  be  held  Sept.  17-19 
at  the  Red  Lion  Colonial  Hotel  in  Helena.  The  Montana 
Arts  Council  would  like  Montana  artists  to  be  aware  of  a 
special  opportunity.  Up  to  20  artists  interested  in  expand¬ 
ing  their  markets  will  have  the  chance  to  showcase  their 
work  during  the  conference. 

For  more  information  contact  MIBA  directly  at 
info@mibaonline.org  or  the  Montana  Arts  Council  through 
Cinda  Holt,  cholt@montana.com  or  406-777-0090. 


By  Sue  Woodrow 
Reprinted  with  permission 
From  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
of  Minneapolis, 

Community  Dividend  2006,  Issue  No.  5 

Across  Indian  Country,  efforts  to  promote, 
enhance  and  sustain  tribal  sovereignty  have 
been  steadily  gaining  ground  over  the  last  two 
decades  or  so,  in  tandem  with  tribal  economic 
development  efforts. 

Until  recently,  those  economic  development 
efforts  have  largely  been  in  the  form  of  tribal 
enterprises  -  businesses  owned  and  operated  by 
tribal  governments.  Private  sector  business  de¬ 
velopment  and  entrepreneurship  have  generally 
taken  a  back  seat  when  tribes  plan  and  imple¬ 
ment  economic  development  strategies. 

In  Montana,  however,  tribal  representatives 
and  business  leaders  have  established  a  new 
coalition  to  help  private  business  sectors  grow 
and  flourish.  The  Montana  Indian  Business  Al¬ 
liance  (MIBA)  focuses  on  strengthening  tribal 
sovereignty  and  economies  by  drawing  attention 
to  the  important  role  the  private  sector  can  play 
in  Indian  Country. 

Planting  the  seeds 

MIBA  is  a  direct  outcome  of  the  Montana 
Indian  Business  Conference,  which  a  diverse 
group  of  sponsoring  organizations  and  planning 
team  members  hosted  in  Great  Falls  in  Febru¬ 
ary  2006.  However,  the  seeds  for  MIBA  were 
planted  long  before  the  conference  planning 
began. 

Since  early  2004.  a  small  group  of  individuals 
led  by  Susan  Webber,  an  enrolled  member  of  the 
Blackfeet  Tribe  and  owner  of  Nitzitapi  Consult¬ 
ing,  had  been  working  to  provide  assistance  to 
tribal  members  who  were  encountering  difficulty 
in  obtaining  funding  for  their  small  businesses. 

The  group,  informally  called  the  Montana 
Indian  Business  Mentoring  Group,  realized 
early  on  that  in  order  for  small  businesses  and 
entrepreneurship  to  flourish  on  Montana’s 
Indian  reservations,  technical  assistance  and 
financing  for  business  owners  were  not  the  only 
resources  needed.  Just  as  important,  a  number 
of  significant  changes  were  needed  within  the 
tribes’  legal  and  governmental  infrastructures  to 
create  business-friendly  and  business-sustaining 
environments. 

When  it  comes  to  strengthening  tribal  econo¬ 
mies,  Webber  notes  that  all  areas  of  need  are 
mutually  dependent.  “In  addition  to  providing 
mentoring  to  business  owners,  we  recognized 
early  on  that  tribal  economic  policy  and  laws 
that  are  supportive  of  private-sector  develop¬ 
ment,  tribal  courts  that  effectively  uphold  sound 
tribal  commercial  law  and  policy,  and  lenders 
that  understand  tribal  socioeconomic  environ¬ 
ments  are  essential  to  create  the  foundation  for 
sustainable  private  business  growth.” 

A  "law  and  policy"  focus 

The  mentoring  group  expanded  as  it  began 
planning  a  conference  around  these  issues.  The 
outcome,  the  Montana  Indian  Business  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  designed  to  address  tribal  legal,  gov¬ 
ernmental  and  policy  issues  as  well  as  business 
financing. 

Its  primary  target  audience  was  tribal  policy 
-  and  lawmakers  and  financial  institutions  -  not 
Indian  entrepreneurs  and  small  business  own¬ 
ers,  whose  needs  for  technical  assistance  and 
training,  the  group  determined,  would  be  better 
met  through  the  direct  delivery  of  resources  and 
services. 

The  two-day  conference  drew  250  attendees 
representing  all  of  Montana’s  tribes  and  numer¬ 
ous  state,  federal  and  local  government  and 
regulatory  agencies;  nonprofit  organizations; 
financial  institutions  and  other  businesses.  At¬ 
tendees  appreciated  the  “law  and  policy”  focus 
on  private  business  development  and  deemed  the 
event  a  tremendous  success. 


After  the  conference,  organizers  developed 
plans  to  follow  up  with  a  series  of  meetings  to 
more  specifically  and  strategically  address  the 
needs  of  the  “Indianpreneur,”  a  term  that  ONA- 
BEN*  uses  to  capture  the  experiences,  challenges 
and  opportunities  that  Native  entrepreneurs  face  in 
starting  and  owning  businesses. 

(*ONABEN  -  A  Native  American  Business 
Network  is  a  Native-led  nonprofit  organization 
that  provides  training,  technical  assistance  and 
other  resources  to  Native  Americans  who  wish  to 
own  and  operate  successful  businesses.) 

An  alliance  forms 

Within  a  month  after  the  conference,  45  indi¬ 
viduals  from  a  wide  cross-section  of  organizations 
and  tribes  met  in  Great  Falls  to  discuss  how  to  best 
leverage  resources  and  services  to  meet  the  train¬ 
ing  and  financing  needs  of  Montana’s  Indianpre¬ 
neurs. 

The  all-day  event  resulted  in  a  unanimous 
vote  to  form  a  statewide  alliance  of  organizations 
dedicated  to  promoting  private-sector  business  de¬ 
velopment  in  Indian  Country,  and  MIBA  was  bom. 

During  a  second  all-day  meeting  held  at  the 
state  capitol  in  Helena  last  May,  members  selected 
a  chairperson  and  executive  committee,  devel¬ 
oped  work  plans  for  2006,  and  -  most  importantly 
-  crafted  a  mission  statement  and  identified  the 
four  high-level  objectives  MIBA  would  pursue. 

The  mission  of  MIBA  is  to  promote  private 
Indian  business  development  by  maximizing  and 
developing  resources  that  encourage  and  support 
Montana  Indianpreneurs.  MIBA’s  four  high-level 
objectives  and  the  teams  established  to  focus  on 
them  are: 

•  Be  a  proactive  network  and  resource  advocate 
for  Indian  business  (Resource  Team); 

•  Be  a  catalyst  for  Indianpreneur  growth  and 
enhancement  (Training  Team); 

•  Promote  successful  Indian  Country  business 
environments  (Business  Environment  Team);  and 

•  Foster  accessibility  to  financial  resources 
(Financial  Resources  Team). 

The  Resource  Team  is  currently  building 
MIBA’s  website,  hosted  by  the  Montana  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce,  and  compiling  a  Montana 
Indian  business  directory. 

“The  Resource  Team  has  really  stepped  forward 
to  get  our  team  actions  moving,”  remarks  Dr. 
Johnel  Barcus,  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Black- 
feet  Nation  who  serves  as  executive  director  of  the 
Browning  Community  Development  Corporation 
and  a  MIBA  executive  committee  member.  “Along 
with  the  website  and  Indian  business  directory, 
the  Resource  Team  has  started  planning  the  next 
MIBA  conference,  which  is  scheduled  for  Septem¬ 
ber  2007.” 

The  Training  Team  is  conducting  a  series  of 
workshops  to  develop  the  skills  of  Indian  busi¬ 
ness  mentors.  The  sessions  will  cover  a  number  of 
topics,  including  needs  assessments,  best  practices 
and  tools  for  delivering  services  and  training  to 
existing  and  potential  business  owners. 

“The  development  of  private-sector  business 
owners  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  Indian 
communities,”  notes  Philip  Belangie,  entrepreneur 


development  program  manager  for  the  Montana 
Department  of  Commerce  and  MIBA  executive 
committee  member.  “The  Montana  Department 
of  Commerce  is  committed  to  assisting  these 
entrepreneurs  -  or  Indianpreneurs  -  through 
technical  assistance,  training,  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  long-lasting  mentoring  relationships.” 

The  Business  Environment  Team  will  work 
with  the  Indian  Law  Clinic  of  the  University 
of  Montana’s  School  of  Law  and  its  director, 
Maylinn  Smith,  to  compile  all  the  existing 
commercial  and  business  laws  of  Montana’s 
tribes  and  publish  them  on  the  clinic’s  website. 
In  addition,  the  clinic  will  work  with  a  MIBA 
subcommittee  to  perform  a  “gap  analysis”  of 
those  laws,  in  order  to  assist  the  tribal  govern¬ 
ments  in  further  developing  and  updating  their 
legal  commercial  infrastructures. 

Finally,  the  Financial  Resources  Team  is 
creating  a  financial  resources  guide  for  Indian 
business  owners  and  lenders.  The  team  will  also 
research  the  possibility  of  developing  alterna¬ 
tive  financing  resources. 

Major  Robinson,  an  enrolled  member  of 
the  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe  who  serves  as 
a  senior  economic  development  specialist  for 
the  Montana  Governor’s  Office  of  Economic 
Development  and  a  MIBA  executive  committee 
member,  is  excited  about  the  potential  economic 
impact  MIBA  could  have. 

“Indian  Nations  of  Montana  and  Indian  busi¬ 
ness  owners  already  contribute  a  great  deal  to 
Montana’s  overall  economy,”  Robinson  points 
out.  “Through  the  efforts  of  MIBA.  we’re  striv¬ 
ing  to  provide  resources  and  opportunities  for 
all  Indian  people,  on  and  off  the  reservation,  to 
develop  and  enhance  their  own  interdependent 
economies.” 

Making  the  resources  reachable 

MIBA’s  members  are  hopeful  that  the  alli¬ 
ance  will  serve  as  a  useful  resource  -  not  only 
for  Indian  entrepreneurs  and  business  owners, 
but  also  for  tribal  governments,  tribal  colleges 
and  other  tribal  organizations  that  work  with 
Indian  business  owners.  Maria  Valandra,  a  Cree 
Indian  who  serves  as  MIBA  chairperson  and 
vice  president  of  community  development  for 
First  Interstate  Bank  in  Billings,  notes  that  “the 
concept  of  focusing  on  private  business  owner¬ 
ship  in  Indian  Country  is  long  overdue.” 

Valandra  emphasizes  the  importance  of 
partnerships.  “Together  with  many  tribal, 
private,  nonprofit,  grassroots,  state  and  federal 
organizations,  we’re  working  hard  to  reach  out 
to  all  Montana  Indians  who  have  the  qualities 
of  an  entrepreneur  and  the  desire  to  own  a  busi¬ 
ness,”  she  says.  “Our  goal  is  to  make  sure  the 
resources  they  need  are  readily  attainable  and 
not  out  of  reach.” 

MIBA  welcomes  anyone  who  is  interested 
in  furthering  its  mission  of  encouraging  and 
supporting  private  business  development  in 
Montana’s  Indian  Country  to  attend  and  become 
an  alliance  member. 

For  more  information  on  MIBA,  visit  www. 
mibaonline.org. 
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Mozart-mania: 

Rimrock  Opera  honors  Wolfgang  Amadeus 
Mozart  this  spring  with  a  presentation  of  his 
comic  masterpiece  “Cos)  fan  tutte,  (Women  Are 
Fickle),”  March  23  and  25  at  the  Alberta  Bair 
Theater  in  Billings. 

Douglas  Nagel  is  director  and  producer  and 
Timm  Rolek,  artistic  director  of  the  Sacra¬ 
mento  Opera,  is  conductor.  Performers  include 
sopranos  Lisa  Lombardy  of  Billings  and  Diedra 
Walker  of  Lander,  WY;  baritone  Curt  Olds  of 
Montana  (now  residing  in  New  York  City);  and 
bass  Dennis  Rupp  of  Burbank,  CA. 

Related  events  include  a  screening  of  the 
movie,  “In  Search  of  Mozart,”  7  p.m.  March  21 
at  Petro  Theater,  MSU-Billings.  The  film,  made 
to  mark  the  250th  anniversary  of  Mozart’s  birth 
in  January  2006,  is  the  first  major  feature-length 


On  Stage 


Rimrock  stages  "Cosi  fan  tutte" 


documentary  on  the  compos¬ 
er’s  life. 

Produced  in  association  with 
the  world’s  leading  orchestras, 
opera  houses  and  musicians, 
and  told  through  a  25,000 
mile  journey  along  every  route 
Mozart  followed,  the  film  is  a 
detective  story  that  travels  to 
the  heart  of  old  Europe  and  the 
heart  of  genius  itself. 

Guest  speaker  at  the  screen¬ 
ing  is  Stephanie  Cowell,  author 
of  Marrying  Mozart,  a  book 
described  by  the  Seattle  Times 
as  “a  grand  little  mini-opera, 
filled  with  twists  of  affection, 


musical  politics,  love,  loss  and 
chocolate.”  The  author’s  third 
book  was  published  in  2004 
and  has  been  translated  into 
seven  languages. 

Cowell,  an  opera  singer  and 
balladeer  herself,  will  sign 
copies  of  Marrying  Mozart  at 
6  p.m.,  prior  to  the  film,  and 
earlier  in  the  day,  1 1 :30  a.m.- 
1  p.m.  at  Thomas  Books. 

For  information  about 
Rimrock  Opera,  visit  www. 
rimrockopera.org  or  call  406- 
671-2214.  For  tickets  to  the 
opera,  call  406-256-6052  toll 
free  877-321-2074. 


Early  Music  Festival  celebrates  restored  pipe  organs 


Musikanten  Montana  hosts  its  fifth  annual 
Montana  Early  Music  Festival  with  con¬ 
certs  in  Helena,  Missoula  and  Hot  Springs. 


Musikanten  Montana’s  fifth  annual  Montana 
Early  Music  Festival,  March  1-9,  celebrates 
“Old  Tunes  on  New  Pipes,”  with  concerts  that 
feature  newly  restored  organs  at  St.  Peter’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Cathedral  in  Helena  and  St.  Paul  Lutheran 
Church  in  Missoula. 

St.  Peter’s  Cathedral  is  home  to  the  first  three 
concerts,  7:30  p.m.  March  1-3.  Festival  soloists 
Evanne  Browne  (soprano),  Marjorie  Bunday 
(mezzo  soprano),  Kevin  Sutton  (tenor)  and  Joel 
Lankford  (baritone)  perform  virtuoso  Baroque 
arias  Thursday,  with  guest  artists  Peter  Landeen, 
Bernadette  Pedersen  and  Kathy  Chase  on  cello, 
violin  and  flute.  Denise  Finn  and  Dale  Fleck 
offer  an  organ  recital  Friday.  Maestra  Kerry 
Krebill  conducts  Musikanten  Montana,  festival 
soloists  and  chamber  orchestra  in  Bach’s  Jesu, 


meine  Freude,  and  Handel’s  Dixit  Dominus 
on  Saturday. 

The  Helena  series  wraps  up  at  2  p.m. 
March  4  with  the  Brandhout  Ensemble  and 
guest  flautists  offering  “A  Flute  Affair  in 
Dresden”  at  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Helena. 

Two  of  the  concerts  will  be  repeated  at 
St.  Paul  Lutheran  Church  in  Missoula,  with 
Musikanten  Montana’s  performance  of  works 
by  Bach  and  Handel,  7:30  p.m.  March  4;  and 
the  Brandhout  Ensemble,  7:30  p.m.  March  5. 

The  ensemble  also  offers  a  free  concert 
of  early  music,  8  p.m.  March  9  at  the  Symes 
Hotel  in  Hot  Springs. 

Tickets  are  $15  for  individual  concerts  or 
$30  for  a  series;  call  933-5246  in  Helena  or 
544-8597  in  Missoula  for  more  information. 


UM  Odyssey  honors  Esther  England  and  Margaret  Johnson 


With  “Legends  and  Legacies  -  A  Tribute  to 
Two  Grand  Dames,”  the  2007  Odyssey  of  the 
Stars  celebrates  the  contributions  of  renowned 
arts  educators  Esther  England  and  Margaret  John¬ 
son,  7:30  p.m.  April  14  in  the  University  Theatre 
on  The  University  of  Montana-Missoula  campus. 

England,  a  mezzo  soprano,  and  Johnson,  an 
actress,  initially  appeared  together  on  the  UM 
stage  41  years  ago  in  a  production  of  “Night  of 
the  Iguana.”  They  share  the  spotlight  again  as 
honorees  of  the  UM  School  of  Fine  Arts’  seventh 
annual  Odyssey  of  the  Stars  -  A  Celebration  of 
Artistic  Journeys. 

Former  students  of  the  two  “grand  dames,” 
along  with  current  UM  faculty,  alumni,  special 
guests  and  some  of  UM’s  finest  student  perform¬ 
ers,  will  gather  on  stage  for  an  evening  that 
promises  everything  from  musical  theatre  song 
and  dance,  to  theatrics  and  film. 

Johnson,  who  earned  her  master’s  degree 
in  directing  from  UM  in  1971,  spent  37  years 
awakening  a  passion  for  drama  in  hundreds  of 
her  students  at  Missoula’s  Sentinel  High  School. 
During  her  teaching  career,  she  directed  more 
than  1 90  productions,  a  majority  of  them  at  Senti¬ 
nel  High  School.  When  she  retired  in  May  2000, 
the  school  district  renamed  Sentinel’s  theatre  The 
Margaret  Johnson  Theatre. 

An  actress  herself  since  she  was  14  years  old, 
Johnson  has  been  cast  in  more  than  35  shows, 
including  a  recent  appearance  in  the  MCT  Com¬ 
munity  Theatre’s  production  of  “My  Fair  Lady.” 

She  also  served  as  state  director  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Thespian  Society  from  1970-1993,  and 
her  students  performed  on  the  main  stage  at  two 
International  Thespian  Conventions. 

In  1992,  she  was  the  first  drama  teacher  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  Montana  Forensic  Educators  Hall 
of  Fame  and  in  2000  she  became  the  inaugural 
recipient  of  the  Montana  Theatre  Educator  of 
the  Year  award.  Since  her  retirement,  the  title  of 
author  has  been  added  to  her  resume,  with  The 
Drama  Teacher's  Survival  Guide  -  A  complete 


tool  kit  for  theatre  arts  scheduled  for  publication 
in  April  2007. 

England's  voice  has  electrified  audiences  on 
two  continents  and  her  teaching  has  inspired  and 
shaped  the  talents  of  more  than  1,500  students,  in¬ 
cluding  world-class  opera  singers,  Broadway  and 
Hollywood  actors,  and  teachers  at  all  levels. 

In  homage  to  an  outstanding  teaching  career, 
England  received  The  University  of  Montana 
Distinguished  Teaching  Award  in  1998  was  named 
Montana's  Professor  of  the  Year  by  the  Council 
for  the  Advancement  and  Support  of  Education 
(CASE)  and  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Teaching  in  2002. 

England  graduated  from  The  University  of 
Montana  in  1966  with  a  bachelor’s  in  music  with 
high  honors,  and  received  UM’s  Outstanding  Se¬ 
nior  Woman  award.  A  Fulbright  Scholar,  England 
taught  voice  at  UM  for  38  years  and  served  as 
associate  dean  of  the  School  of  Fine  Arts  for  nine 


years.  Prior  to  her  teaching  career,  she  studied 
and  performed  solo  roles  in  Germany  and 
France. 

England  founded  and  for  1 3  years  directed 
the  Western  Montana  Community  Opera 
Workshop  and  served  as  musical  director  for 
both  the  UM  Department  of  Drama/Dance 
and  Missoula  Children’s  Theatre  musical 
productions. 

After  her  retirement  in  2005,  the  Montana 
University  System  Board  of  Regents  awarded 
her  the  title  Professor  Emeritus  of  Music. 

A  popular  event  benefiting  the  School  of 
Fine  Arts  scholarship  fund,  Odyssey  of  the 
Stars  showcases  performing  and  visual  arts 
alumni  who  have  gone  on  to  successful  careers 
in  the  arts,  in  concert  with  current  UM  stu¬ 
dents.  For  sponsorship  and  ticket  information, 
call  406-243-4971  or  email  sfadean@mso.umt. 
edu. 
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Unearth 
history  in 
summer 
workshops 

Fragments  of 
the  past  come 
alive  in  Virginia 
City  this  summer 
as  participants 
in  a  hands- 
on  workshop 
investigate 
historic  finishes 
on  some  of 
the  town’s 
most  intriguing 
buildings. 

The  one- 
week  workshop, 
July  9-13,  is 
an  opportunity 
for  anyone 
interested  in 
researching 
or  restoring 
old  homes  to 
learn  about 
historic  interior 
and  exterior 
finish  materials, 
including  lime- 
based  coatings, 
paints,  varnishes 
and  decorative 
treatments. 

The  workshop 
is  jointly 
produced 
by  Heritage 
Conservation 
Network  and 
the  Virginia 
City  Institute  for 
Preservation 
Research  and 
Technology. 

This  is  the 
second 
summer  the 
two  organiza¬ 
tions  have 
collaborated  on 
research  efforts 
in  the  nearly 
intact  gold-rush 
boomtown. 

For  more 
information  about 
the  workshop, 
contact  Heritage 
Conservation 
Network  at 
303-444-0128, 
via  email  at 
workshops 
@  heritage 
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Absarokee 

March  17 

Quick  Draw  and  Art  Auction  -  6  p.m..  High  School  Gym, 
406-328-4798 

Anaconda 

March  3 

Anaconda  Live:  The  Cashore  Marionettes  -  7:30  p.m., 

Washoe  Theater,  406-563-2606 
March  17 

St.  Patrick’s  Day  Parade  -  2  p.m.,  downtown,  406-563-2400 
April  14 

Copper  Village  Benefit  Auction  -  6  p.m..  Elks  Club, 
406-563-2422 
April  26 

Anaconda  Live:  Work  O'  The  Weavers  -  7:30  p.m.,  Washoe 
Theater,  406-563-2606 

Big  Sky 

March  11 

Peggy  Dicken  Schwer  Memorial  Concert:  Bruce  Anfinson 
-  5:30  p.m..  Half  Moon  Saloon,  406-995-2742 
March  30 

Peggy  Dicken  Schwer  Memorial  Concert:  Wemer  Family 
Cello  Ensemble  -  5:30  p.m..  Summit  Hotel,  406-995-2742 

Big  Timber 

March  11 

Bob  Nell  and  Frances  Stewart  -  3  p.m..  The  Homestead, 
406-932-5710 
April  21 

M.J.  Williams  Trio  -  7:30  p.m..  The  Homestead,  Big  Timber 
Jazz  Society,  406-932-5710 

Bigfork 

March  9-11 

Cowabunga!  -  7:30  p.m.,  Bigfork  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts,  406-837-5888 
March  16 

CD  Release  Party:  Pam  Leisinger  -  7  p.m..  Swan  River  Hall, 
406-837-0183 
March  25 

Glacier  String  Quartet:  Chamber  Music  and  Dessert  - 
7:30  p.m.,  Brumar  Estate,  406-257-3241 
April  29 

Taste  of  Bigfork  -  2-6  p.m.,  various  locations,  406-837-5888 

Billings 

March  1-3 

“Still  Life  with  Iris”  -  Venture  Theatre,  406-591-9535 
March  2-4,  8-11,  15-17 

“A  Year  with  Frog  and  Toad”  -  Billings  Studio  Theatre, 
406-248-1141 
March  2-3 

Art  Auction  39  -  Yellowstone  Art  Museum,  406-256-6804 
March  3 

Samarabalouf  -  8  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 
March  6 

“Romeo  and  Juliet”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 
March  9-10 

Creative  Harvest  Craft  Show  -  West  Park  Plaza, 
406-252-8684 
March  9 

Patty  Larkin  and  La  Guitara  -  8  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 
March  10 

OperaFest  Dinner  and  Show  -  6  p.m.,  Yellowstone  Country 
Club,  406-671-2214 
March  11 

Yellowstone  Chamber  Players  -  3  p.m.,  St.  Andrew’s 
Presbyterian  Church,  406-373-5844 
March  17 

Billings  Symphony:  “Legends  and  Tall  Tales”  -  7:30  p.m., 
Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-252-3610 
March  21 

Book  Signing:  Stephanie  Cowell  -  1 1:30  a.m.-l  p.m.,  Thomas 
Books,  406-245-6754 

“In  Search  of  Mozart”  -  7  p.m.,  Petro  Theater,  MSU-Billings, 
406-657-2387 
March  23-24 

Rimrock  Opera:  “Cosi  fan  tutte”  (Women  Are  Fickle) 

-  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-671-2214 
March  29-April  1,  April  5-7 
“Lonely  Planet”  -  Venture  Theatre,  406-591-9535 
March  30 

Arlo  Guthrie  and  the  Guthrie  Family  Legacy  Tour  -  Alberta 
Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 
March  31 -April  1 

Spring  Antique  Sale  and  Flea  Market  -  Boys  and  Girls  Club, 
406-252-3670 
April  6-7 

Intertribal  Powwow  and  Native  American  Art  and  Crafts 
Market  -  MetraPark,  MSU-Billings  Inter-Tribal  Indian 
Club,  406-657-2182 
April  11 

“Urban  Cowboy”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 


Pavlo’s  Mediterranean  music  combines 
flamenco,  Latin  and  classical  styles  with 
Greek  guitar  and  Bouzouki.  He  and  his 
band  appear  in  Dillon,  Poison,  Eureka,  Hob¬ 
son,  Fort  Benton  and  Seeley  Lake. 


April  13-15,  19-22, 

26-28 

'The  Caine  Mutiny 
Court  Martial” 

-  Billings 
Studio  Theatre, 

406-248-1141 

April  14 

Larry  The  Cable  Guy 
with  Reno  Collier 

-  8  p.m.,  MetraPark, 

406-256-2400 

The  Wailin’  Jennys 

-  8  p.m.,  Alberta 
Bair  Theater, 

406-256-6052 

April  15 
The  Umbilical 
Brothers  in 
“Thwak!” 

-  3  p.m.,  Alberta 
Bair  Theater, 

406-256-6052 

April  21 

Billings  Symphony: 

“Carmina  Burana” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta 
Bair  Theater, 

406-252-3610 

April  28 

Alberta  Bair  20th 
Anniversary  Benefit 
Dinner  -  6:30  p.m., 

Crowne  Plaza  Hotel,  406-256-6052 


Arlo  Guthrie  and  the  Guthrie  Family  Legacy  Tour  will  both  honor  Woody’s 
tradition  and  explore  new  ground  as  it  weaves  its  way  through  the  genera¬ 
tions  of  Guthries.  Catch  them  in  Billings  or  Great  Falls. 

April  17 

Martin  Sexton  -  8  p.m.,  Emerson  Center,  406-586-1922 
April  26 

Community  Mediation  Center  Peacemaker  Awards:  Greg 
Mortenson  -  7  p.m.,  Emerson  Center,  406-522-8442 
April  29 

Jeni  Fleming  Trio  -  3  p.m.,  Pilgrim  Congregational  Church, 
406-587-3690 
April  30 

“Cats”  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Fieldhouse,  406-994-2287 
Gamelan  Sekaf  Gunung  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Reynolds  Recital 
Hall,  406-994-3562 


Bozeman 

March  1,  3 

“Bastien  et  Bastienna”  -  MSU  Reynolds  Recital  Hall, 
406-994-3562 
March  1 

Dessert  Dialogues  -  6:30-9  p.m.,  Best  Western  GranTree 
Inn,  Friends  of  MSU  Libraries  and  the  MSU  Alumni 
Association,  406-994-3119 
March  1-3 

“Kimberly  Akimbo”  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU-SUB  Theatre, 


406-994-2482 
March  2-3,  9-10,  16-17 

“Lost  in  the  Supermarket”  -  8  p.m..  Equinox  Theatre, 
406-587-0737 
March  2 

Wemer  Cello  Quartet  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Reynolds  Recital 
Hall,  406-994-3562 
March  3-4 

Bozeman  Symphony:  “Destiny  and  Transfiguration”  -  Willson 
Auditorium,  406-585-9774 
March  3 

Tyva  Kyzy:  Daughters  of  Tuva  -  6:30  p.m.,  Museum  of  the 
Rockies,  406-587-0125 
March  5 

An  Evening  with  Tim  Flannery  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Strand 
Union  Ballroom,  MSU  Leadership  Institute,  406-994-7275 
March  8 

Lecture:  “Hope  Diamond:  The  Legendary  History  of  a  Cursed 
Gem”  -  7  p.m.,  Hager  Auditorium,  Museum  of  the  Rockies, 
406-994-2251 
March  21 

Faculty  Recital:  Elizabeth  Croy  and  Julie  Goss  wilier  - 
7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Reynolds  Recital  Hall,  406-994-3562 
March  22 

Lecture:  “Who  is  Really  Buried  in  Tut’s  Tomb,  and  Other 
Mysteries  of  the  Kings’  Valley"  -  7  p.m.,  Museum  of  the 
Rockies,  406-994-2251 
March  23 

Guest  Recital:  Peter  Jankovich  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Reynolds 
Recital  Hall,  406-994-3562 

LunaFest,  A  Women’s  Film  Festival  -  7:30  p.m.,  Emerson 
Theater,  406-570-5666 
March  24 

Tim  Grimm  and  Jim  Averitt  -  7:30  p.m.,  Pilgrim 
Congregational  Church,  Bozeman  Folklore  Society, 
406-586-4123 
March  25 

Cultural  Comer  Concert:  Origins  -  3  p.m..  Pilgrim 
Congregational  Church,  406-587-3690 
March  28-31 

“A  Bright  Room  Called  Day”  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Strand  Union 
Theatre,  406-994-6224 
March  28 

Faculty  Recital:  Alan  Leech  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Reynolds 
Recital  Hall,  406-994-3562 
March  30 

Western  Underground  -  6  p.m..  Fairgrounds,  406-582-3270 
April  1 

Cultural  Comer  Concert:  “Lenten  Recital"  -  3  p.m..  Pilgrim 
Congregational  Church,  406-587-3690 
April  4 

Faculty  Recital:  Ilse-Mari  Lee  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Reynolds 
Recital  Hall,  406-994-3562 
April  6-7,  13-14,  20-21 

“Betty’s  Summer  Vacation”  -  8  p.m..  Equinox  Theatre, 
406-587-0737 


Butte 

March  2-4,  8-11 

“Bye  Bye  Birdie”  -  Orphan  Girl  Theatre,  406-723-2300 
March  2 

Songwriting  Contest  -  6-8  p.m.,  Venus  Rising  Espresso 
House,  406-491-4476 
March  3 

Free  Art  Day  -  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Butte,  406-723-7600 

Spring  Fling  Dance  with  the  Butte  Big  Band  - 
7:30-1 1:30  p.m.,  Copper  King  Inn,  888-782-6536 
March  6 

Lecture:  “Liberty  Can:  How  Montanans  Lost  Their  Free 
Speech  Rights  in  World  War  I”  -  7  p.m.,  Butte  Public 
Library,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 
March  7 

The  Gateway  Trio  -  8  p.m..  Mother  Lode  Theatre, 
406-723-3602 
March  9-11 

Mardi  Gras  Art  and  Crafts  Show  -  Plaza  Mall,  406-494-3362 
March  15 

Dinner  and  Auction  Honoring  the  Edmonton  Pipe  and  Drum 
Corp  -  Butte  Depot,  406-782-2102 
March  17 

“Handing  Down  the  Heritage”  wtih  Dublin  Gulch  -  7  p.m., 
Civic  Center,  406-497-6357 

St.  Patricks  Day  Parade  -  10  a.m.,  Uptown,  406-497-6464 
March  31 

Butte  Symphony:  “Sign,  Sign,  Everywhere  a  Sign”  - 
7:30  p.m.,  Mother  Lode  Theatre,  406-723-5590 
April  10 

“Urban  Cowboy”  -  8  p.m.,  Mother  Lode  Theatre, 
406-723-3602 
April  17 

Lecture:  “Workers  of  the  World  Who  Came  to  Butte”  -  7  p.m., 
Butte  Public  Library,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 
April  29 

Synergy  Quintet  Brass  Ensemble  -  8  p.m.,  Mother  Lode, 
Butte  Community  Concert  Association,  406-723-3602 

Chinook 

March  20 

Bradetich/Grove  Duo  -  7  p.m.,  Chinook  High  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 
April  17 

The  Sizzling  Strings  -  7  p.m.,  Chinook  High  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 

Creston 

March  31-April  1 

Creston  Auction  and  Country  Fair  -  downtown, 

406-253-1770 

Cut  Bank 

April  27-28 

Montana  Storytelling  Roundup  -  High  School,  406-336-3253 


April  6 

Iris  Dement  -  8  p.m.,  Crawford  Theatre,  Emerson  Center, 
406-586-1922 
April  12 

Vigilante  Theatre  "Friends  Show”  -  Emerson  Center  for  Arts 
and  Culture,  406-587-9797 
April  13 

The  Wailin’  Jennys  with  Storyhill  -  8  p.m.,  Emerson  Theater, 
406-586-3426 

MSU  Music  Department  Guest  Recital:  Keith  Lloyd  - 
7:30  p.m..  MSU  Reynolds  Recital  Hall,  406-994-3562 
April  13-14 

MSU  American  Indian  Countil  Powwow  -  Fieldhouse  Arena, 
406-994-3751 
April  14 

Bozeman  Symphony:  “Collage!”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Willson 
Auditorium,  406-585-9774 


Dillon 

March  22 

Dances  with  Words:  Sid  Gustafson  -  7:30  p.m..  The  Cup, 

UM  Western,  406-683-7201 
March  29 

Dances  with  Words:  Rick  DeMarinis  -  7:30  p.m..  The  Cup, 
UM  Western,  406-683-7201 
April  11 

Pavlo  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM-Westem  Beier  Auditorium,  Southwest 
Montana  Arts  Council.  406-683-7772 
April  26 

Dances  with  Words:  Vic  Charlo  -  7:30  p.m..  The  Cup,  UM 
Western,  406-683-7201 
April  26-29 

"Picnic"  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM-W  Beier  Auditorium, 

406-683-7422 
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March/April 


April  27-28 

Evening  of  Cowboy  Poetry  - 
7  p.m..  Old  Depot  Theatre, 
406-683-5027 

Eureka 

March  5 

Lecture:  “Jeannette  Rankin, 
Peace  is  a  Woman’s  Job” 

-  2  p.m.,  Lincoln  County  High 
School,  406-243-6022 

March  16 

TJ  Casey,  Montana’s  Singing 
Cowboy  -  7:30  p.m.,  Eureka 
Auditorium  Theater,  Sunburst 
Foundation,  406-297-0197 
April  13 

Pavlo  -  7:30  p.m..  Eureka 
Auditorium  Theater,  Sunburst 
Foundation,  406-297-0197 
April  27-29 

Rendezvous  Days  -  various 
locations,  406-889-3311 
Scraps  and  Threads  Quilt  Show 

-  9  a.m.-5  p.m..  Fairgrounds, 
406-889-5935 


Deadline  for  the  May/June  007 
Arts  Calendar  is  April  1,  2007 
Send  information  (form  is  on  page  27)  to: 
Lively  Times 

33651  Eagle  Pass  Tr.,  Charlo,  MT 59824 
I  Phone:  406-644-2910  •  Fax:  406-644-2911 
e-mail:  writeus@livelytimes.com 


Fort  Benton 

March  23 

Broken  Valley  Road  Show 

-  7  p.m..  Agricultural  Center, 

Chouteau  County  Performing  Arts,  406-622-5 1 66 

April  17 

Pavlo  -  7  p.m.,  Fort  Benton  Elementary  Auditorium, 

Chouteau  County  Performing  Arts,  406-622-5166 

Glasgow 

March  25 

Bradetich/Grove  Duo  -  3  p.m.,  Glasgow  High  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 
April  24 

The  Sizzling  Strings  -  7  p.m.,  Glasgow  High  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 

Glendive 

April  9 

Lecture:  “Eating  Our  Words”  -  7  p.m..  Library,  Speakers 
Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Great  Falls 

March  2,  April  6 

First  Friday  Artwalk  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-761-7156 
March  2-3 

Made  in  Montana  Marketplace  -  Mansfield  Convention 
Center,  406-455-8510 
March  3 

Wine  and  Food  Festival  -  6  p.m.,  Heritage  Inn,  406-761-1900 
March  4 

Jars  of  Clay  -  7  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center,  406-453-4102 
March  8 

Ceili  Rain  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center,  406-453-4102 
March  8,  April  12 

Literary  Guild  Open  Mic  Night  -  7  p.m.,  Hastings  Books 
Coffee  Shop,  406-771-4374 
March  10 

Great  Falls  Symphony  Choir:  “Voices  of  a  New  Generation” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center,  406-453-4102 
March  13 

Lecture:  “For  What  It’s  Worth:  The  Art  of  the  Appraisal” 

-  6-7:30  p.m.,  C.M.  Russell  Museum,  406-727-8787 
March  13-17 

Studio  706  Artist  Guild  Show  and  Sale  -  High  Plains 
Heritage  Center,  406-453-1392 
March  14-18 

C.M.  Russell  Auction  -  Heritage  Inn,  800-803-3351 
Western  Heritage  Artist  Association  Art  Show  -  Holiday  Inn, 
406-453-2990 
March  15-17 

Cowboy  Artists  of  the  Northern  Range  Western  Gear  Show 
and  Sale  -  C.M.  Russell  Museum,  406-727-8787 
March  15-18 

Native  American  Art  Show  -  Civic  Center,  406-453-9980 
Contway  and  Friends  Art  Show  -  Four  Seasons  Arena,  Expo 
Park,  406-453-3120 
March  16-18.  23-25,  30-April  1 
“Don’t  Hug  Me”  -  Center  Stage  Theatre,  406-72-PLAYS 
March  16-18 

Lewis  and  Clark  Through  Artists’  Eyes  -  1-4  p.m.,  Lewis  and 
Clark  Interpretive  Center,  406-727-8733 
March  16-17 

March  in  Montana  Fine  Art  and  Collectibles  Auction  -  Town 
House  Inn,  307-635-0019 
March  16 

Radical  Reels  World  Tour  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center, 
406-455-8514 
March  21 

The  Legends  Series:  A  Tribute  to  the  Rat  Pack  and  Cher 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Montana  ExpoPark,  406-761-4036 
March  23 

Cowboys  of  the  Opera  with  Chad  Hudson  -  7:30  p.m., 
Mansfield  Center,  Great  Falls  Community  Concert 
Association,  406-453-9854 
March  24 

Great  Falls  Symphony  Orchestra:  “Black  Tie  and  Blue  Jeans” 

-  6  p.m.,  Civic  Center,  406-453-4102 
March  29 

Great  Falls  Youth  Orchestra  -  1  p.m..  Civic  Center, 
406-453-4102 
March  31 

Great  Falls  Symphony  Orchestra:  “Inspiration:  An  Evening 
with  Midori"  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center,  406-453-4102 
April  1 

Arlo  Guthrie  and  the  Guthrie  Family  Legacy  Tour 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Theatre,  406-455-8514 
April  5 

“Urban  Cowboy”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center, 
406-453-4102 
April  10 

Lecture:  “Art  of  Collecting:  Pez  to  Picasso”  -  6-7:30  p.m., 
C.M.  Russell  Museum,  406-727-8787 


The  Wailin’  Jennys,  three  of  Canada’s  finest  singers/songwriters, 
take  the  stage  in  Hamilton,  Bozeman  and  Billings  to  share  their  fine 
vocal  harmonies  and  outstanding  musicianship. 


April  13 

Larry  the  Cable  Guy  -  8  p.m.,  Montana  ExpoPark, 
406-727-8900 
April  15 

Chinook  Winds:  “French  Festivity”  -  2  p.m..  First 
Congregational  Church,  406-453-4102 

Museums  Sunday  Sampler  -  noon-5  p.m.,  various  venues, 
406-727-8787 
April  17 

Chinook  Winds:  “French  Festivity”  -  7:30  p.m.,  C.M.  Russell 
Museum,  406-453-4102 
April  27-29 

Stars  of  the  Falls  Quilt  Show  -  Montana  ExpoPark  Exhibition 
Hall,  406-761-5743 
April  28 

Great  Falls  Symphony  Orchestra:  “Journeys  Through  Music” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center,  406-453-4102 

Taste  of  Art  -  10  a.m.-4  p.m.,  C.M.  Russell  Museum, 
406-727-8787 

Hamilton 

March  1-4,  8-11 

“Marne”  -  Hamilton  Playhouse,  406-375-9050 
March  2 

Thdatre  Sans  Fil:  “Hansel  and  Gretel”  -  7  p.m.,  Hamilton 
Performing  Arts  Center,  406-375-6074 
March  7 

Lecture:  “Songs  for  your  Supper”  -  7  p.m.,  Hamilton 
Performing  Arts  Center,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-375-6074 
March  10 

Altan  -  8  p.m.,  Hamilton  Performing  Arts  Center, 
406-375-6074 
March  16 

Bill  Bowers:  “Under  A  Montana  Moon”  -  8  p.m.,  Hamilton 
Playhouse,  406-375-9050 
April  12 

The  Wailin’  Jennys  -  7:30  p.m.,  Hamilton  Performing  Arts 
Center,  406-375-6074 
April  15 

Lecture:  “Southeast  Asia”  -  2  p.m.,  Ravalli  County  Museum, 
Speakers  Bureau,  406-363-3338 
April  19-22,  26-29 

“Crimes  of  the  Heart”  -  Hamilton  Playhouse,  406-375-9050 

April  20 

Joan  Zen  CD  Release  Party  -  6-8:30  p.m..  Bitter  Root 
Brewery,  406-961-5474 
April  20-22 

Upstairs/Downstairs  Art  Show  -  Daly  Mansion,  406-363-6004 

Havre 

March  8 

Gateway  Trio  -  7:30  p.m..  High  School  Auditorium,  Hi-Line 
Concert  Association,  406-265-4455 
March  22 

Robin  Spielberg  -  7:30  p.m..  High  School  Auditorium, 
Northern  Showcase,  406-265-7352 
April  18-21,  25-28 

“The  Nerd”  -  8  p.m.,  MAT/MSUN  Theatre,  406-265-8183 


Helena 

March  1-3 

“A  Number”  -  8  p.m.,  IT  Theatre, 
406-461-4329 
March  1 

Charlie  Awards  -  8  p.m.,  Carroll 
College  Campus  Center, 
406-447-5415 
March  1,  3 

Early  Music  Festival  Concert 

-  7:30  p.m.,  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal 
Cathedral,  Musikanten  Montana, 
406-933-5246 

March  2 

Early  Music  Festival  Organ  Recital 

-  7:30  p.m.,  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal 
Cathedral,  Musikanten  Montana. 
406-933-5246 

March  3 

Jon  Langford:  “The  Executioner’s 
Last  Song”  -  8  p.m.,  Myma  Loy 
Center,  406-443-0287 
March  4 

Early  Music  Festival  Concert 

-  2  p.m..  Cathedral  of  St. 

Helena,  Musikanten  Montana, 
406-933-5246 


March  6 

Samarabalouf  -  7:30  p.m.,  Myma  Loy  Center,  406-443-0287 
March  9 

Jazz  and  Just  Desserts  -  7:30  p.m.,  Myma  Loy  Center, 
Montana  Shares,  406-442-22 1 8 
March  9-10,  15-18,  22-24 

“Love,  Sex  and  the  I.R.S.”  -  Grandstreet  Theatre, 
406-447-1574 
March  12 

“Jack  Benny  -  “Laughter  in  Bloom”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Helena 
Civic  Center,  Live!  at  the  Civic,  406-227-6588 
March  15 

Healthy  Mothers  Healthy  Babies  Auction  -  5:30  p.m..  Great 
Northern  Best  Western,  406-449-861 1 
March  16-17,  22-25,  29-31 

“The  Underpants”  -  IT  Theatre,  406-461-4329 
March  17 

Wine  Crush  -  7-11  p.m.,  Civic  Center,  Big  Brothers/Big 
Sisters,  406-442-7479 
March  23 

Reggie  Wilson:  Fist  and  Heel  -  8  p.m.,  Myma  Loy  Center, 
406-443-0287 
March  24-25 

“Dancing  through  the  Decades"  -  2  p.m..  Middle  School, 
Premiere  Dance  Company,  406-442-6519 
March  24 

Helena  Symphony:  Evening  at  the  Opera:  “Carmen” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Helena  Civic  Center,  406-442-1860 
April  2-3 

Governor’s  Conference  on  Tourism  and  Recreation  -  Red 
Lion  Colonial  Hotel,  406-443-1160 
April  13 

Legends  of  Rock  and  Roll  -  7:30  p.m.,  Helena  Civic  Center, 
Live!  at  the  Civic,  406-227-6588 
April  13-14,  19-22,  26-28 

“The  Blue  Room”  -  IT  Theatre,  406-461-4329 
April  15 

Martin  Hayes  and  Dennis  Cahill  -  7:30  p.m.,  Myma  Loy 
Center,  406-443-0287 
April  20-21,  26-29 

“Fiddler  on  the  Roof’  -  Grandstreet  Theatre,  406-447-1574 
April  21 

Helena  Symphony:  “America  -  Land  of  Opportunity,  Loss  of 
Innocence”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Helena  Civic  Center,  406-442-1860 
April  26.  28-29 

“Cinderella”  -  Middle  School,  Queen  City  Ballet, 
406-444-5004 
April  28-29 

Helena  Chamber  Singers  -  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  406-443-6185 


Heron 

April  13-14,  20-22 
Heron  Players  Dinner/Theater  - 
877-328-7659 


Heron  Community  Center, 


Hobson 

March  18 

Robin  Spielberg  -  4  p.m..  School  Multipurpose  Room,  Judith 
Arts  Society,  406-423-5531 
April  15 

Pavlo  -  4  p.m.,  School  Multipurpose  Room,  Judith  Arts 
Society,  406-423-5531 

Hot  Springs 

March  9 

Musikanten  Montana’s  Early  Music  Festival:  Brandhout 
Ensemble  -  8  p.m.,  Symes  Hotel,  406-543-5059 

Kalispell 

March  6,  12,  20,  26,  April  9 

Lecture:  “Emerging  Views  on  Gender”  -  7  p.m..  Red  Lion, 
Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 
March  8,  11 

“Love  Letters”  -  Red  Lion  Inn,  406-751-5050 
March  16-18,  23-24 

‘Twelfth  Night”  -  FVCC’s  Learning  Resource  Center, 
406-756-3906 
March  23 

Benefit  Auction  -  5-8:30  p.m.,  Hockaday  Museum  of  Art, 
406-755-5268 
March  23-24 

“Emerging  Views  on  Gender:  Gender  in  the  Shakespearean 
Theatre”  -  6  p.m.,  FVCC  Campus,  Speakers  Bureau, 
406-243-6022 
March  25 

Glacier  String  Quartet:  Chamber  Music  and  Dessert  -  3  p.m.. 
Red’s  Wines  and  Blues,  406-257-3241 
March  27 

Booth  Brothers  -  7  p.m.,  Easthaven  Baptist  Church,  Montana 
Gospel  Music  Association,  406-257-1313 
April  14-15 

Glacier  Symphony:  “Peter  and  the  Wolf’  -  Flathead  High 
School  Auditorium,  406-257-3241 
April  20 

Blazing  Paddles  National  Paddling  Film  Festival  Roadshow 
-  7  p.m.,  Flathead  High  School  Auditorium,  406-752-3794 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Down  Home  Productions  in  Kalispell  presents  “Love  Let¬ 
ters.”  The  long-time  favorite  romantic  comedy  by  A.R. 
Gurney  features  Peter  Hornbostel  and  Mary  Reckin. 
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Quilt  stores 
to  host 
statewide 
Shop  Hop 

Quilters  may 
cruise  across 
Montana  April  20- 
May  1 2,  visiting 
45  quilt  shops  en 
route  during  the 
Circle  of  Friends’ 
fifth  annual  Mon¬ 
tana  Shop  Hop. 

The  largest 
quilting  shop 
hop  in  the  United 
States  offers  the 
latest  products 
and  new  fabric 
samples,  in  an 
effort  to  “further 
the  quilting  arts.” 
Quilting  enthusi¬ 
asts  may  pick  up 
a  brochure  and 
passport  at  partici¬ 
pating  shops,  then 
collect  unique 
“Stars  of  Mon¬ 
tana"  quilt  blocks 
at  each  store, 
while  participating 
in  prize  drawings 
and  other  special 
events.  The  grand 
prize  is  a  Janome 
6600  Sewing 
Machine  offered 
by  Deer  Country 
Quilts  of  Seeley 
Lake. 

Visit  www. 
montanashophop. 
com  or  call 
406-439-2930  for 
details. 


_ £ 

1 _ : _ 

Samarabalouf,  a  string  trio  from  France,  melds  calypso,  blues,  rock  n’  roll, 
Middle  Eastern,  ska  and  Arabic  themes  with  originality,  humor  and  virtuosity. 
They  play  in  Billings,  Helena  and  Whitefish. 


Lewistown 

March  10,  April  14 

Lewistown  Writer’s  Group  -  1 :30  p.m.,  Lewistown  Art 
Center,  406-535-8278 
March  11 

"Murder  on  the  Lone  Wolf  Ranch"  -  5  p.m.,  Yogo  Inn, 
406-535-8278 
March  18 

Spring  Fling  Trade  Show  and  Art  and  Craft  Fair  -  10  a.m.- 
4  p.m..  Fairgrounds,  KXLO-KLCM  Radio,  406-535-3441 
March  24 

Quattrocelli  -  7:30  p.m.,  Fergus  High  School,  Central 
Montana  Performing  Arts  Series,  406-538-6277 
March  30-31 

Western  Art  and  Vendor  Fair  -  Yogo  Inn,  Back  Country 
Horsemen  of  Montana,  406-538-3023 
April  1 

The  Four  Freshmen  -  Fergus  High  School.  Central  Montana 
Performing  Arts  Series,  406-538-6277 

Libby 

March  10 

Irish  Fair  and  New  Shilling  Concert  -  10  a.m.-3:30  p.m.  and 
7  p.m..  Memorial  Center,  406-293-2336 
April  5-7 

"The  Velveteen  Rabbit"  -  7  p.m..  Little  Theatre,  Kootenai 
Heritage  Council,  406-293-9643 
April  20-21 

Treasure  Tones  -  7  p.m..  Memorial  Center,  406-293-9643 
April  28 

‘The  Veggie  Villian  or.. .He  Had  a  Steak  In  It”  -  7  p.m.. 
Memorial  Center,  406-293-9643 

Livingston 

March  3 

Reckless  Kelly  -  8:30  p.m..  Depot  Center,  406-586-3426 
March  9,  11.  16-18,  23-25,  30-April  1 
"H.M.S.  Pinafore"  -  Firehouse  5  Playhouse,  406-222-1420 
March  10 

"H.M.S.  Pinafore"  Gala  Premier  and  Auction  -  7  p.m.. 
Firehouse  5  Playhouse.  406-222-1420 
March  16-17 

“Murder  at  the  Lone  Wolf  Ranch"  -  Blue  Slipper  Theatre, 
406-586-3897 
March  29 

The  Gourds  -  8:30  p.m..  Depot  Center,  406-586-3426 

Lolo 

March  1 

Lecture:  “The  Mapmaker’s  Eye:  Tracking  David  Thompson 
Across  the  Rocky  Mountains”  -  7  p.m.,  Community 
Center,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Malta 

March  22 

Bradetich/Grove  Duo  -  7  p.m.,  Malta  High  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 
April  19 

The  Sizzling  Strings  -  7  p.m.,  Malta  High  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 

Miles  City 

March  31 

Uptown  Lowdown  Jazz  Band  -  7:30  p.m..  High  School, 
Miles  City  Concert  Association.,  406-234-1368 
April  27 

Work  O’  The  Weavers  -  7:30  p.m..  High  School,  Miles  City 
Concert  Association.,  406-234-1368 

Missoula 

March  1-3,  6-10 

“Miss  Julie”  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Masquer  Theater,  406-243-4581 
March  2,  April  6 

First  Friday  Gallery  Night  -  5-8  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-543-4238 
March  2 

Lecture:  Jim  Wallis,  “God’s  Politics”  -  7  p.m.,  University 
Center  Ballroom,  406-721-2881 


The  Buddy  DeFranco  Jazz  Festival  is 
April  27-28  at  The  University  of  Mon¬ 
tana  in  Missoula.  Along  with  DeFranco, 
this  year’s  featured  artists  include 
Ingrid  Jensen,  Bob  Mintzer,  Andy  Firth 
and  Ed  Soph. 


March  3 
Jars  of  Clay 

-  7  p.m., 

SHEC 
Community 
Center, 

406-327- 
7432 

“Put  the  Nuns 
in  Charge!” 

-  2  and 
8  p.m.. 

University 
Theatre, 

406-728- 
3845 

March  4-5 
Early  Music 
Festival 
Concert 

-  7:30  p.m., 

St.  Paul’s 
Lutheran 
Church, 

Musikanten 
Montana, 

406-543- 
5059 

March  5 
Presidential 
Lecture: 

Robert  D. 

Bullard 

-  8  p.m..  University  Theatre,  406-243-4594 
March  6 

UM  Music  Department  Concert:  David  Morgenroth,  piano 

-  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Music  Recital  Hall,  406-243-6880 
March  9 

Reading:  Jeff  Hull  -  7  p.m..  Fact  and  Fiction,  406-721-2881 
Sara  Softich  and  Jason  Wussow  -  8  p.m.,  The  Loft  (above 
Higgins  Alley),  Missoula  Folklore  Society,  406-544-8788 
March  11 

International  Culture  and  Food  Festival  -  noon-5  p.m.. 
University  Center,  406-243-5580 
March  13-17,  20-24 

“Pillow  Man"  -  8  p.m..  Crystal  Theatre,  Montana  Rep 
Missoula,  406-243-4581 
March  15-18,  21-25 

“A  Thousand  Clowns"  -  MCT  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 
406-728-PLAY 
March  15 

Artini  -  5:30-9  p.m.,  Missoula  Art  Museum,  406-728-0447 
Reading:  Greg  Mortenson  -  7  p.m.,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  406-721-2881 
March  16 

An  Evening  of  Art  and  Jazz  -  6:30  p.m.,  Joker’s  Wild, 
406-243-5261 

Lucy  Kaplansky  -  8  p.m.,  UM  Masquer  Theater,  Missoula 
Folklore  Society,  406-544-8788 
Modest  Mouse  -  8  p.m.,  University  Theatre,  406-243-4636 
Reading:  Aimee  Bender  -  8  p.m.,  Dell  Brown  Room,  UM 
Turner  Hall,  406-243-5231 
March  17-18 

Missoula  Symphony  -  University  Theatre,  406-721-3194 
March  19 

Presidential  Lecture:  Michael  Ruse  -  8  p.m.,  University 
Theatre,  406-243-4594 
March  20-24 

Spring  Dance  Showcase  -  Open  Space,  UM,  406-243-4581 
March  22 

Reading:  Aryn  Kyle  -  7  p.m..  Fact  and  Fiction,  406-721-2881 
March  25 

Mendelssohn  Club  Spring  Concert  -  7:30  p.m.,  University 
Theatre,  406-728-4294 
March  28 

Lecture:  Michael  Mayer,  “How  Separate  Became  Equal” 

-  7  p.m.,  Missoula  Public  Library,  406-721-2665 
March  28,  31 

Northwest  Region  American  Dance  Festival  Performances 

-  8  p.m..  University  Theatre,  406-243-2682 
March  31 

Craft,  Art  and  Antique  Sale  -  9  a.m.-4  p.m..  University  Center 
Ballroom,  406-523-5200 
April  4 

Reading:  Neil  McMahon  -  7  p.m.,  Fact  and  Fiction, 
406-721-2881 
April  6 

Reading:  Michele  Glazer  -  8  p.m.,  Dell  Brown  Room,  UM 
Turner  Hall,  406-243-5231 
April  7 

Iris  Dement  -  8  p.m.,  University  Theatre,  406-243-2853 
April  10-14,  17-21 

“Urinetown,  the  Musical”  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Montana  Theatre, 
PARTV  Center,  406-243-4581 
April  14 

Martin  Hayes  and  Dennis  Cahill  -  8  p.m..  Elk’s  Club 
Ballroom,  Missoula  Folklore  Society,  406-544-8788 
Odyssey  of  the  Stars  -  A  Celebration  of  Artistic  Journeys 

-  7:30  p.m.,  University  Theatre,  406-2434993 
April  15 

String  Orchestra  of  the  Rockies  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Music 
Recital  Hall,  406-728-8203 
April  19 

Opera  Theater  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Music  Recital  Hall, 
406-243-6880 
April  20  . 

Casey  Neill  and  Stacy  Rock  -  8  p.m.,  The  Loft,  Missoula 
Folklore  Society,  406-544-8788 
Readings:  Lucas  Howell  and  Joe  Wilkins  -  7  p.m..  Fact  and 
Fiction,  406-721-2881 
April  21 

Art  from  the  Heart  and  Red  Shoe  Ball  -  5:30  p.m.,  Hilton 
Garden  Inn,  Ronald  McDonald  House,  406-541-7646 
April  21-22 

Missoula  Symphony  -  University  Theatre,  406-721-3194 
April  24-28 

“Big  Love”  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Masquer  Theater,  406-239-6436 


April  27-28 

Buddy  DeFranco  Jazz  Festival  -  7:30  p.m..  University 
Theatre,  406-243-5071 

Paradise 

March  4 

“Murder  at  the  Lone  Wolf  Ranch”  -  5:3.0  p.m.,  Quinn’s  Hot 
Springs  Resort,  Sanders  County  Arts  Council,  406-826-3600 

Poison 

March  9 

Cowboy  Ball  -  6:30  p.m.,  KwaTaqNuk  Resort  and  Casino, 
406-883-1100 
April  12 

Pavlo  -  7:30  p.m.,  Poison  High  School  Auditorium,  Big 
Productions,  406-676-2427 

Red  Lodge 

March  30-31 

Eaglefest  -  various  venues,  406-245-5422 

Ronan 

March  10 

Arts,  Crafts  and  Flea  Market  -  9  a.m.-4:30  p.m..  Community 
Center.  406-676-2780 
March  22 

Robin  Spielberg  -  7:30  p.m.,  Ronan  Event  Center,  Big 
Productions,  406-676-2427 

Seeley  Lake 

April  18 

Pavlo  -  7  p.m.,  Seeley  Swan  High  School,  Alpine  Artisans, 
406-251-6966 

Sidney 

March  23 

Wing  Fling  -  6  p.m.,  MonDak  Heritage  Center,  406-433-3500 
March  26 

Bradetich/Grove  Duo  -  7  p.m.,  Sidney  Middle  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 
April  23 

The  Sizzling  Strings  -  7  p.m.,  Sidney  Middle  School 
Auditorium,  Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-228-9208 

Stevensville 

March  2-3,  9-10,  16-17,  23-24 
“Boardwalk  Melody  Hour  Murders”  -  7  p.m.,  Chantilly 
Theatre,  406-777-2722 
March  2,  April  6 

First  Friday  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-777-3773 

Virginia  City 

March  17,  April  21 

Winter  Chautauqua  -  6:30  p.m.,  Elling  House,  406-843-5454 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

March  17 

Robin  Spielberg  -  7  p.m.,  high  school  gym,  Meagher  County 
Arts  Council,  406-547-2150 

Whitefish 

March  4 

“Hansel  and  Gretel"  Theatre  Sans  Fil  -  1  and  4  p.m., 
O’Shaughnessy  Center,  406-862-5371 
March  8 

Samarabalouf  -  7:30  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Center, 
406-862-5371 
March  23-25,  30-April  1 

“Enchanted  April”  -  O’Shaughnessy  Center,  406-862-5371 
March  23 

Glacier  String  Quartet:  Chamber  Music  and  Dessert 
-  7:30  p.m.,  Loula’s,  406-257-3241 
April  14 

Cascada  de  Flores  -  7:30  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Center, 
406-862-5371 
April  15-16 

Black  Curtain  Theatre:  “Rabbit  Hole”  -  7:30  p.m., 
O’Shaughnessy  Center,  406-862-5371 

Willow  Creek 

March  13 

Everybody’s  Birthday  Party  -  6-9:30  p.m..  Aunt  Dofe’s  Hall 
of  Recent  Memory,  406-285-6996 
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Arlee 

Hangin’  Art  Gallery:  Valentina 
LaPier,  through  March  30;  Nancy 
Greenfield,  “On  the  Heels  of  the 
Buffalo:  Following  Grandfather’s 
Steps,”  April  2-June  15,  reception 
2-4  p.m.  April  14;  406-726-5005 


Big  Timber 

Hodges  Fine  Art  Gallery:  Laurie 
Yamell,  Suz  Marquette  Marshak  and 
Steve  Aller,  March  and  April;  406-932-6834 


Nolan  Salix’s  paintings  are  on  display  at  the  Uptown 
Cafe  in  Butte.  Above  is  “Sterile  Light.” 


Bigfork 

Bigfork  Art  and  Cultural  Center:  “Key 
Ingredients:  America  by  Food,”  Jan.  28- 
March  10;  406-837-6927 


Billings 

Bill  Mclnto  h  Gallery:  Dorothy  Kosich,  month 
of  Marcl  Daniel  North,  month  of  April; 
406-2.  010 

Flatiron  C  »ry:  "Photographic  Mysteries,” 
througl  i'ch  10;  “A  Few  of  Our  Favorite 
Things.  rch  15-April  28,  reception 
5-9  p.m  pril  6:  406-256-7791 
Northcutt  Steele  Gallery,  MSU-Billings: 
Andrew  Schell  and  Rollin  Beamish,  through 
March  30;  406-657-2324 
Sandstone  Galler  Barbara  Butler  and  Mary 
Knapp,  and  William  Crain,  month  of  March, 
reception  March  17;  Dori  Eccles  and  Mary 
Hopper,  and  West  High  School  Students, 
month  of  April;  406-256-5837 
Western  Heritage  Center:  “The  Story  of  the 
1937  Flood:  Billings’s  Greatest  Natural 
Disaster,"  March  15-June  9;  “We’re  Making 
History:  Billings’s  First  125  Years,”  ongoing; 
March  15-June  9,  406-256-6809 
Yellowstone  Art  Museum:  “The  HOMEHouse 
Project”  and  “The  Art  of  Warner  Bros. 
Cartoons,”  March  22-June  10,  reception 
5:30-7:30  p.m.  March  22;  “Relics:  Works  by 
Brian  Scott”  March  22-June  24,  reception 
5:30-7:30  p.m.  March  22;  “A  Western  Icon: 
The  Stories  and  Illustrations  of  Will  James,” 
ongoing;  406-256-6804 

Yellowstone  County  Museum:  “Baker  Battle,” 
ongoing;  406-256-6811 


Boulder 

Boulder  Hot  Springs:  Gordon  Zuelke,  through 
mid-March;  406-225-4339 


Continued  on  next  page 


Anaconda 

Copper  Village  Museum:  Art  Auction 
Preview,  April  2-13;  Grade  School 
Student  Exhibit,  April  16-30;  High 
School  Student  Exhibit,  March  1-31: 
406-563-2422 


Bozeman 

Emerson  Center  Jessie  Wilber  Gallery:  Eiko 
J.  Ozawa  and  Marlene  Schumann,  March  6- 
April  20,  reception  5:30  p.m.  March  6;  MSU 
Juried  Student  Exhibit, 
through  March  3 1 ; 

Olga  Lomshakova, 

April  and  May; 

406-587-9797 

Helen  E.  Copeland 
Gallery:  Barry  Ament, 

Coby  Schultz  and  Jeff 
Kleinschmidt,  “The 
Art  of  Rock,”  through 
March  9;  Craig  van 
den  Bosch  MFA 
Thesis  Exhibition, 

March  19-27, 
reception  7-10  p.m. 

March  23;  MFA 
hj  mooj  Thesis 
Exhibition,  April  2-6, 
reception  6-9  p.m. 

April  6;  Mat  Rude 
Thesis  Exhibition, 

April  9-13.  reception 
6-9  p.m.  April  13; 

Aaron  Hauck  Thesis 
Exhibition,  April  16-20,  A  paper  installation  by  Eiko  Ozawa 
reception  5-8  p.m.  is  featured  at  the  Emerson  Center  in 

April  20;  406-994-2562  Bozeman. 


Glendive 

DCAU  Gallery:  Group 
Show,  month  of  March; 
Judy  Bell,  month  of 
April;  406-377-6508 

Great  Falls 

A.  Hooker's  Gallery: 

Suzy  Hart  Master 
Portraits,  March  8-10; 
406-761-7156 
C.M.  Russell  Museum: 
C.M.  Russell  Auction  Art, 
month  of  March;  “Frederic 
Remington  Makes 
Tracks  ...  Adventures  and 
Artistic  Impressions,” 
through  March  4; 

“Broncs,  Buckaroos  and 
Babes:  Early  Images  and 
Collectibles”  and  Bronzes 
by  Jay  Contway,  ongoing; 
"Bob  Scriver:  Montana 
Renaissance  Man,"  opening 
April  15;  406-727-8787 


Museum  of  the  Rockies:  “Tutankhamun: 
‘Wonderful  Things’  from  the  Pharaoh’s 
Tomb,”  March  3-Sept.  3;  “Picasso:  25  Years 
of  Edition  Ceramics,”  March  17-Sept.  3;  50th 
Anniversary  Exhibit,  ongoing;  406-994-2251 

Butte 

Main  Stope  Gallery:  Steve  Smith, 

March  2-3 1 ,  reception  5:30-8:30  p.m. 

March  9;  406-723-9195 
Uptown  Cafe:  Nolan  Salix,  March  3-May  5; 
406-723-4735 

Venus  Rising  Gallery  and  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts  Butte:  Youth  Art  Exhibition,  March 
9- April  27:406-491-4476 


Gallery  16:  Brian  Devon  and  Bruce 

Pollington,  Feb.  27-April  30,  reception 
6-9  p.m.  March  2;  406-453-6103 
Great  Falls  Public  Library:  Great  Falls  Doll 
Club,  through  March;  406-453-0349 
Paris  Gibson  Square  Museum  of  Art: 
Melissa  Stewart,  “Montana  Portraits,” 
through  March  25,  reception  5:30-7:30  p.m. 
March  13;  Royce  Fulp,  “Visions  of 
Humanity,”  through  April  1,  reception 
5:30-7:30  p.m.  March  13;  “Robert  Royhl: 
The  Montana  Years,”  “Richard  Swanson: 
Expanding  Thoughts”  and  Monte  Dolack, 
“Visions  of  Myth,  Magic  and  Mystery,” 
through  April  1 ;  Student  Art  Exhibition, 
April  16-May  15,  reception  5:30-7:30  p.m. 
April  17;  “By  Design:  Fast,  Functional  and 
Fun!”  April  20-Aug.  1 ;  406-727-8255 
Parking  Garage  at  315  First  Ave.  South: 
Urban  Art  Project,  through  May  5; 
406-452-9315 

UGF  Library  Exhibit  Space:  Kimberly 
Gilkey,  March  16-31,  reception  5-7  p.m. 
March  16;  Annual  Juried  Student  Art 
Exhibit,  April  13-May  7,  reception  5-8  p.m. 
April  13;406-791-5375 
Wildwood  Gallery  and  Frame:  Apollo  XII 
Astronaut  Captain  Alan  Bean,  March  1-26; 
406-453-5560 


Chester 
Liberty  Village 
Arts  Center: 

Student  Art 
Exhibit, 
month  of 
March; 

“Frost:  The 
Lives  and 
Cultures 
of  the 

Sami  People,” 

April  2-22, 
reception 
6-8  p.m. 

April  2; 

406-759-5652 

Colstrip 
Schoolhouse 
History  and 
Art  Center: 

Student 
Art  Show, 

March  5-29;  Jim  Bailey  Pottery,  April  4-27; 
406-748-4822 

Dillon 

Montana  Western  Art  Gallery:  “The  Nature 
of  Abstraction,”  March  2-April  6,  reception 
6:30-7:30  p.m.  March  2;  Works  by  Western 
Students,  April  18-May  8,  reception  May  1; 
406-683-7232 


“Watermelon  Party  near  Helena”  circa  1900  is  part  of 
“Montana  by  Food  -  A  Taste  of  the  Past”  on  exhibit  at 
Montana’s  Museum  at  the  Montana  Historical  Society 
in  Helena. 


Hamilton 

Frame  Shop  and  Gallery:  Abigail  Turner  and 
Sam  Reckson.  April  27-June  20,  reception 
5-8  p.m.  April  27; 
406-363-6684 

Hardin 
JailHouse 
Gallery: 

A  Touch  of 
Class,  Students 
Grades  6-8, 
March  1  -24  and 
High  School 
Students, 

April  1-28; 
406-665-3239 

Helena 
Archie  Bray 
Foundation: 

Steven 
Young  Lee, 
April  28- 
May  13, 
reception 
6-8  p.m. 

April  28; 
406-443-3502 

Carroll  Art  Gallery,  St.  Charles  Hall: 

Student  Art  Exhibit,  March  12- April  20; 
406-447-4302 

Holmes  Studio:  Tim  Holmes,  “Sentinelle 
-  The  Feminine  Soul  of  America  at 
War,”  5-9  p.m.  March  23-24;  406-442-4233 
Holter  Museum  of  Art:  Jay  Crider  and 
Matthew  Wolfe,  through  March  5;  Chris 
Antemann,  March  6-April  26,  reception 
6-8  p.m.  March  7;  “Bill  Stockton:  The 
Uncommonness  of  Life”  and  “James 
Castle,  from  Icehouse  to  Early  Attic: 

Art  and  Books”  through  April  22; 
“International  Language,”  through  June  10; 
“Recent  Acquisitions,”  through  June  10; 
406-442-6400 

Montana’s  Museum  at  the  Montana 
Historical  Society:  “Montana  by 
Food  -  A  Taste  of  the  Past.”  March  22- 
Oct.  27;  “Evelyn  Cameron:  Photographing 
Montana.  1 894- 1928,"  through  April  2 1 ; 
“Neither  Empty  Nor  Unknown:  Montana 
at  the  Time  of  Lewis  and  Clark,”  ongoing; 
Warren  McGee,  “On  Track,”  opening 
April  27;  406-444-2694 
Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  State  Capitol: 
Jennifer  Robbins,  “A  Montana  Time 
Frame,”  through  April  2;  406-444-2034 


xhibitions,  March/April 
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MOR  turns 
50  with  Tut 
and  Picasso 
exhibits 

The  Museum 
of  the  Rock¬ 
ies  in  Bozeman 
celebrates  its  50th 
Anniversary  this 
year  with  exhibi¬ 
tions  on  topics 
such  as  King  Tut, 
Picasso,  Ansel 
Adams  and  bats. 

“Tutankha¬ 
mun:  ‘Wonder¬ 
ful  Things’  from 
the  Pharaoh’s 
Tomb”  brings 
126  reproductions 
of  Tutankhamun’s 
treasures  to 
the  museum 
March  3- 

Sept.  3.  Ten  years 
in  the  making, 
this  dazzling  col¬ 
lection  includes 
Tutankhamun’s 
magnificent  state 
chariot,  golden 
shrines,  beds, 
thrones,  jewelry, 
his  spectacular 
funerary  mask,  a 
mummy  case  and 
royal  mummy. 

From  March  17- 
Aug.  19,  “Picasso: 
25  Years  of  Edi¬ 
tion  Ceramics"  fills 
the  Loft  Gallery 
with  ceram¬ 
ics  created  by 
Pablo  Picasso 
in  collaboration 
with  George  and 
Suzanne  Ramie 
and  the  artisans 
at  their  Madoura 
pottery  workshop 
in  France  from 
1947-1971.  The 
exhibition  features 
65  ceramic 
works  along  with 
plaques  and 
posters  from 
previous  Picasso 
ceramics  exhibi¬ 
tions  in  Europe. 

The  dinosaur 
exhibit,  the  Hall 
of  Giants,  opens 
on  June  9  with  a 
dinosaur  festival. 

For  more 
information,  visit 
museumofthe 
rockies.org  or  call 
406-994-DINO. 
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Missoula 
to  host 
museum 
conference 

Missoula  cul¬ 
tural  institutions 
host  the  annual 
Montana  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Museums 
Conference, 

March  8-10  at  the 
Holiday  Inn-Park- 
side. 

According  to 
conference  orga¬ 
nizers,  this  year’s 
event  promises 
to  be  “one  of  the 
best  ones  yet,” 
with  workshops  on 
PastPerfect  soft¬ 
ware  and  boards 
and  governance; 
and  sessions  on 
exhibit  develop¬ 
ment,  ethics,  pest 
management, 
collection  care, 
maintenance, 
inventorying, 
repatriation,  the 
bed  tax,  museum 
stores  and  more. 

Other  offerings 
include  a  walk¬ 
ing  tour  of  the 
historic  downtown 
on  Thursday 
afternoon  with 
“Preservationist 
of  the  Decade," 
noted  lecturer, 
and  award-win¬ 
ning  author  Allan 
Mathews,  followed 
by  a  progressive 
dinner. 

Friday  evening's 
dinner  banquet 
is  followed  by 
an  eerie  look  at 
Montana's  ghostly 
history  by  Ellen 
Baumler,  research 
historian  and 
writer  from  the 
Montana  Historical 
Society,  silent  and 
live  auctions  and  a 
tour  of  the  town’s 
fabled  drinking 
establishments. 

For  full  confer¬ 
ence  information 
and  a  registra¬ 
tion  form,  visit 
MAM’s  website 
at  www.montana 
museums.org,  or 
call  406-443-6563. 


xhibitions,  March/April 


“As  Above,  So  Below”  by  George 
Longfish  is  on  display  at  the  Meloy 
and  Paxson  Galleries  in  Missoula. 


Kalispell 

Hockaday  Museum  of  Art:  “The  Faces  of 
Artists,”  through  March  3;  and  “Marshall 
Noice:  Black  and  Whites  to  Vivid  Color,” 
through  March  3; 

Benefit  Auction  of 
Miniatures  Exhibition, 

March  9-23,  Preview 
Auction  Party 
5-7:30  p.m.  March  9, 
auction  5-8:30  p.m. 

March  23;  Fred  Ivar 
Utsi  Klemetsem, 

“Frost:  The  Lives  and 
Culture  of  the  Sami 
People,”  through 
March  17;  “It’s  a 
Jungle  Out  There” 
and  "New  Artists,” 

April  5-27,  reception 
5-7  p.m.  April  12; 

“Walter  Hook  (1919- 
1989):  Scholar, 

Teacher,  Artist,” 

April  14-June  3, 
reception  5-7  p.m. 

April  19;  “Crown  of  the 

Continent:  Glacier  National  Park  Permanent 

Exhibition.”  ongoing;  406-755-5268 

Montana  Stone  Gallery:  “The  Elements 
of  Nature,”  March  2-April  27,  reception 
5-8  p.m.  March  2;  406-756-7625 

Museum  at  Central  School:  “Rural  Routes 
-  Faces  and  Voices  of  Agriculture  in 
the  Flathead  Valley,”  through  summer; 
406-756-8381 

Northwest  Healthcare  Healing  Arts 
Galleries,  Kalispell  Regional  Medical 
Center:  “Living  with  the  Animals,”  through 
May  18;  406-257-4217 

Sassafras  Artists  and  Craftsmen  Co-op: 
Susan  Miller  and  Dawn  Evans,  month  of 
March;  Layah  Cottonwood  and  Don  Miller, 
month  of  April;  406-752-2433 

Lewistown 

Lewistown  Art  Center:  Jody  Menge 
and  Robert  Spannring,  “Two  Rivers, 

Two  Artists,”  March  3;  Sarah  Ozment, 
“Norwegian  Interiors  and  Images,” 

March  6-ApriI  14;  “Kickin’  Cancer 
Exhibit,”  and  Student  Art  Show, 

April  17-28;  406-535-8278 

Livingston 

Crazy  Mountain  Digital  Photo:  “Captivating 
Images,”through  April;  406-222-2355 


Miles  City 

B.A.G.  Gallery:  Greg  Blair,  “The  Filtered 
Forest,”  March  1-April  27;  406-234-9295 
Custer  County  Art  and  Heritage  Center: 

“Works  on  Paper,”  through 
March  11;  John  Amos,  Ann 
Fuller,  Patrick  Smith  and 
Ted  Wood,  “CBM:  Common 
Ground,”  March  1 8-April  29, 
reception  1-4  p.m.  March  18; 
406-234-0635 

Missoula 

Clay  Studio:  Wood  Fire  2007 
Invitational,  March  2-25, 
reception  6-9  p.m.  March  2; 
“Potsketch  2007,”  April  6-29, 
reception  6-9  p.m.  April  6; 
406-543-0509 

Gallery  Saintonge:  “Curious,” 
March  2-17,  reception  5-8  p.m. 
March  2;  406-543-0171 
Gold  Dust  Gallery:  Christine 
Cleveland  and  Caleb  Sheridan, 
month  of  March,  reception 
5-9  p.m.  March  2;  Birth  Art 
Show,  month  of  April,  reception 
5-9  p.m.  April  6;  406-360-7452 
Historical  Museum  at  Fort  Missoula:  Umberto 
Benedetti:  Bella  Vista’s  Italian  Boy,  through 
April;  "Picnic  Baskets  and  Suitcases:  Vacations 
from  1860-1960,”  opening  March  25; 
406-728-3476 

Missoula  Art  Museum:  “Women  Beyond 
Borders,"  March  12-June  8;  New  Gifts  and 
Acquisitions,  March  1-May  5; 

Stephanie  Bacon,  “Language, 

Streams  and  Eddies”  and 
Suzy  Holt,  “Burnt  Gulch 
Revelations”  through  March 
31;  "Native  Identity  in  Flux: 

Reflections  from  the  MAM 
Contemporary  American 
Indian  Art  Collection,”  through 
April;  Blake  Haygood,  April  6- 
June  30;  406-728-0447 
Missoula  Public  Library: 

“Forever  Free:  Abraham 
Lincoln’s  Journey  to 
Emancipation,”  March  8- 
April  24,  reception  7  p.m. 

March  8;  406-721-2665 
Montana  Museum  of  Art 
and  Culture:  “The 

Collectors’  Art”  and  “40  Years  of  Campus 
Art  Awards”  through  March  3;  “George 
Longfish  Retrospective,”  March  9-April  21, 
reception  5-7  p.m.  April  5;  “Marilyn  Bruya: 

A  Retrospective”  and  “Henry  Meloy:  The 
Portraits,”  April  27-June  30,  reception  5-7 
p.m.  April  27;  406-243-2019 


UM  Gallery  of  Visual  Arts:  BFA  Senior  Thesis 
Exhibition  I,  March  8-22,  reception  5-7  p.m. 
March  8;  BFA  Senior  Thesis  Exhibition  II, 
April  5-19,  reception  5-7  p.m.  April  5;  Thesis 
Exhibitions  for  Linda  McCray,  Kendall 
Mingey,  Amanda  Turpen  and  Leah  Katz, 

April  26-May  11,  reception  5-7  p.m.  April  26; 
406-243-2813 

University  Center  Art  Gallery:  BFA  Senior 
Thesis  Exhibition  I,  March  5-22,  reception 

4- 6  p.m.  March  8;  BFA  Senior  Thesis 
Exhibition  II,  April  2-13,  reception  4-6  p.m. 
April  5;  Greg  Siple,  “Bicycle  Eclectic:  Touring 
Photographic  Exhibition,”  April  16-May  11, 
reception  4-6  p.m.  April  27;  406-243-4991 

Whooping  Crones  Gallery:  R.  Wade  Nelson, 
“The  Blackfoot  River  Rocks,”  month  of 
March,  reception  5-8  p.m.  March  2;  Le  Ann 
Boyd  and  Cheryl  Tandee,  month  of  April, 
reception  5-8  p.m.  April  6;  406-721-3042 

Poison 

Sandpiper  Gallery:  Carolyn  Stone-Reuthlinger, 
John  Koopsman,  Laurel  Emert  and  Bob 
Hawkins,  through  March  17;  Carolyn  Ann 
Thoring,  Aaron  Crowder,  Eugene  Beckes  and 
Karen  Mauer,  March  20- April  21,  reception 

5- 7  p.m.  March  23;  406-883-5956 

Red  Lodge 

Depot  Gallery:  Carbon  County  Student  Art 
Exhibition,  March  1-31;  Rocky  Mountain 
Regional  Juried  Exhibition.  April  1-30; 

406-446-1370 
Red  Lodge 
Clay  Center: 
“Evolution 
-  Nine  With 
One,”  March  2- 
April  29, 
reception 
5-7  p.m. 

March  2; 
406-446-3993 


Sidney 
MonDak 
Heritage 
Center:  “The 
Good,  The  Bad 
and  The  Ugly,” 
March  1- 


MonDak  Heritage  Center  in  Sidney  presents  their 
annual  College  Art  Show  in  April.  Above  is  a  piece 
by  Jenna  Lechner. 


April  30;  Youth  Art  Show,  March  6-31;  The 
College  Art  Show,  April  4-28;  406-433-3500 

Stevensville 

Rocky  Mountain  Bank:  Grace  Wilson,  through 
March;  406-777-2562 


Yellowstone  and  Hockaday  museums  host  March  auctions 


Great  Falls  isn’t  the  only  Montana 
town  that’s  experiencing  auction  fever  in 
March.  The  Yellowstone  Art  Museum  in 
Billings  hosts  its  39th  annual  auction,  and 
the  Hockaday  Museum  of  Art  in  Kalispell 
hosts  a  benefit  auction  of  miniatures. 

Yellowstone  Art  Museum 

The  Yellowstone  Art  Museum  has 
expanded  its  annual  benefit  auction  to  two 
evenings,  March  2-3,  and  added  several 
new  activities. 

To  encourage  participation  and  art  col¬ 
lecting  by  a  younger  audience,  the  Friday 
event  (6:30-10  p.m.)  is  priced  at  $20  per 
person  and  showcases  more  than  90  silent 
auction  works.  The  evening  also  features  a 
beer-tasting  hearty  hors  d’oeuvres  buffet. 

The  more  formal  live  auction,  5:30-1 1  p.m.  Saturday,  features  a 
lavish  dinner  and  dessert  buffet,  music  and  bidding  on  an  eclectic 
selection  of  works  by  65  of  the  region’s  most  prominent  artists, 
including  Phoebe  Knapp,  Jerry  Cornelia,  Rocky  Hawkins,  Michael 
Haykin,  and  many  others,  as  well  as  works  by  14  new  artists. 

New  this  year  is  a  “Quick  Draw,”  with  artists  creating  works  on 
the  spot  for  inclusion  in  the  evening’s  auction.  Participants  in  the 


“Voice  in  the  Wind”  by  Rocky  Hawkins  is  among 
the  works  featured  in  the  Yellowstone  Art  Muse¬ 
um's  Art  Auction  39  Exhibition. 


museum’s  first-ever  “heads  or  tails”  game 
will  compete  for  jewelry  and  an  expanded 
raffle  features  a  grand  prize  of  a  two-year 
lease  on  a  new  car  of  the  winner’s  choice. 

Admission  to  Saturday’s  auction  is 
$135  and  includes  free  admission  to  the 
Friday  night  event.  Absentee  bidding  and 
phone  bidding  are  available;  call  406-256- 
6804,  ext.  228  or  visit  www.artmuseum. 
org.  Proceeds  benefit  museum  education 
programs. 

Hockaday  Museum  of  Art 

The  Hockaday  Museum  of  Art  in 
Kalispell  has  scheduled  its  annual  Benefit 
Auction  of  Miniatures  early  this  year,  with 
a  preview  party  March  9  and  the  auction  on 
March  23. 

The  preview  party,  5-7  p.m.,  offers  a  sneak  peek  at  the  scores  of  min¬ 
iatures  slated  for  auction  on  March  23,  an  opportunity  to  place  absentee 
bids,  and  plenty  of  refreshments  and  artful  fun. 

The  auction,  5-8:30  p.m.  March  23,  begins  with  a  silent  auction,  and 
then  turns  competitive  as  the  live  auction  begins.  Dinner  is  available 
after  the  auction;  call  406-755-5268. 
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Rocky  Mountain  Ballet  Theatre's 
"Road  to  Beijing"  is  full  of  challenges 


By  Kristi  Niemeyer 

Charlene  Campbell,  director  of  Rocky 
Mountain  Ballet  Theatre  in  Missoula, 
says  preparations  to  take  her  troupe  to 
China  for  the  2008  Olympics  are  proving 
to  be  a  challenging  mix  of  politics,  art 
and  diplomacy. 

“I’m  looking  at  it  as  the  Indiana  Jones 
tour  -  every  day  is  a  new  adventure,”  she 
says. 

The  invitation  to  take  the  troupe 
to  China  was  facilitated  by  Sen.  Max 
Baucus  and  his  staff.  To  organize  the  trip, 
Campbell  is  now  working  closely  with 
the  China  Arts  and  Entertainment  Group, 
the  government  agency  that  will  provide 
housing,  meals  and  transportation  within 
China.  She  heads  to  Washington,  DC, 
March  6  for  a  series  of  planning  meet¬ 
ings  with  Chinese  officials.  “As  an  artist, 
I  usually  collaborate  with  other  artists 
-  not  so  often  with  political  entities,"  she 
says. 

Fifteen  dancers,  ages  14-18,  head  to 
China  the  end  of  May  2008  for  a  three- 
week  tour,  with  performances  in  Beijing, 
Shanghai,  Guangzhou,  Xi'an,  Shenyag, 
Inner-Mongolia,  Tianhin,  Hangzhou  and 
Shenzhen.  In  addition  to  the  troupe’s  own 
“made-in-Montana”  repertoire,  which 
must  be  approved  by  the  China  Arts  and 
Entertainment  Group,  the  company  has 
been  asked  to  perform  the  Chinese  bal¬ 
let  “White  Haired  Girl,”  the  traditional 
"Ribbon  Dance”  and  “Red  Army  Detach¬ 
ment,”  by  a  Russian  choreographer. 

“This  is  a  huge  educational  curve 
for  all  of  us,”  says  Campbell,  whose 
troupe  has  performed  nationally  and 
internationally. 

Campbell  is  creating  several  new 


works  for  the  tour,  including  a  piece 
with  original  music  by  San  Francisco 
composer  Barney  Jones  and  backdrops 
by  Montana  artist  Larry  Pimie.  “We’re 
hoping  Larry’s  colors,  Barney’s  sound 
and  my  movement  will  give  entirely  new 
voice  to  Montana  today,”  says  Campbell. 

She  views  the  tour  as  contributing  to 
diplomacy  between  two  superpowers, 
while  exposing  Chinese  audiences  to 
Montana’s  history  and  culture.  “We’re 
trying  to  promote  good  will  between  our 
countries  with  our  arts  organization  as 
the  vehicle  for  that,”  she  says.  “We  want 
them  to  understand  us.” 

In  addition  to  mastering  a  dozen  new 
dances,  her  troupe  is  learning  how  to 
behave  in  China.  “Protocol  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  on  stage,  off  stage  and  while  travel¬ 
ing,”  she  adds. 

Campbell  estimates  the  cost  of  the  tour 
at  around  $150,000,  which  includes  trans¬ 
portation  to  and  from  China,  costumes, 
production  personnel,  sound,  a  composer, 
and  choreography  for  the  traditional  Chi¬ 
nese  “Ribbon  Dance.”  Several  works  will 
debut  May  4-5  during  a  spring  concert 
at  the  Wilma  Theatre  in  Missoula,  and 
the  entire  production  will  premiere  in 
November. 

Campbell  encourages  Montanans  from 
across  the  state  to  support  the  tour.  As 
representatives  of  the  U.S.  and.^pntana, 
“we  hold  a  great  degree  of  responsibil¬ 
ity.  How  often  to  a  small  arts  group  from 
Missoula,  Montana,  would  that  invitation 
be  extended?” 

To  help  the  company  travel  “the  road 
to  Beijing,”  call  406-549-5155,  visit 
the  website  at  www.rmbt.org  or  email 
Charlene  @  rmbt.org. 


Music  director  records 
Music  for  Ballet  Class 

Karen  Carreno.  music  director  and  pianist  for  Rocky 
Mountain  Ballet  Theatre  in  Missoula,  recently  released 
a  CD  of  classical  works  for  ballet  teachers  and  studios. 

A  classically  trained  pianist,  Carreno  has  worked  with 
dancers  and  accompanied  ballet  classes  for  more  than 
three  decades.  The  graduate  of  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin  accompanied  the  Milwaukee  Ballet  Company 
and  worked  for  several  studios  while  residing  in  Los 
Angeles.  In  her  current  post,  she  accompanies  all  of  the 
RMBT  classes,  playing  piano  at  least  three  hours  a  day, 

six  days  a  week. 

According  to 
Carreno,  an  ac¬ 
companist  has  a 
challenging  task. 
“The  teacher 
demonstrates  a 
rhythm  and  tempo 
and  I  have  to  match 
that,”  she  says.  At 
the  beginning  of 
her  career,  “it  was 
scary.  You’d  have 
20  people  in  class 
and  40  eyeballs  on  you,  and  the  teacher  might  turn  to 
me  and  say,  ‘that’s  not  it.’” 

After  years  of  working  with  a  variety  of  teachers 
and  all  levels  of  students,  “I've  found  pieces  that  work 
well,”  says  Carreno.  “That’s  what  this  CD  is  about.” 

Repertoire  for  work  at  the  barre  includes  works  by 
Mozart,  Czerny,  Bach,  Bizet,  Rota  and  Gershwin.  When 
dancers  move  to  the  floor,  Carreno  helps  them  find  their 
pace  with  waltzes  and  grand  and  petit  allegros  from  a 
variety  of  ballets,  including  “Don  Quixote,”  “The  Merry 
Widow”  and  “La  Bayadere.” 

To  enhance  the  sound  quality,  Carreno  recorded  the 
CD  on  the  grand  piano  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Missoula.  The  28  tracks,  which  provide  over 
an  hour  of  music,  seem  to  be  finding  fans  among  ballet 
instructors  around  the  world.  "Your  CD  inspires  me  to 
teach,”  writes  William  Anthony,  an  instructor  in  Soborg, 
Denmark. 

For  information,  call  406-549-5155  or  visit  rmbt.org. 


Nominations  sought  for  the  2008  Governor's  Awards  for  the  Arts 


The  Governor’s  Arts  Awards  program  honors  outstanding 
citizens  and  organizations  in  Montana  whose  achievements  in  the 
arts  benefit  all  Montanans.  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana 
presents  the  Governor’s  Arts  Awards  program  through  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Arts  Council  and  the  Montana  Ambassadors. 

Anyone  or  any  organization  in  Montana  with  commensurate  ac¬ 
complishments  can  be  nominated  for  the  Governor’s  Arts  Awards. 
Nominees  who  have  been  endorsed  for  previous  awards  (2000  to 


present)  will  remain  in  active  consideration  for  future  presenta¬ 
tions.  Nominees  who  have  been  endorsed  prior  to  2000  will  be 
placed  back  in  active  consideration  if  an  endorser  requests  it.  If 
you  would  like  to  know  if  a  particular  nominee  is  currently  being 
considered,  please  call  the  Business  Development  Specialist  at 
406-777-0090.  If  you  would  like  to  offer  a  nomination,  please  fol¬ 
low  the  instructions  below  or  email  cholt@montana.com. 


Next  awards  program  is  slated  for  late  winter/early  spring  2008 
Nominations  and  all  support  materials  are  due  by  March  16,  2007 


Please  use  this  form,  or  create  your  own  form  by  reprinting  all  the  information  below. 


1 .  NOMINATOR 

Only  one  nominator  is  needed  to  begin  the  process.  All  others 
who  may  wish  to  reinforce  the  nomination  are  considered  endorsers. 
Please  see  below  for  instructions. 

NAME: _ 

EMAIL:  _ _ 

ADDRESS: _ 

DAYTIME/EVENING  PHONES: _ 

2.  THE  NOMINEE  is  an  _ Individual _ Organization _ Group 

NAME:  _ 

CONTACT  PERSON  (if  organization  or  group): _ 

ADDRESS: _ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: _ 


3.  CATEGORY  (Check  as  many  as  apply) 

_ Dance  _ Music  _ Opera/Musical  Theatre 

_ Theatre  _ Visual  Arts  _ Design  Arts 

_ Photography  _ Crafts  _ Service  to  the  Arts 

_ Literature  _ Folk  Arts  _ Interdisciplinary 

_ Patron  _ Media  Arts  _ Other 

_ Montana  Artist  Working  Out  of  State 

4.  NOMINATOR  AND  ENDORSEMENTS 

Please  provide  on  a  single  sheet  of  paper  the  names  and  con¬ 
tact  information  of  the  nominator  and  at  least  three  endorsers.  In 
order  to  qualify  for  consideration  a  nomination  must  be  endorsed 
by  a  minimum  of  three  people  who  can  attest  to  the  nominee’s  ac¬ 
complishments. 

On  a  single  page,  describe  the  achievements  of  the  nominee 
and  the  related  contributions  to  the  state  of  Montana.  Include  bio¬ 
graphical  and  professional  information  and  examples  of  the  nom¬ 
inee’s  significant  activities.  Nominators  may  submit  this  on  behalf 
of  all  endorsers,  or  each  endorser  may  submit  their  own  letter  of 
support. 

In  addition  to  the  endorsements,  nominators  are  encouraged  to 
enlist  other  people  to  submit  letters  of  support,  and  to  send  along 
existing  biographies  or  resumes  and  samples  of  work  (photos, 
CDs,  DVDs,  videos). 

5.  SUBMISSIONS  INFORMATION 

Nominations  and  all  related  materials  must  be  sent  to  MAC  no 
later  than  Friday.  March  16.  2007  in  order  to  be  considered  for  the 
various  celebrations  planned  for  January  through  April  of  2008. 


DAYTIME/EVENING  PHONES: _ 

Send  all  materials  to:  GAA  2008  Nominations,  Montana  Arts  Council,  Post  Office  Box  202201,  Helena,  MT  59620-2201 

or  email  to  Cinda  Holt  at  cholt@montana.com 
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Spring 
Dance 
Workshop 
comes  to 
Helena 

Montana 
Dance  Arts  As¬ 
sociation  (MDAA) 
holds  its  Spring 
Workshop  and 
summer  scholar¬ 
ship  adjudication 
April  21-22  at 
the  Creative  Arts 
Center  in  Helena. 

Classes  will  be 
taught  in  ballet, 
modern,  jazz 
and  tap  by  four 
professional  guest 
faculty  from  out 
of  state.  These 
classes  are  open 
to  all  dancers, 
age  1 0  and  over. 

Those  wish¬ 
ing  to  participate 
in  the  summer 
scholarship  adju¬ 
dication  must  be 
between  the  ages 
of  12  and  22, 
and  their  primary 
teacher  must 
be  a  member  of 
MDAA.  Scholar¬ 
ships  range  from 
partial  to  full 
tuition  or  $500- 
$1 ,000  cash  to  be 
used  at  a  specific 
summer  dance 
program;  recipi¬ 
ents  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  paying 
all  other  costs 
related  to  attend¬ 
ing  these  summer 
programs. 

Complete 
rules,  placement 
guidelines,  class 
schedule,  list  of 
guest  faculty  and 
a  list  of  available 
scholarships 
will  be  mailed  to 
MDAA  member 
teachers  and 
posted  online  at 
www.mtdance 
association.org 
by  March  20.  For 
more  details,  call 
the  MDAA  office 
at  406-585-9551. 
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Libraries 
“make  cities 
stronger” 

Public  libraries 
build  a  communi¬ 
ty’s  capacity  for 
economic  activ¬ 
ity  and  resiliency, 
finds  a  new  study 
from  the  Urban 
Institute  (www. 
urban.org). 

The  report,  Mak¬ 
ing  Cities  Stron¬ 
ger:  Public  Library 
Contributions  to 
Local  Economic 
Development 
(35  pages,  PDF), 
suggests  that 
public  libraries  are 
shifting  from  being 
passive  institutions 
for  recreational 
reading  and 
research  to  active 
economic  devel¬ 
opment  agents 
working  to  address 
such  issues  as 
literacy,  workforce 
training,  small 
business  vitality 
and  community 
quality  of  life. 

The  study 
relates  specific 
ways  local  govern¬ 
ments,  agencies 
and  libraries  are 
working  together 
to  benefit  individu¬ 
als,  agencies  and 
the  community 
at-large  in  four  ar¬ 
eas:  early  literacy 
services,  employ¬ 
ment  and  career 
resources,  small 
business  resourc¬ 
es  and  programs, 
and  a  physical 
presence  that 
contributes  to  sta¬ 
bility,  safety,  and 
quality  of  life,  while 
attracting  foot 
traffic,  providing 
long-term  tenancy, 
and  complement¬ 
ing  neighboring 
retail  and  cultural 
destinations. 

Capitalizing  on 
these  strengths, 
libraries  can  fuel 
not  only  current 
but  also  emerging 
economic  activity. 


New  eco-friendly  library  opens  in  Bozeman 


“Around  Town"  by  Jim  Madden  and  architect  Dan  Harding  is  a 
favorite  with  visitors  to  the  children’s  library. 

(Photos  by  George  Baskin) 


By  Kristi  Niemeyer 

For  Alice  Meister,  director  of  the 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  books  and 
the  public  buildings  that  house  them 
are  in  no  danger  of  becoming  anach¬ 
ronisms.  Instead,  she  envisions  the 
library  as  “the  commons,  the  meeting, 
greeting  place”  of  a  community. 

And  there  is  probably  no  better 
model  in  Montana  for  that  vision  than 
Bozeman’s  expansive  new  energy- 
efficient,  environmentally  sound, 
web-interlaced  library,  which  opened 
in  November  2006. 

Situated  on  the  east  end  of  Main 
Street  near  Lindley  Park,  the  library 
reshaped  an  eyesore  -  a  patch  of  earth 
once  contaminated  by  lead  and  asbestos  and 
littered  with  the  remains  of  the  former  Chicago 
Milwaukee  Railroad  depot.  It  cost  the  library 
board  $2. 1  mil¬ 
lion  to  buy  the  14 
acres  and  another 
$1.3  million  just 
to  clean  it  up  and 
prepare  the  build¬ 
ing  site. 

But  the  board 
had  a  larger  vi¬ 
sion  for  the  new 
library.  “They 
were  really  committed  to  making  it  as  energy 
efficient  as  possible,  to  making  it  a  model  for 
other  private  and  public  building  projects,”  says 
Meister.  “Even  after  we  found  out  how  much  it 
would  cost.” 

Building  green  is  an  expensive  proposition 
-  even  though,  ideally,  future  energy  savings 
will  offset  the  initial  costs.  At  52,000  square 
feet,  the  library  is  twice  the  size  of  its  prede¬ 
cessor,  bqt  is  expected  to  consume  the  same 
amount  of  energy. 

With  an  estimated  pricetag  of  $1 8  million, 
the  library  received  funding  from  a  variety  of 
sources  for  the  energy-saving  portion  of  the 
project,  including  a  challenge  grant  from  the 
Kendeda  Fund  and  a  two-year  commitment  of 


green  energy  from  Two  Dot  Wind  Company. 

Kath  Williams,  a  Bozeman  resident  who  is 
president  of  the  World  Green  Building  Council, 
volunteered  her  time  to 
help  the  library  pursue 
Leadership  in  Energy 
and  Environmental 
Design  certification 
-  making  it  the  first 
building  in  Bozeman 
and  the  first  public 
building  in  Montana  to 
achieve  that  standard. 
But  it’s  more  than 
energy-efficient  design  that  makes  this  new 
library,  designed  by  Overland  Partners  of  San 
Antonio  and  StudioFORMA 
Architects  of  Bozeman,  “the 
meeting,  greeting  place”  for  the 
Gallatin  Valley’s  burgeoning 
population  of  book  lovers. 

“Information  technology  is  a 
driving  force”  in  today’s  world, 
says  Meister.  To  that  end,  the 
library  is  equipped  with  a  com¬ 
puter  lab  and  wireless  internet 
connection.  “You  can  either  be 
active  or  passive,”  says  Meis¬ 
ter.  “You  can  plug  in  or  read  a 
book.” 

Although  “customers  are  more 
tuned  in  than  they  used  to  be,” 
Meister  says  people  “still  desire 
interaction.  Parents  still  want 
their  kids  involved  in  literacy 
and  reference  librarians  are  still 
the  best  search  engines.” 

Study  rooms  offer  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  solitude  or  one-on-one 
conversation  or  tutorials,  and 
children  and  teens  have  their 
own  reading  areas. 

Public  meeting  rooms  provide 
large  and  small  groups  a  place 
to  gather.  The  larger  room  is 
equipped  with  a  baby  grand 
piano  and  a  recording  booth  that 


allows  the  local  public  radio  station  to 
broadcast  important  community  meet¬ 
ings. 

Since  books  and  coffee  seem  to  go 
together,  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
operates  the  Wild  Rose  coffee  shop  and 
a  bookstore,  with  a  portion  of  profits 
going  back  to  the  library. 

The  library  board,  which  also  wanted 
a  “Wow!  factor”  in  the  new  building, 
found  the  dazzle  quotient  in  artwork 
and  spectacular  views  of  the  Bridger 
Mountains  and  nearby  Lindley  Park. 

Kids  and  parents  love  the  interactive 
magnetic  sculpture,  “Around  Town,” 
which  greets  them  at  the  entrance  to  the 
children’s  library.  The  collaboration 
between  artist  Jim  Madden  and  architect  Dan 
Harding,  which  celebrates  Bozeman  and  its  en¬ 
virons  with  moveable  components,  “is  literally 
a  magnet  and  figuratively,  it’s  a  magnet  too,” 
says  Meister.  “Kids  really  gravitate  toward  it.” 

Sculptures  scattered  throughout  the  facil¬ 
ity  and  a  large  mobile  dangling  over  the  main 
circulation  desk  add  visual  stimulation,  while 
the  atrium  gallery  offers  a  changing  array  of 
artwork  and  the  children’s  library  maintains  a 
display  of  kids’  creations. 

Come  spring,  the  grounds  will  be  planted  in 
native  grasses,  and  an  apple  orchard  and  com¬ 
munity  garden  are  also  planned.  The  library  site 
also  intersects  with  the  Main  Street  to  Moun¬ 
tains  trails  system. 


Throughout  the  process  of  designing  and 
building  the  library,  the  board  has  encouraged 
community  involvement  -  a  process  best  exem¬ 
plified  on  Oct.  8,  when  more  than  2,000  people 
lined  the  five  blocks  between  the  old  library  and 
the  new.  The  Book  Brigade  shuffled  some  3,000 
volumes  from  the  children’s  library  to  their  new 
home.  During  the  next  month,  the  remainder  of 
the  1 13,000  books  and  materials  crammed  into 
the  old  library  were  transferred  to  spacious  new 
quarters. 

“I  see  the  library  as  being  at  the  core,  the 
crux  of  the  community,”  says  Meister.  “We’ve 
tried  to  respond  to  community  needs  while 
remaining  a  vibrant,  vital  part  of  Bozeman.” 

Mission  accomplished. 


Bozeman  librarian  Alice 
Meister  envisions  the 
library  as  "the  commons 
-  the  meeting,  greeting 
place." 


The  library’s  open,  spacious  interior  offers  room  to  read, 
“plug-in”  at  the  computer  lab  or  ogle  the  scenery. 


Bozeman’s  library  earned  Leadership  in  Energy  and  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Design  certification. 


Nominations  due  by  April  2  for  Poet  Laureate 


Sandra  Alcosser  currently  serves  as  Montana’s  first  Poet  Laureate  and 
her  term  concludes  in  June  of  2007.  The  Montana  Arts  Council  is  now 
conducting  a  call  for  nominations  for  the  second  Poet  Laureate,  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Governor  by  the  end  of  June. 

What  is  the  Montana  Poet  Laureate? 

The  Montana  Poet  Laureate  recognizes  and  honors  a  citizen  poet  of 
exceptional  talent  and  accomplishment.  The  Poet  Laureate  also  encour¬ 
ages  appreciation  of  poetry  and  literary  life  in  Montana.  This  position 
was  created  by  the  state  legislature  in  2005. 

What  is  the  term  of  service  and  compensation? 

The  term  of  service  is  for  two  years.  The  award  is  honorific.  The  poet 
will  be  encouraged  to  give  readings  and  presentations  throughout  the 
state  and  may  be  compensated  for  these  activities.  A  poet  who  has  served 
as  Poet  Laureate  may  not  be  re-nominated. 


How  will  Poet  Laureate  nominations  be  evaluated? 

The  Poet  Laureate  will  be  chosen  on  the  basis  of  three  criteria: 

•  Excellence  as  evidenced  by  the  submitted  poetry  sample; 

•  Exemplary  professionalism  as  evidenced  by  an  established  history  of 
substantial  and  significant  publication  in  journals  and  books  including  at 
least  one  book  of  poems  published  by  a  commercial  or  small  press  and 
special  honors,  awards,  fellowships  or  other  recognition; 

•  Advancement  of  poetry  in  Montana  communities  as  evidenced  by  an 
established  history  of  activity  in  Montana’s  literary  community  through 
readings,  publications,  public  presentations  and/or  teaching. 

Receipt  deadline  for  all  nominations  is  April  2,  2007 

For  a  complete  nomination  form  e-mail  sflynn@mt.gov  or  visit  the  web¬ 
site  at  art.mt.gov/resources/resources_plposilion.asp.  You  may  also  call 
Stefanie  at  406-444-65 1 0  or  write  the  Poet  Laureate  Program,  Montana 
Arts  Council.  316  N  Park  Avenue,  Suite  252,  PO  Box  202201,  Helena  MT 
59620-2201. 
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Never  ask  for  money! 

A  values-based  strategy  matches  needs  of  donors 


by  Kelly  Rugglrello 
Reprinted  with  permission  from 
The  Voice  of  Chorus  America,  Fall  2006  issue 

I  admire  those  fundraisers  who  have  creden¬ 
tials  and  degrees  in  development.  I  also  respect 
those  who  have  digested  every  Chronicle  of 
Philanthropy  article,  remembered  every  Major 
Gifts  tidbit,  and  studied  all  the  valuable  and 
informative  Association  of  Fundraising  Profes¬ 
sionals  periodicals.  Sadly,  I  am  not  one  of  them. 

Self-taught  and  thrust  into  fundraising  with 
no  background,  I  always  wished  I  was  more 
learned  in  the  subject.  Instead,  I  figured  it  out 
the  hard  way,  as  many  of  us  do,  having  made 
my  share  of  mistakes. 

Beginning  with  grant  proposals  and  eventu¬ 
ally  graduating  to  auction  items  and  table  under¬ 
writing  solicitations,  there  finally  came  a  time 
when  1  actually  had  to  ask  for  money.  Yikes! 
Who  knew  one  could  have  flu-like  symptoms  at 
the  thought  of  asking  for  money?! 

Eight  years  and  $43  million  fundraising  dol¬ 
lars  later,  here  is  my  street-smart  fundraising 
philosophy: 

Don 't  ask  for  money. . .  ever! 

As  a  former  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  development 
and  now  as  a  chorus 
president/executive 
director,  I  choose  not  to 
view  my  job  as  asking 
for  money.  Instead,  I 
really  do  believe  that  I 
am  a  matchmaker  whose 
job  it  is  to  introduce  a 
vehicle  through  which 
kind,  generous  people 
may  want  to  give  back 
to  their  communities.  I 
am  providing  a  service. 

It’s  not  about  me,  or 
my  chorus’s  financial 
need,  or  my  carefully 
crafted  gift  chart,  or 
even  that  line  item  for 
which  I  am  held  accountable.  Miraculously, 
this  self-less  focus  removes  the  ego  factor  and 
makes  fundraising  much  less  scary. 

1  enthusiastically  share  my  love  of  choral  mu¬ 
sic  with  others  who  may  or  may  not  share  the 
same  passion.  If  they  do,  it’s  a  wonderful  match. 
If  they  don’t,  I  release  them  from  my  prospect 
list  to  find  another  cause  that  is  a  better  match 
for  them.  Then  I  move  on. 

After  my  years  of  learning  put  of  necessity,  I 
have  developed  a  four-step  fundraising  process 
that  even  I  can  remember.  I  share  it  in  hopes 
that  you  will  avoid  some  of  my  mistakes. 

Admittedly,  this  fundraising  tapestry  is 
woven  from  personal  experiences  and  pieced 
together  with  tidbits  remembered  from  too-hast- 
ily-skimmed  articles  and  sound  bites  heard  at 
wonderful  presentations  by  some  of  the  great 
minds  of  fundraising.  So  I  don't  claim  propri¬ 
etary  rights  to  this  process;  I  only  claim  that  it 
works. 

Step  One: 

Ask  yourself  these  questions 

Why  do  you  love  choral  music?  Forget,  for 
a  moment,  the  well-documented  benefits  of 
hearing,  performing  and  educating  others  about 
music.  Why  do  you  love  choral  music?  How 
has  it  changed  your  life?  If  you  can  share  a  few 
memories  and  recall  genuine  emotion,  even 
better. 

What  does  your  chorus  value?  Name  three 
core  values  that  guide  all  of  your  activities  and 
that  are  at  the  heart  of  your  organization.  Use 
single  words  or  phrases  from  your  mission  and 
vision  statements,  such  as:  artistic  excellence, 
diversity,  education,  connectedness,  legacy, 
community,  etc.  Most  prospective  donors 
already  know  what  they  value  and  these  values 
are  the  basis  for  their  giving. 

It  is  helpful  to  use  values  as  the  basis  of  your 
prospect  lists,  and  not  simply  personal  wealth. 
While  seductive,  it’s  ultimately  more  time- 
consuming  and  less  productive  to  begin  with 
affluence  as  the  primary  qualifier.  I’ve  spent 
many  hours  strategizing  over  a  list  of  wealthy 
people  who,  ultimately,  have  no  interest  in 
choral  music. 


You  can  learn  a  lot  about  people  and  what 
they  value  by  looking  through  their  checkbooks! 
After  a  quick  peek  at  my  own,  the  following  per¬ 
sonal  values  emerge: 

1.  Quality  childcare  (after-school  care, 
babysitters,  clothes,  Playstation  games,  sum¬ 
mer  camps,  extracurricular  activities,  field  trips, 
organic  fruit  -  okay,  I  made  that  last  one  up) 

2.  Personal  and  professional  growth  (confer¬ 
ence  attendance,  Curves,  church  activities,  ten¬ 
nis  lessons,  cultural  event  attendance,  etc.) 

3.  Rejuvenation  and  relaxation  (vacations,  the 
occasional  pedicure,  dining  out,  movies,  shop¬ 
ping  ...  I  can  justify  anything  ...) 

What  do  you  value? 

By  the  way,  did  you  notice  that  I  didn’t  sug¬ 
gest  representing  your  conductor  as  the  heart  of 
your  organization  or  a  core  value?  We  all  know 
that  it’s  simply  not  healthy  for  an  organization  to 
revolve  around  any  one  person  -  be  it  conductor, 
executive  director,  or  board  chairman.  Sustain¬ 
able,  successful  solicitations  are  values-based, 
not  personnel-based.  Everyone  and  everything 
serves  the  values,  not  the  other  way  around. 


Sustainable,  successful 
solicitations  are  values- 
based,  not  personnel-based. 
Everyone  and  everything 
serves  the  values,  not  the 
other  way  around. 

—  Kelly  Ruggirello 


Now  that  you  can  articulate  why  music  is  im¬ 
portant  to  you  and  what  your  chorus  values,  you 
are  ready  to  begin  developing  your  relationships 
—  new  and  previously  existing. 

Step  Two:  Share  your  passion 

You’ve  already  tapped  into  your  love  of 
choral  music  -  now  it  is  time  to  share  it.  Discuss 
how  choral  music  has  made  a  profound  and 
meaningful  impact  in  your  life.  Recall  personal 
memories  or  anecdotes  that  evoke  something 
from  within  you,  such  as  enthusiasm,  hope,  even 
sadness. 

Ask  the  prospect  why  music  is  important  to 
her/him.  This  sharing  creates  an  immediate  bond 
that  will  provide  the  basis  for  your  relationship 
and  gives  you  valuable  information  about  the 
prospect. 

Step  Three:  Share  your  purpose 

Share  your  chorus’s  values  and  listen  for 
what  the  prospect  values  to  see  if  they  align.  For 
example,  if  socio-economic  audience  diversity  is 
one  of  your  values,  bring  into  the  conversation 
that  your  ticket  prices  and  venue  selections  en¬ 
sure  equity  and  access  for  all  audience  members. 
Or,  if  your  chorus  values  furthering  the  choral 
art  form,  mention  your  dedication  to  commis¬ 
sioning  new  works  and  your  training  program 
for  young  choral  conductors.  Does  your  prospect 
share  these  values? 

Steps  two  and  three  “qualify”  the  candidate, 
meaning  his/her  answers  help  you  determine 
whether  your  enthusiasm,  passion  and  general 
purpose  are  shared.  This  cultivation  phase 
should  involve  numerous  non-transaction  based 
encounters  (meaning,  don’t  ask  for  anything), 
such  as  meetings,  phone  calls,  personal  notes, 
emails,  lunches,  concerts,  rehearsals,  etc. 

During  one  such  meeting  with  a  prospective 
donor,  I  discovered  that  she  valued  family  and 
tradition  and  loved  the  holiday  season  for  these 
reasons.  This  information  provided  the  basis  for 
soliciting  her  to  underwrite  our  annual  holiday 
concert.  We  matched  values  and  purpose. 

With  a  corporate  prospect,  I  discovered  that 
their  website  touted  such  values  as  exceptional 


customer  service  and  product  quality.  By 
sharing  that  we  have  mutual  values,  a  finan¬ 
cial  partnership  was  formed. 

It  can  take  a  year  for  prospects  to  qualify 
you.  Do  you  share  their  values?  Do  you  meet 
their  need  to  give  back  to  the  community? 
Do  they  trust,  respect  and  like  you  and  your 
chorus? 

Step  Four: 

Solve  a  problem  (aka  "The  Ask") 
State  the  problem  your  chorus  is  trying  to 
solve  based  on  your  values  and  determine  if 
the  donor  wants  to  help  solve  the  problem. 
Notice  I  didn't  say  mention  your  needs  state¬ 
ment  or  case  statement.  This  is  fundraising 
jargon  that  too  often  detracts  from  incorpo¬ 
rating  your  chorus’s  values  into  the  solicita¬ 
tion  or  conversation. 

Consider  these  two  scenarios  and  then 
choose  the  more  compelling  problem  and 
solution  (or  “ask”): 

1 .  Our  chorus  needs  to  build  an  audi¬ 
ence  base  in  a  relatively  new  community 
comprised  of  urban, 
suburban  and  rural 
constituents.  So,  we’ve 
programmed  a  choral 
concert  that  should 
be  easy  to  market  and 
that  will  appeal  to  the 
masses.  Would  you 
consider  sponsoring  this 
concert? 

2.  Our  community  is 
so  new  that  it  doesn’t 
yet  have  an  established 
gathering  place,  such  as 
a  park  or  gym,  where 
residents  of  all  socio¬ 
economic  and  ethnic 
backgrounds  can  come 
together.  As  you  know, 
our  chorus  believes  in 


serving  diverse  audiences.  Our  solution  is  to 
put  on  a  fun  and  exciting  concert  that  will 
engage  families  from  throughout  this  new 
community.  Would  you  like  to  help  us  unite 
our  community  through  music? 

I’d  give,  wouldn't  you?  The  second  ap¬ 
proach  is  clearly  more  compelling  because  it: 

•  States  the  problem; 

•  Qualifies  the  chorus  as  capable  and  in¬ 
terested  in  solving  this  problem  based  on  its 
stated  values;  and 

•  Identifies  a  solution  to  the  problem. 

Now  it’s  time  to  sit  back  and  listen.  Does 

the  donor  commiserate  with  the  problem  and 
agree  with  your  solution?  Does  he/she  have 
other  ideas  or  solutions?  Often,  this  dialogue 
turns  into  a  strategy /brainstorming  discus¬ 
sion  about  other  ideas,  people  who  might  be 
able  to  help  solve  the  problem,  how  to  fix 
this  problem  with  a  long-term  solution  (i.e. 
multi-year  gift),  etc.  and  finally,  with  a  donor 
who  is  ready  to  make  an  investment  of  time 
and  money. 

1  find  that  this  sort  of  values-based  fund¬ 
raising  strategy  works  in  all  situations  -  for 
education  programs,  concert  underwriting, 
capital  campaigns,  or  commission  sponsor¬ 
ships  -  and  at  all  giving  ranges.  It  works 
for  individual  solicitations,  grant  proposals, 
special  events,  or  direct-mail  appeals.  It 
simply  works. 

If  I’ve  done  my  job  well.  I’ve  succeeded 
in  helping  people  find  a  match  between  the 
needs  of  my  chorus  and  the  donor’s  desire  to 
give  back  to  their  community.  Most  people 
want  to  make  a  difference.  After  all,  isn’t  that 
what  we  all  value? 

Author  Kelly  Rugglrello  is  president 
of  Pacific  Chorale,  based  in  Orange 
County,  CA.  She  can  be  reached  by  e-mail 
at  Kelly@pacificchorale.org. 

This  article  first  appeared  in  the 
Fall  2006  issue  of  The  Voice  of  Chorus 
America  and  is  reprinted  by  permission  of 
the  author  and  Chorus  America.  Find  out 
more  about  choruses  in  North  America  at 
www.chorusamerica.org. 
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Chamber 

offers 

insurance 

plans 

The  Montana 
Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  recently 
announced  that 
its  health  insur¬ 
ance  program 
is  now  covering 
more  than  5,000 
Montanans. 

Montana 

Chamber  Choices 
started  in  May 
2004  as  a  group 
health-insurance 
plan,  and  now 
offers  nine  differ¬ 
ent  health  plans, 
ranging  from 
traditional  benefit 
plans  to  High  De¬ 
ductible  Health 
Plans  (HDHPs) 
and  their  accom¬ 
panying  Health 
Savings  Accounts 
(HSAs).  Dental, 
vision  and  life 
options  are  also 
offered. 

Chamber 
Choices  is  de¬ 
signed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  busi¬ 
nesses  with  1  -99 
employees.  To  be 
eligible  for  enroll¬ 
ment,  a  business 
must  either  be  a 
member  of  the 
Montana  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce 
or  any  of  the  41 
local  participating 
chambers. 

For  details,  visit 
www.chamber 
choices.com,  or 
call  the  Montana 
Chamber  at 
888-442-MONT 
(6668). 
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New  online 
resource 
for  artists 

The  Pew  Fel¬ 
lowships  in  the 
Arts  (PFA)  cre¬ 
ated  the  Artists’ 
Resource  Guide 
(www.pewarts. 
org)  as  a  com¬ 
panion  to  NYFA 
Source,  a  free 
online  databank 
available  at  www. 
NYFA.org  and 
administered  by 
the  New  York 
Foundation  for  the 
Arts  (NYFA). 

The  guide  is 
divided  into  topic- 
specific  chapters 
such  as  Promo¬ 
tion  for  Artists  and 
Work  Space  and 
Housing.  Within 
each  chapter,  the 
resources  are 
broken  down  by 
arts  discipline, 
where  relevant, 
and/or  by  sub- 
topic,  and  may  be 
viewed  as  PDF 
documents.  Al¬ 
though  the  guide 
pertains  mostly  to 
the  Philadelphia 
area,  there  are 
many  national 
resources  on  the 
site  too. 

PFA  also 
helps  fund  NYFA 
Source,  which 
offers  free  online 
access  to  the 
nation’s  most  ex¬ 
tensive  databank 
of  grants,  residen¬ 
cies,  publications 
and  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  and  as¬ 
sistance  for  artists 
of  all  disciplines. 
The  organization 
created  the  Artists 
Resource  Guide 
to  augment  that 
effort. 


Tips  for  Performers 


Ten  ways  to  stay  front  and  center  with  presenters 


By  Ann  F.  Mason 
Reprinted  with  permission 
from  the  Winter  2006  issue  of 
Early  Music  America 

10.  Always  send  your  most  recent  CD. 

When  you  release  a  new  CD,  send  a  copy  to 
any  presenter  for  whom  you’ve  already 
performed,  along  with  a  note  about  possi¬ 
ble  tour  dates  with  that  particular  program. 

9.  Proof  your  press  materials. 

Make  certain  that  you  proof  all  of  the  materi¬ 
als  both  you  and  your  manager  send  out. 
I've  received  far  too  many  cover  letters, 
bios  and  program  options  with  typos.  It’s 
especially  regrettable  when  mistakes  are 
found  in  materials  from  an  artist’s  manager 
because  this  individual  is  being  paid  to 
represent  you. 

8.  Update  your  bio  regularly. 

For  a  presenter,  receiving  outdated  information 
is  useless  and  annoying.  It  also  leaves  the 
presenter  with  a  bad  impression.  (Gee,  you 
haven’t  given  a  performance  since  2003?) 

7.  Have  a  professional  group  photo. 

Take  the  time  and  spend  the  money  to  have  a 
professional  photo  taken.  Having  a  buddy 
take  a  photo  in  front  of  a  chalkboard  after 
a  school  show  doesn’t  cut  it.  Often  this 
photo  goes  into  a  season  brochure,  and 
those  unprofessional  photos  do  a  disser¬ 
vice  to  you  as  well  as  the  presenter  trying 
to  sell  your  performance. 

6.  Keep  it  current. 

If  you  use  a  manager,  make  sure  he  or  she 
gets  rid  of  old  photos  when  you  get  new 
ones.  It  is  frustrating  for  a  presenter  to  see 
a  recent  photo  of  an  artist  in  print  when 
you  were  given  a  outdated  one.  Image  is 
everything! 


5.  Keep  in  touch. 

Once  you  perform  for  a  concert  series,  keep 
in  touch;  don’t  assume  your  manager  is 
doing  so!  Time  and  time  again,  I  contact 
managers  of  groups  who  have  been  on  my 
series  for  information  about  their  future 
tours.  They  should  be  knocking  down  my 
door  to  get  their  group  back  on  my  series. 
Start  an  email  list  of  presenter  contacts  and 
email  them  with  news,  reviews,  tours  and 
CD  releases.  If  you  have  a  manager,  how 
well  is  he  or  she  keeping  in  touch  with  your 
contacts? 

4.  Do  your  homework. 

Don’t  waste  time  and  money  sending  out  press 
kits  without  first  getting  background  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  presenter.  I  can’t  tell  you  how 
bad  I  feel  every  time  I  get  a  fancy  mailing 
all  about  a  saxophone  quartet.  It’s  hardly 
opened  before  it  reaches  my  “circular  file.” 
Make  sure  the  places  you’re  sending  your 
kits  actually  present  early  music.  Look  at 
their  websites  and  find  the  right  contact 
people.  You  might  even  consider  emailing 
first  before  spending  money  on  a  mailing. 

3.  Be  a  promotional  machine. 

Once  you  get  the  gig,  do  what  you  can  to  make 
it  a  success.  Be  organized,  responsive,  and 
helpful.  If  the  presenter  wants  to  set  up  an 
interview  to  promote  your  performance  on 
the  series,  do  your  part  to  make  it  happen. 
You’re  not  only  promoting  the  perfor¬ 
mance  in  a  specific  city,  but  also  promoting 
yourselves.  When  presenters  ask  for  your 
bio.  notes  and  program  listing  by  a  particu¬ 
lar  date,  get  it  done  and  to  them  on  time. 
Presenters  are  more  inclined  to  work  with 
the  groups  that  market  themselves  well  and 
work  hard. 


2.  Be  ready  to  sell  your  CDs. 

Bring  CDs  and  plenty  of  them.  Early  music 
enthusiasts  love  to  buy  CDs  of  artists 
they’ve  heard  live,  especially  when  they 
don’t  have  to  pay  shipping.  Make  sure 
you  have  plenty  on  hand  and  offer  to  sign 
them  for  patrons,  too.  Always  coordinate 
with  presenters  regarding  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  CD  sales  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
event.  Don’t  assume  that  all  you  have  to 
do  is  show  up  with  a  box  or  two  of  CDs. 
Maybe  that  is  all  you  have  to  do,  but  take 
the  time  to  be  sure. 

1 .  Connect  with  your  audience. 

In  today’s  competitive  arts  market,  you  need 
to  do  everything  you  can  not  only  to  per¬ 
form  beautifully  but  also  to  connect  with 
the  audience.  Consider  taking  time  during 
your  performance  to  tell  a  funny  story, 
share  an  interesting  fact,  talk  about  your 
particular  instrument,  or  even  thank  the 
presenter  for  having  you  -  my  personal 
favorite.  The  point  is  to  let  the  audience 
hear  your  voice  and  see  your  personality. 
In  so  doing,  you  are  further  connecting 
with  and  enhancing  the  experience  of  the 
audience.  The  most  positive  responses 
I’ve  received  to  the  many  amazing  perfor¬ 
mances  I’ve  presented  are  always  those 
in  response  to  artists  who  took  the  time  to 
step  out  from  behind  his  or  her  instru¬ 
ment  during  a  performance  to  talk  to  the 
audience. 

Ann  Mason  is  the  executive  director  of 
the  Renaissance  and  Baroque  Society  of 
Pittsburgh.  The  article  is  reprinted  with  per¬ 
mission,  ©  2006  Early  Music  America,  Inc. 


Newsletter  offers  resources  for  artists,  crafts  people 


The  Extravaganza  Craft  News,  based  in 
Belgrade  and  published  by  Shasta  McLaughlin, 
is  a  resource  for  craft  artists  and  artisans.  The 
newspaper  offers  event  listings  from  Montana, 
Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  Utah,  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota. 

Information  is  provided  for  juried  and  non- 
juried  art  and  crafts  shows,  crafters’  markets, 
trade  shows,  home  and  garden  shows,  antique 
shows,  farmers’  markets,  gem  and  bead  shows 
and  more.  Suppliers  for  wholesale  and  retail 
craft  supplies  are  also  listed. 


Informational  articles  on  unique  art  and 
crafts,  press  releases  for  trade-show  trainings, 
farmers’  market  conferences,  and  learning  the 
skills  necessary  to  market  your  art  are  just 
some  of  the  topics  included  in  this  monthly 
[  newsletter. 

On  its  website,  artists  can  find  additional 
suppliers  and  reference  materials.  At  the  Busi¬ 
ness  Tools  and  Business  Plan  menu  buttons, 
technical  assistance  articles  and  links  to  good 
resources  provide  additional  assistance  for  help¬ 
ing  artists  to  write  their  own  business  plan,  learn 


about  marketing  and  cash-flow  challenges  and 
even  consider  accounting  programs  that  might 
be  useful  for  moving  an  art,  crafts  and  artisan 
business  to  the  next  level. 

Email  and  web-based  subscriptions  are  also 
available. 

For  further  information,  visit  www.extrava- 
ganzacrafts.com;  write  to  The  Extravaganza 
Craft  News,  Shasta  McLaughlin,  publisher, 

160  Green  Tree  Drive,  Belgrade.  Montana 
59714;  call  406-388-9883;  or  email  shasta@ 
extravaganzacrafts.com 


MetroSheds  offer  unique 

MetroShed  -  described  as  "the  original  modern  prefab  shed" 

-  and  its  creator,  David  Ballinger,  have  teamed  up  with  American 
Artist  magazine  in  the  publication’s  70th  Annual  Art  Competition. 

The  grand  prize  is  one  of  the  MetroShed  studios  valued  at  $12,000 
and  fully  furnished  by  Blick  Art  Materials. 

For  details  on  the  magazine’s  competition,  which  offers  $30,000 
in  prizes,  visit  americanartistcompetitions.com/anniversary/.  Entry 
deadline  is  April  I . 

According  to  a  January  2007  press  release,  MetroSheds  are  used 
for  many  things  but,  more  and  more,  customers  are  using  their  Me¬ 
troSheds  as  art  studios. 

This  gave  Ballinger,  the  designer  of  MetroShed,  an  idea.  The 
avid  art  collector  and  supporter  has  since  developed  MetroAitwork 

-  a  website  designed  to  market  and  showcase  contemporary  artwork 
at  affordable  prices  from  the  world’s  leading  artists. 

Ballinger  also  hopes  to  create  ArtParks  around  the  globe  -  mod¬ 
em  versions  of  the  artist’s  colony,  where  artists  and  buyers  can  come 
together  more  productively. 

Ballinger  hopes  that  by  donating  a  MetroShed  Art  Studio  to 
American  Artist’s  competition,  his  company  can  “encourage  artists 
to  expand  their  creativity  and  help  artists  further  their  careers." 


solution  to  studio  space 

A  visit  to  his  website,  www.metroshed.com,  reveals  that  his 
mission  “is  to  promote  art  appreciation,  to  nurture  the  arts,  to  create 
an  art  community,  to  promote  a  healthy,  conducive  environment  for 

working  and  aspiring 
artists,  and  to  make  art 
accessible  to  all.  By 
making  art  an  integral 
part  of  life,  the  support 
and  appreciation  for  the 
visual  arts  will  grow.” 

Ballinger,  who  says 
his  own  MetroShed  in 
Florida  has  survived 
three  major  hurricanes, 
believes  durability  is 
one  of  the  pre-fabri- 
cated  structure’s  strong 
suits;  however,  their 

product  information  suggests  checking  your  local  building  codes. 

For  details  on  MetroArt,  ArtParks  and  MetroShed,  visit,  www. 
metroshed.com. 


Artists  vie  for  a  MetroShed  studio  in 
American  Artist  contest. 
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Tax  Time  Alert! 

Tax  changes  affect  charitable  organizations  and  donors 


By  Bill  Frazier  ©  2007 

As  tax  time  approaches  once  again,  taxpay¬ 
ers  should  be  aware  of  some  surprising,  tricky 
and  downright  nasty  little  tax  changes  pur  last 
Congress  left  for  us  -  yes,  the  same  Republican 
Congress  and  administration  that  said  no  tax 
increases. 

Accountants,  lawyers,  taxpayers  and  espe¬ 
cially  tax-exempt  organizations  need  to  look  at 
many  of  the  provisions  of  the  Pension  Protec¬ 
tion  Act  of  2006,  much  of  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  pensions,  but  a  lot  to  do  with  eliminat¬ 
ing  or  reducing  what  we  have  come  to  consider 
as  normal  charitable  deductions.  We  are  not 
getting  a  tax  increase,  just  a  reduction  in  our 
customary  tax  deductions. 

Here  is  one  that  art  donors  should  watch  out 
for  if,  for  example,  they  donate  a  painting  (ap¬ 
preciated  tangible  personal  property)  to  an  art 
museum.  It  is  properly  appraised,  the  museum 
accepts  the  item,  and  the  donor  gets  a  fair-mar¬ 
ket-value  charitable 
tax  deduction  for 
the  contribution. 

Up  to  this  point, 
everyone  is  happy 
and  the  correct  re¬ 
porting  document, 

IRS  Form  8283,  is 
filed.  However,  do 
not  count  on  this 
being  the  end  of  the 
story. 

Some  time  later, 
the  donor  of  the  art 
finds  out  that  the 
museum  has  sold 
the  artwork  to  an¬ 
other  museum  or  at 
auction  or  through 
a  commercial  gallery.  This  sale  constitutes  a 
variance  from  the  tax-exempt  purpose  of  the 
museum  because  the  purpose  of  the  museum  is 
to  exhibit  artwork,  not  sell  it. 

The  result  is  that  the  donor  loses  his  fair- 
market-value  deduction  and  instead  only  gets  a 
deduction  for  his  basis  in  the  art,  which  may  be 
minimal  or  nothing.  The  difference  in  the  two 
values  then  must  be  claimed  by  the  taxpayer 
as  income,  in  addition  to  any  other  penalties. 

If  the  donee  organization  disposes  of  the 


donated  work  within  three  years  of  the  gift  of  the 
item,  the  donor  is  subject  to  an  adjustment  of  the 
tax  benefit.  That  term  -  adjustment  -  means  he 
loses  the  deduction. 

This  is  so  important  that  I  am  going  to 
rephrase  it  another  way:  If  a  charitable,  tax-ex¬ 
empt  organization  receives  appreciated  tangible 
personal  property  and  disposes  of  it  within  three 
years,  the  donor’s  deduction  is  reduced  from  fair 
market  value  to  his  basis  in  the  item.  Compound¬ 
ing  this  disaster  is  the  provision  that  requires  the 
donor  to  then  claim  the  difference  in  the  two  dif¬ 
ferent  values  as  income.  (For  reference  see  new 
IRS  Code  6720B.) 

Further  complicating  all  of  this  is  the  re¬ 
quirement  of  much  more  stringent  reporting  by 
museums  of  gifts,  planned  uses  for  them,  and 
statements,  under  oath,  about  whether  the  use 
of  the  donated  item  was  related  to  the  functions 
constituting  the  organization’s  basis  for  tax 
exemption,  i.e.,  its  501(c)(3)  status.  (Note  6050L 
and  IRS  Form  8282). 

These  new  rules 
apply  to  gifts  made 
and  tax  returns  filed 
after  Sept.  1 ,  2006. 
The  penalties  and 
adjustments  under 
these  new  provisions 
can  be  substantial, 
so  be  careful.  If 
you  have  made 
such  a  donation  or 
are  contemplating 
such  a  donation  to  a 
tax-exempt,  i.e.  501 
(c)(3)  organization, 

I  urge  you  to  seek 
professional  tax  ad¬ 
vice  from  someone 
knowledgeable  about  these  esoteric  matters. 

This  act  further  requires,  for  the  first  time,  that 
tax-exempt,  501(c)(3)  organizations,  must  file 
information  returns  and  that  such  returns  must  be 
e-filed.  In  doing  so,  there  must  also  be  informa¬ 
tion  filed  documenting  that  the  organization  is 
maintaining  its  tax-exempt  function. 

This  requirement  will  probably  also  demand 
professional  tax  assistance  and  more  cost  for  the 
organization.  A  paper  filing  will  not  be  accepted 
and  after  a  certain  time  (I'm  unclear  how  long 


As  tax  time  approaches 
once  again,  accountants, 
lawyers,  taxpayers  and 
especially  tax-exempt 
organizations  should  be 
aware  of  some  surprising, 
tricky  and  downright  nasty 
little  tax  changes  our  last 
Congress  left  for  us. 


Bill  Frazier 


but  it  seems  to  be  three  years),  the  exemption 
can  be  lost. 

There  are  new  rules  regarding  gifts  of  frac¬ 
tional  or  partial  interests  in  tangible  personal 
property  (art).  For  example,  this  might  apply 
where  a  donor  wishes  to  donate  an  item  of 
great  value,  a  Remington  perhaps,  to  a  mu¬ 
seum,  by  passing  title  over  a  period  of  time.  If 
all  of  the  gifting  is  not  completed  in  10  years, 
along  with  related  appraisals  and  other  paper¬ 
work,  really  substantial  penalties  apply. 

I  caution  you  to  be  aware  that  significant 
changes  have  been  made  in  appraisal  require¬ 
ments  with  significantly  increased  penalties 
for  violations  applicable  both  to  the  appraiser 
and  the  taxpayer.  A  number  of  new  rules  apply 
to  the  broad  range  of  charitable  deductions 
with  some  IRS  offices  requiring  that  all  gifts 
be  receipted  with  a  statement  that  the  gift,  cash 
or  personal  property,  were  given  without  any 
goods  or  services  provided  in  return. 

All  of  these  requirements  are  going  to 
demand  that  tax-exempt  organizations  change 
the  way  they  are  doing  business,  with  many 
similar  changes  required  of  donors.  * 


Bill  Frazier  served  a  lengthy  and 
invaluable  tenure  as  chairman  of  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Arts  Council.  He’s  in  private  practice 
in  Big  Timber,  and  can  be  reached  at 
406-932-5453  or  artlaw@mtintouch.net. 
MAC  thanks  Art  of  the  West  for  permission 
to  reprint  this  series. 


Heritage  projects  receive  Preserve  America  grants 


Important  heritage  tourism  projects  in  seven 
Montana  communities  will  receive  a  total  of 
$54,690  from  a  federal  grant  secured  by  the 
Montana  Historical  Society,  announced  society 
director  Richard  Sims  recently. 

“Local  heritage  tourism  projects  are  vital  to 
telling  the  Montana  story.  The  Montana  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  is  proud  to  work  with  organizations 
across  the  state  through  a  variety  of  programs 
to  support  important  projects  like  these,”  Sims 
said. 

In  2006,  the  society’s  State  Historic  Preserva¬ 
tion  Office  secured  $90,000  in  funding  through 
the  federal  “Preserve  America”  program  to 
support  local  heritage  tourism  projects.  This  is 
the  second  and  final  round  of  grants  awarded 
on  a  competitive  basis  to  Montana  communities 
under  the  program. 

“It  is  a  goal  of  our  program  to  secure  as  much 
funding  as  we  can  to  support  Montana  com¬ 
munities  to  preserve  and  celebrate  their  historic 
sites  and  resources,”  said  Mark  Baumler,  head 


of  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office.  “Heri¬ 
tage  tourism  is  a  powerful  tool  for  economic 
development  and  this  program  is  a  ’win-win’  all 
the  way  around." 

Here  are  the  communities  and  projects: 

•  Butte  Silver  Bow  Office  of  Community  De¬ 
velopment,  $15,000  -  Working  with  the  Montana 
Preservation  Alliance,  the  organization  will  build 
a  network  of  heritage  trails  to  show  off  southwest 
Montana’s  historic  and  cultural  heritage. 

•  The  River  and  Plains  Society  of  Fort  Benton. 
$3, 100  -  To  design  and  produce  posters  and  bro¬ 
chures  to  assist  in  marketing  their  unique  historic 
sites. 

•  Lewistown,  $5,725  -  To  produce  walking 
tour  booklets  that  market  their  six  historic  dis¬ 
tricts  including  their  widely  recognized  collection 
of  historic  stone  buildings. 

•  Missoula  Historic  Preservation  Office, 
$10,440  -  To  update  their  website  that  features 
walking  tour  maps,  photos  and  facts  about  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  in  their  com¬ 


munity  and  their  nine  historic  districts. 

•  Red  Lodge  and  Carbon  County  Historical 
Society  and  Historic  Preservation  Commis¬ 
sion,  $4,890  -  The  groups  will  work  together 
to  develop  and  produce  an  updated  walking 
tour  map  of  Carbon  County  historic  sites  and 
properties. 

•  Terry,  $  1 0,000  -  Working  with  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  Council,  the  community 
will  more  fully  research  their  cultural  and 
historic  resources  and  begin  to  market  heritage 
trails  that  emphasize  the  area’s  landscape  and 
the  legacy  of  frontier  photographer  Evelyn 
Cameron. 

•  Virginia  City,  $5,535  -  The  community 
will  improve  their  visitor  welcome  signage 
and  enhance  their  heritage  tourism  marketing 
efforts. 

For  more  information  on  heritage  tour¬ 
ism  in  Montana,  email  the  society’s  historic 
grant  manager,  Melisa  Kaiser  Synness,  at 
mkaisersy  nness  @  mt.gov. 
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Apply  now 
for  Save 
America’s 
Treasures 

The  National 
Park  Service  is 
seeking  ap¬ 
plicants  for  its 
Save  America's 
Treasures  2007 
grant  program. 

Save  America’s 
Treasures  makes 
critical  invest¬ 
ments  in  the 
preservation  of 
our  nation's  most 
significant  cultural 
treasures.  Grants 
are  awarded  for 
preservation  and/ 
or  conservation 
work  on  nation¬ 
ally  significant 
intellectual  and 
cultural  artifacts 
and  historic  struc¬ 
tures  and  sites. 

Grant  amounts 
range  from 
$25,000  to 
$700,000  to 
conserve  collec¬ 
tions  and  from 
$125,000  to 
$700,000  for  his¬ 
toric  property  and 
sites  projects.  All 
the  awards  must 
be  matched  one 
to  one. 

Complete 
guidelines,  ap¬ 
plications  and 
information,  as 
well  as  a  data¬ 
base  of  previous 
Save  America 
Treasure’s 
awardees,  may 
be  found  at  www. 
cr.nps.gov/hps/ 
hpg.  Deadline  for 
applications  is 
April  26. 
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Learn  about 
art  at 
the  Getty 
website 

The  website  of 
the  J.  Paul  Getty 
Trust,  www.getty. 
edu,  aims  to  serve 
a  broad  audience 
of  museum-goers, 
professionals, 
and  members 
of  the  general 
public  interested 
in  art,  education, 
conservation, 
scholarship,  and 
philanthropy. 

The  website 
features 

expanded  content 
and  streaming 
media  including 
video  clips 
related  to  artists, 
conservation, 
special 
exhibitions, 
and  works  in 
the  permanent 
collection.  In 
addition  to  a 
library  catalogue 
of  800,000 
volumes  and  other 
online  research 
tools,  the  website 
offers  users  nearly 
54,000  pages 
related  to  works  of 
art.  Professional 
reports  in 
conservation  and 
art  history  are  also 
online  at  www. 
getty.edu. 


pportunities 


Disclaimer:  No  endorsement  Is  intended  or  made 
of  any  product,  service  or  information  either  by 
its  inclusion  or  exclusion  from  the  Opportunities 
section  of  the  State  of  the  Arts.  While  all 
attempts  are  made  to  insure  the  correctness  and 
suitability  of  information  under  our  control  and 
to  correct  any  errors  brought  to  our  attention,  no 
representation  or  guarantee  can  be  made  as  to 
the  correctness  or  suitability  of  that  information 
or  any  other  linked  information  presented, 
referenced  or  implied.  Ail  critical  information 
should  be  independently  verified. 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  & 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries 
-  State  and  Regional 


The  Walking  Man  Frame  Shop  and  Gallery  in 

Whitefish  is  seeking  new  visionary/contemporary 
Montana  artists  to  showcase  during  the  upcoming 
Gallery  Nights  season.  Artist  receptions  are  held 
each  first  Thursday  of  the  month.  May  through 
October,  and  artist  work  remains  hanging  for  one 
month  with  the  possibility  of  longerrepresentation. 
All  media  welcome.  There  is  also  an  outdoor  space 
for  consideration  of  large  multi-media  sculpture. 
Send  an  email  or  snail  mail  with  information 
and  images  to  305  Baker  Avenue,  Whitefish,  MT 
59937orthewalkingman@cyberport.net.  Formore 
information,  call  406-863- ARTS. 

The  Emerson  Center  for  the  Arts  &  Culture  in 

Bozeman  is  now  accepting  applications  for  solo 
and  group  art  exhibits.  The  Emerson  is  committed 
to  exhibiting  the  work  of  both  established  and 
emerging  artists  of  the  region.  An  Exhibits  Advisory 
Panel  of  Emerson  staff,  local  artists  and  community 
members  reviews  these  applications  throughout 
the  year.  Currently  seeking  art  for  a  thematic 
exhibit,  “Art  and  Technology.”  Please  apply  using 
the  exhibit  proposal  form  on  the  website,  www. 
theemerson.org  or  contact  Ellen  Omitz,  Visual 
Arts  Directory,  ellen@theemerson.org  or  call 
406-587-9797.  The  address  is  111  South  Grand, 
Bozeman,  MT  59715. 

Amber  Waves:  Montana’s  Landscapes,  a  juried 
theme  show  focusing  on  the  Montana  landscapes, 
will  beheldJuly  13-Aug.  11  attheBigforkArtand 
Cultural  Center.  The  show  is  open  to  all  media, 
both  three-  and  two-dimensional  work,  and  is  open 
to  all  artists  who  are  residents  of  Montana.  All 
works  need  to  relate  to  the  theme.  Works  should 
be  ready  to  hang  and  or  display.  For  a  complete 
prospectus,  send  a  stamped  self-addressed  business 
size  envelope  to  BACC,  Box  734,  Bigfork,  MT 
59911.  DEADLINE:  April  3,  2007. 

Art  Fair  Jackson  Hole  in  Jackson,  WY,  seeks 
artists  and  performers  for  arts  fairs  July  20-22 
and  August  17-19.  Visit  www.jhartfair.org  for 
application  or  call  307-733-8792.  DEADLINE: 
March  1,  2007. 

Butte  Copper  City  Artists  of  the  Butte-Silver  Bow 
Arts  Foundation  present  the  3 1  st  Annual  Montana 
Interpretations  Juried  Exhibition,  June  1  -July  14. 
Two-  and  three-dimensional  work  is  accepted. 
Juror  is  Julie  T.  Chapman.  $1,500  total  cash 
awards.  $30  non-member  entry  fee  ($25  member) 
for  one  CD  with  three  images.  For  more  info, 
contact  Janice  Bogy,  Show  Chair,  406-494-5558. 
For  prospectus,  send  #10  SASE  to  Butte  Copper 
City  Artists,  PO  Box  4794,  Butte,  MT  59759, 
or  email  pj_wolf@earthlink.net.  DEADLINE: 
April  1,  2007. 

Reclaiming  Our  Voices  is  a  juried  art  show,  open 
to  all  artists,  focusing  on  the  artistic  representation 
of  the  effects  of  sexual  and  domestic  violence  on 
victims  and  the  community  at  large.  This  fourth 
annual  show  (formerly  called  Disclosing  October), 
which  will  hang  in  the  Exit  Gallery  on  the  MSU 
campus  in  Bozeman  April  16-27,  will  coincide 
with  other  events  that  are  part  of  the  nationally 
recognized  Sexual  Assault  Awareness  Month.  All 
two-  and  three-dimensional  mediums  accepted. 
Entry  fee  is$5  perslide;  artist  may  submit  up  to  three 
entries.  For  information,  contact  Brooke  Tummel, 
406-994-1828  or  email  exhibits@montana.edu. 
DEADLINE:  March  7.  2007. 

The  third  annual  Art  Swap  and  Chair  Auction 

will  be  held  April  29  at  the  Emerson  in  Bozeman. 
The  Emerson  is  seeking  inspired  local  artists  to 
embellish  historic  wooden  chairs  from  the  original 
Emerson  theater.  Chairs  will  be  sold  by  silent 
auction,  with  proceeds  going  to  fund  the  Emerson 's 
exhibits  and  education  programs.  Call  the  Emerson 
to  arrange  chair  pickup,  406-587-9797. 


The  Sweet  Pea  Festival  of  the  Arts  is  announcing 
its  annual  poster  contest,  with  a  $1,000  prize  for 
the  winner.  All  ages  and  levels  are  encouraged. 
Hand-delivered  entries  will  be  received  at  the 
Sweet  Pea  Festival  office  noon-4  p.m.  April  26-27. 
For  more  information,  visit  sweetpeafestival. 
org.  DEADLINE:  April  26,  2007. 

The  12th  Annual  Madison  Valley  Arts  Festival 

announces  a  call  to  artists  working  in  all  media  to 
submitentries  foritsjuried  Arts  andCrafts  Show.  The 
festival  is  sponsored  by  the  Ennis  Arts  Association 
and  will  take  place  Aug.  1 1 .  For  an  application, 
write  to  Madison  Valley  Arts  Festival,  c/o  Margie 
Reck,  340  Bear  Creek  Road,  Cameron,  MT  59720; 
406-682-4416;  email:  redmtnranch@yahoo.com. 
DEADLINE:  June  15,  2007. 

The  Wallowa  Valley  Festival  of  Arts  is  seeking 
entries  for  its  Silver  Anniversary  show  to  be  held  in 
Joseph,  OR,  June  1-3.  Entry  forms  are  available  at 
www.wallowavalleyarts.org.  Formore  information, 
call  541-416-4620,  or  email  walterj@eoni.com. 
DEADLINE:  April  23,  2007.  . 

Inland  Crafts,  celebrating  its  25th  anniversary 
Nov.  2-4,  is  now  accepting  jury  applications  for 
participation  in  this  year’s  sales  and  exhibition 
event.  Prospective  craft  artists  and  photographers 
should  send  digital  files,  no  slides  will  be  accepted. 
Requirements  for  jury  are  five  representational 
digital  files  and  two  optional,  a  booth  or  group  shot 
and  a  detail,  the  jury  application  form,  a  one-page 
resume  and  a  $  1 5  jury  fee.  All  information  for  jury, 
including  downloadable  jury  forms,  is  available  at 
www.inlandcrafts.org.  For  more  information,  email 
contact@inlandcrafts.org  or  call  509-981-9916. 

Northcutt  Steele  Gallery  is  reviewing  proposals 
from  artists  for  2007-2009  exhibitions.  Send  cover 
letter  with  resume,  artist’s  statement,  exhibition 
proposal,  image  list,  and  12-20  images  (jpeg 
format,  4”x6”,  300  dpi)  on  CD.  Include  SASE 
for  return  of  submission  and  notification.  Send 
to  Department  of  Art,  Montana  State  University- 
Billings,  1500  University  Drive,  Billings,  MT 
59101-0292.  Visit  www.msubillings.edu/ART/ 
NorthcuttSteeleGallery.htm  for  more  information 
or  call  406-657-2324. 

Summerfair,  now  in  its  29th  year,  is  a  major  summer 
arts  and  crafts  festival  to  be  held  July  14-15  in 
Billings,  featuring  over  1 00  artisans  from  across  the 
country,  and  attracting  over  20,000  people.  Music, 
ethnic  foods,  performing  arts  groups  and  children’s 
activities  contribute  to  the  festive  atmosphere. 
If  you  are  interested  in  applying  as  an  artist  or 
volunteering  for  the  event,  contact  Kim  Albright, 
SummerfairCoordinator,  at 406-256-6804,  ext  239, 
oremail  summerfair@artmuseum.org.  DEADLINE: 
March  15,  2007. 

Bigfork  Festival  of  the  Arts,  to  be  held  Aug. 
4-5  in  Bigfork,  invites  fine  artists  and  crafters, 
musicians  and  entertainers,  and  food  vendors  to 
join  their  celebration.  For  an  application  call  406- 
881-4636  or  visit  www.bigforkfestivalofthearts. 
com.  DEADLINE:  April  15,  2007. 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  & 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries 
•  National 


The  2007  Chelsea  International  Fine  Art 
Competition  is  open  to  all  visual  artists  18  years 
or  older  working  in  any  media  with  the  exception  of 
video  art,  film  and  performance  art.  The  exhibition 
will  take  place  in  New  York  City  at  the  Agora 
Gallery.  For  more  information,  visit  http://www. 
agora-gallery.com/Events/ChelseaFineArtCompe 
tition2007.aspx.  DEADLINE:  March  8,  2007. 

Watermark  2007,  A  National  Works  on  Paper 
Juried  Exhibition,  will  be  held  April  2-24  at 
Southeastern  Community  College  in  Whiteville, 
NC.  Works  are  to  be  created  on  paper  in  any  medium, 


maximum  size  is  24”x36”  framed  or  matted.  For 
information,  contact  David  McCormick  at  910- 
642-7141,  ext.  237,  or  email  dmccormick@sccnc. 
edu.  DEADLINE:  March  13,  2007. 

Portland,  Maine-based  Atlantis  Found 
Publishing  Inc.  announces  the  launch  of  “Words 
Without  Voices”  Online  Album  Art  Competition. 
The  contest  seeks  digital  visual  artwork  submissions 
to  illustrate  the  song  lyrics  of  Conceptual  Artist 
James  Thomas  Fielding.  The  juried  art  competition, 
which  seeks  to  establish  a  new  multimedia  artform 
based  on  rock  "Concept  Albums,”  offers  $6,000  in 
cash  prizes.  The  public  will  select  the  winners  by 
voting  online.  Entry  fees  are  $  1 0  for  one  entry  in  one 
category,  $15  to  enter  both.  For  information,  visit 
www.WordsWithoutVoices.com.  DEADLINE: 
Aug.  31,2007. 

The  Main  Street  Gallery  in  Groton,  NY,  is 
seeking  artist  submissions  in  all  media  for  the 
show  entitled  Stuff  Your  Face,  to  be  held  June  8- 
July  22.  The  theme  of  the  show  is  food,  whether 
it  be  concerned  with  greed,  mass  consumerism, 
poverty,  or  simply  enjoying  the  pleasures  of 
food.  U.S.  artists  18  years  and  older  are  invited 
to  submit  CD  images  or  slides  pertaining 
to  the  subject  matter  for  consideration.  For 
more  information  email  maingal@localnet. 
com  or  phone  607-898-9010.  Website:  www. 
mainstreetgal.com.  DEADLINE:  May  6,  2007. 

National  Small  Art  Quilt  Works  Exhibition  will 
be  held  at  the  The  Main  Street  Gallery  in  Groton, 
NY,  July  27-Sept.  2.  Fiber  art  must  measure  no 
larger  than  16”x20”.  For  full  prospectus  and 

information,  email  maingal@Iocalnel.com  or 

send  SASE  to  105  Main  Street,  PO  Box  161, 
Groton,  NY  13073.  Website:  www.mainstreetgal. 
com.  DEADLINE:  June  8,  2007. 


Grants  and  Fellowships 

The  Matthew  Hansen  Endowment  grants 
awards  for  historical  research,  creative  writing, 
and  wilderness  studies  projects  that  explore 
Montana’s  land  and  people.  Projects  will 
encourage  mindful  stewardship  of  the  land, 
both  wild  and  cultivated,  and  contribute  to  the 
preservation  of  Montana’s  heritage.  Funding 
for  projects  is  competitive.  Proposals  from 
individuals  will  take  precedence  over  those 
from  institutions.  Awards  normally  range  from 
$400  to  $1,000.  For  more  detailed  guidelines 
or  information,  contact  The  Matthew  Hansen 
Endowment,  Wilderness  Institute,  College  of 
Forestry  and  Conservation,  The  University  of 
Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59812;  406-243-5361 ; 
www.forestry.umt.edu/wi;  email:  wi@forestry. 
umt.edu.  DEADLINE:  March  1,  2007. 

The  Art  Jewelry  Forum  is  a  non-profit 
organization  designed  to  nurture  the  field  of 
contemporary  art  jewelry  by  promoting  education, 
appreciation  and  support  for  contemporary  art 
jewelry.  Although  more  than  one  grant  may  be 
made  within  a  calendar  year,  no  more  than  $2,000 
will  be  awarded  annually.  Grants  will  range  from 
$500  to  $  1 ,500.  Exhibitions,  catalog  publications 
and  related  programming  must  be  focused  on 
contemporary  artjewelry.  One-person  exhibitions 
and  monographs  will  be  considered,  as  well 
as  survey  shows  and  accompanying  catalogs 
that  feature  works  by  several  artists.  AJF  does 
not  fund  research  and  development,  including 
study  trips  and  travel  to  conferences.  Museums, 
universities,  other  non-profit  exhibition  spaces 
and  other  organizations  that  are  tax-exempt  may 
apply  to  support  exhibitions  originating  within 
the  United  States  that  are  scheduled  to  open 
prior  to  2010.  Individual  artists,  independent 
curators,  writers  and  decorative  arts  scholars 
whose  projects  are  not  affiliated  with  appropriate 
tax-exempt  institutions,  exhibitions  originating 
outside  the  United  States,  and  exhibitions 
scheduled  later  than  2007  will  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  in  this  giant  cycle.  For  more  information. 
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visit  www.artjewelryforum.org.  DEADLINE: 
Oct.  30,  2007. 

Creative  Capital  is  searching  for  standout, 
thought-provoking,  visionary  and  inventive 
projects  to  fund  in  visual  arts  and  film/video. 
Starting  Feb.  5,  artists  can  apply  for  the  grants 
through  the  website  at  www.creative-capital  .org. 
DEADLINE:  March  5,  2007. 


Workshops/Conferences 


The  Archie  Bray  Foundation  in  Helena  offers 
the  following  workshops:  Discovering  Decals, 
with  Jennifer  Allen,  June  8-10,  $285  plus  $35 
lab  fee;  Work  with  a  Master:  Plaster  Mold  and 
Casting  Techniques,  with  Richard  Notkin,  June 
18-29,  $675  with  $125  lab  fee;  Soda  in  the 
Fire,  with  Gail  Nichols,  $425  with  $50  lab  fee; 
Building  a  Narrative:  Techniques  for  Using  Clay 
to  Tell  Stories,  with  Arnie  Zimmerman,  $285 
plus  $35  lab  fee;  Functional  Pleasures:  Pottery 
Thoughts,  with  Linda  Sikora,  Sept.  29-30,  $200. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.archiebray.org 
or  call  406-443-3502. 

Butte  Copper  City  Artists  of  the  Butte-Silver 
Bow  Arts  foundation  will  present  a  one-day 
workshop  June  2  in  connection  with  the  Annual 
Montana  Interpretations  Juried  Exhibition.  Fee  is 
$150.  For  more  information  call  406-494-5558 
or  email  pj_wolf@earthlink.net. 

Create  and  Build  Puppets  for  the  Classroom, 

sponsored  by  Professional  Development  for 
Educators,  will  be  held  March  I  at  MSU- 
Billings  Downtown  campus.  Barbara  Morrison 
is  the  instructor;  cost  is  $25.  The  workshop  is 
recommended  forteachers  of  grades  one  through 
six.  Call  406-256-8915. 

Basic  Batik,  offered  by  Montana  Western  School 
of  Outreach  in  Dillon,  will  be  held  March  6 
and  March  8.  Cost  is  $25.  To  register,  call  406- 
683-7537. 

Teachable  Traditions:  Folk  Arts  from  Around 

the  World,  a  mosaic  workshop  for  K-S  educators 

will  be  held  March  17  at  the  University  of 
Washington  in  Seattle,  WA.  A  special  keynote 
session  will  introduce  toy  making  from  around 
the  world  with  the  internationally  acclaimed 
toymaker,  Rick  Hartman,  “The  Teaching 
Toymaker.”  The  cost  of  the  program  is  $45.  Pre¬ 
registration  is  required.  For  more  information, 
contact  Allison  Dvaladze  at  dvaladze@u. 
washington.edu. 

Painted  Floor  Cloths  Workshop  with  Kelly 
Apgar  will  be  held  April  14  at  the  Sandpiper 
Gallery  in  Poison.  Cost  is  $60  for  members 
and  $75  for  non-members.  Make  your  own 
painted  canvas  floor  cloth.  Space  is  limited, 
students  are  encouraged  to  register  early.  Call 
406-883-5956  to  register.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.sandpiperartgallery.com,  or  email 
contact@sandpiperartgallery.com. 

Eve  Pottery  in  Great  Falls  will  be  holding  a 
class  for  intermediate  pottery.  Classes  will  meet 
10  a.m.-l  p.m.  Thursdays,  March  8-May  3.  The 
cost  is  $125  plus  clay.  For  more  information, 
call  406-452-9155. 

Sculpting  the  Horse  from  the  Inside  Out, 

sponsored  by  Art  in  the  Bitterroot,  will  be  held 
July  10-14  in  Stevensville.  This  workshop, 
taught  by  Len  McCann,  takes  the  artist  through 
choosing  tools  and  materials,  finding  good 
reference  material  and  the  design  of  the  sculpture 
using  the  armature  and  skeleton.  Each  student 
receives  a  workbook  created  by  McCann 
featuring  perfectly  scaled  diagrams  including  the 
skeleton  and  muscle  groups.  The  class  is  aimed 
at  the  beginner  but  has  material  for  the  more 
experienced  artist  too.  For  more  information, 
contact  Pam  Cote,  Executive  Director  of  Art  in 
the  Bitterroot,  PO  Box  698,  Stevensville,  MT 
59870;  406-642-3200;  www.artinthebitterroot. 
com;  email:  Pam@artinthebitterroot.com. 

A  Watercolor  Workshop  with  Ron  Ranson, 

presented  by  The  Montana  Watercolor  Outfit, 
will  be  held  April  12-16  at  Montana  State 
University-Billings.  Ranson  is  an  English  artist, 
teacher  and  author.  He  is  one  of  the  world’s 
most  traveled  watercolor  teachers,  an  artist  of 
great  patience  and  good  English  humor!  Tuition 
is  $325.  For  more  information,  call  Lou  Lynn 
at  406-259-6400,  or  Madelein  Bladow  at  406- 


256-6124,  email:  dbladl@aol.com.  DEADLINE: 
March  15,  2007. 

Camp  Equinox  Summer  Theatre  Day  Camp 

offers  two  sessions  in  Bozeman  for  kids  entering 
grades  one  through  eight:  June  18-July  12  and 
July  1 6- Aug.  9.  KatieGoodmanandSorenKisielare 
the  artistic  directors,  and  supervise  a  highly  creati  ve 
staff  of  experienced  performing  arts  teachers  and 
guest  performers  from  around  the  nation,  plus  a 
team  of  teen  interns.  For  more  information,  or  to 
register,  call  406-587-0737,  ext.  2. 

!  Custer  County  Art  and  Heritage  Center  in  Miles 
!  City  offers  the  following  workshops:  Raku  Pottery 
Workshop  and  Firing  with  Jim  Bailey,  March  24 
and  April  14,  $  1 2-$  14;  Pysanky  Easter  Eggs  with 
Keely  Perkins,  March  31,  $14-$I6.  Call  406-234- 
0635  to  register. 

The  Lewistown  Art  Center  offers  the  following 
classes  and  workshops:  Artwork  That  Heals,  design 
and  produce  a  piece  of  jewelry  with  Chris  Tremain, 
$50-$55;  Pottery,  Pottery,  Pottery,  April  7  and 
April  14,  $25-$30;  Sketching  with  Bob  Phinney, 
May  12,  $40-$45.  Call  406-535-8278  to  register. 

Montana  Dance  Arts  Association  (MDAA)  will 
hold  its  Spring  Workshop  and  summer  scholarship 
adjudication  in  Helena  April  21-22.  Hosted  by  the 
Creative  Arts  Center,  classes  will  be  taught  in  ballet, 
modem,  jazz  and  tap  by  four  professional  guest 
faculty  from  out-of-state.  These  classes  are  open 
to  all  dancers  age  10  and  over.  Participants  in  the 
summer  scholarship  adjudication  must  be  between 
the  ages  of  12  and  22,  plus  their  primary  teacher 
must  be  a  member  of  MDAA.  Scholarships  range 
from  partial  to  full  tuition  or  $500  to  $  1 ,000  cash  to 
be  used  at  a  specific  summer  dance  program.  More 
information  will  be  posted  by  March  20  at  www. 
mtdanceassociation.org.  Call  406-585-9551. 

A  Native  American  Beading  Class,  taught 
by  Blackfeet  header  Jackie  Bread,  will  be  held 
10:30  a.m.-l  p.m.  every  Wednesday  in  April  at  the 
C.M.  Russell  Museum  in  Great  Falls.  Cost  is  $60 
for  museum  members  and'  $75  for  non-members. 
For  more  information,  or  to  sign  up,  call  406-727- 
8787. 

2007  Summer  Teacher  Institute,  “Creative 
Strategies  for  Teaching  Reading  Comprehension  and 
Fluency,”  will  be  held  June  11-15  at  MSU-Billings 
Downtown  Campus.  Credit  is  available  for  this 
workshop,  taught  by  Kennedy  Center  presenters 
Marcia  Daft  and  Dr.  Rosalind  Flynn.  Call  the  Alberta 
Bair  Theater  Education  Department,  406-256-89 15, 
ext.  206,  for  more  information. 

Fine  Silver  Jewelry  Making:  Fabrication  will 
be  held  July  12- 14  in  Stevensville.  Learn  the  basic 
techniques  used  to  fabricate,  design  and  make  a 
piece  of  fine  jewelry.  You  will  learn  jewelry  making 
techniques  including  cutting  with  the  jeweler’s  saw, 
hand  drilling,  shaping  the  metal  soldering,  setting  a 
stone  into  a  bezel  and  finish  buffing  and  polish  of 
the  piece.  Cost  is  $235  plus  materials  kit.  For  more 
information,  contact  Art  in  the  Bitterroot,  406-642- 
3200  or  email  pam@artinthebitterroot.com. 

The  Depot  Gallery  in  Red  Lodge  offers  the 
following  workshops:  Acrylic  Painting  with  Ann 
Sweeney,  March  10;  O  Joy  for  Color!  Miniature 
Quilts  Class  with  Bobbie  Sacks,  April  14;  and  a 
Museum  Class  with  Linda  O'Connor.  April  28. 
Call  406-446-1370. 

Full  Circle  Art  Classes  offered  at  the  MoFAB 
building  in  Butte  include:  Fiction  for  Publication 
with  Patricia  Briggs,  March  9-10,  $25,  406-498- 
4545;  Yoga  for  the  Arts  with  Megan  O’Keefe, 
Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  406-498-4294;  and 
Clay  Sculpture  with  Marie  Marinovich,  Tuesdays 
March  6-27, 406-494-8357. 

Artist  Business  Seminars  will  be  held  Tuesdays, 
April  10-May  1  at  the  Hockaday  Museum  in 
Kalispell.  Each  week  of  the  series,  different  speakers 
present  aspects  of  art  as  business.  Free  to  members, 
nominal  fee  for  non-members.  Call  406-755-5268 
or  visit  www.hockadaymuseumorg. 

Cancer,  Courage  and  Creativity,  a  six-week 
workshop  for  people  who  have  or  have  had 
cancer,  is  presented  by  Living  Art,  and  will  be  held 
Wednesdays,  Feb.  28-April  4.  The  facilitators  are 
Beth  Ferris  and  Youpa  Stein.  Call  406-549-5329  to 
register  by  Feb.  26. 

The  Holter  Museum  in  Helena  offers  the  following 
workshops:  Basic  Intaglio  Printmaking  with  Kristin 


Marti  ncic,  Tuesdays,  March  6- April  1 3 ;  and  Mixed 
Media  Assemblage  with  Judy  Kline,  March  3. 
For  more  information,  call  406-442-6400,  or  visit 
ww54tholtermuseum.org. 

Get  That  Grant:  Grant  writing  from  Conception 
to  Completion,  a  comprehensive  grantwriting 
training  program,  will  be  held  April  16-19  in 
Bozeman.  Cost  of  the  workshops  is  $750.  For 
further  information  on  the  grantwriting  program, 
or  to  register  for  the  workshop,  contact  the  MSU 
Women’s  Center  at  406-994-3836,  15  Hamilton 
Hall.  Montana  State  University.  Bozeman.  MT 
59717.  DEADLINE:  March  23,  2007. 

Art  Escapes  in  Montana  presents  a  Watercolor 
Workshop  with  Frank  Webb,  April  2-6  at  Glacier 
Camp  in  Lakeside,  MT.  Webb,  an  internationally 
known  teacher,  author  and  award-winning 
watercolorist,  will  demonstrate  daily  his  fast, 
juicy  and  spontaneous  style  with  a  wide  variety  of 
instruction  including  composition  and  design.  For 
information,  contact  Florance  O’Neal  at  406-257- 
0604  or  visit  www.artescapesmontana.com. 


Literature  &  Playwriting 


Lost  Horse  Press  is  now  accepting  submissions 
for  the  Idaho  Prize  for  Poetry  2007,  a  national 
competition  offering  $1,000  plus  publication 
by  Lost  Horse  Press  for  a  book-length  poetry 
manuscript.  All  U.S.  poets  are  eligible.  A  reading 
fee  of  $25  and  a  S  ASE  (for  notification  of  winners 
only;  no  manuscripts  will  be  returned)  must  be 
included  with  the  manuscript.  For  guidelines  or 
additional  information  about  the  Idaho  Prize  for 
Poetry  2007,  check  online  at  w  w  w.losthorsepress. 
org.  DEADLINE:  May  15,  2007. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Appalachian  Festival  of 
Plays  and  Playwrights  will  take  place  July  30- 
Aug.  1 2.  Plays  must  be  written  by  an  Appalachian 
playwright,  or  the  plays  must  contain  Appalachian 
settings  and  themes.  Any  original  play  that  has 
not  been  previously  published  may  be  submitted 
for  consideration.  Six  plays  are  selected  and 
given  staged  readings.  The  writers  of  the  six 
selected  plays  will  be  provided  with  housing  and 
transportation  in  order  to  attend  the  reading  of 
their  plays,  and  will  receive  $250.  The  winner  will 
receive  $500  and  a  mini-production  the  following 
year.  Plays  may  be  sent  to  Nick  Piper,  Director, 
Appalachian  Festival  of  Plays  and  Playwrights, 
PO  Box  867,  Abingdon.  VA  24212.  For  more 
information,  visit  www.bartertheatre.com/season/ 
festival.  DEADLINE:  March  31,  2007. 


Job  Opportunities 


The  Yellowstone  Art  Museum  seeks  a  dynamic, 
outgoing,  hardworking,  experienced  development 
professional  who  enjoys  the  unique  beauty  of 
eastern  Montana.  The  development  director  is 
a  member  of  the  museum’s  senior  management 
team  with  primary  responsibility  for  planning, 
managing,  and  implementing  fundraising  efforts  in 
support  of  annual  operating  needs.  Areas  of  focus 
include  membership,  annual  fund,  special  events, 
sponsorships,  grant  writing,  and  marketing.  The 
museum  has  begun  an  endowment  campaign,  and 
the  development  director  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  play  a  key  role  in  this  initiative.  ABA.  and  five 
years’  experience  are  required,  as  are  exceptional 
communication  skills  (both  oral  and  written), 
strong  organizational  abilities,  diplomacy, 
excellent  donor  cultivation  skills  and  enthusiasm 
for  the  visual  arts.  An  ability  to  work  openly  in  a 
creative  team  environment  is  essential.  Must  be 
able  to  manage  multiple  projects  and  deadlines. 
This  is  a  fulltime,  exempt  position.  Open  until 
filled.  Salary  is  commensurate  with  experience  and 
qualifications.  Please  send  cover  letter,  resume, 
and  three  professional  references  to:  Robyn  G. 
Peterson,  Executive  Director,  Yellowstone  Art 
Museum,  40 1  N.  27th  St„  Billings,  MT  59 1 0 1 . 

Executive  Director,  Montana  Artists  Refuge, 

Basin,  MT.  This  is  a  3/4-time  position.  Duties 
include  program  development,  grant  writing, 
fundraising,  supervision  and  communications. 
Qualities  sought  are  a  passion  for  the  arts,  strong 
organizational  and  interpersonal  skills  and  non¬ 
profit  organization  experience.  Compensation 
DOE.  Send  resume,  cover  letter  and  three 
references  to  PO  Box  8,  Basin,  MT  59631.  For 
information  visit  www.montanarefuge.org  or  call 
406-431-7416.  DEADLINE:  March  26,  2007. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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American 
Craft 
|  Council 
online 

The 

American  Craft 
Council,  an 
organization 
devoted  to 
educating  the 
public  on  the 
value  of  craft, 
has  a  website 
that  provides 
information 
for  both  the 
general  public 
and  the  craft 
world  in  text 
and  images. 
Visitors  to  the 
site,  www. 
craftcouncil. 
org,  will  find 
information 
on  the 

organization’s 
key  programs, 
American  Craft 
magazine,  a 
comprehensive 
library  American 
craft,  and  a 
full  schedule 
of  juried  retail 
and  wholesale 
markets. 

In  addition, 
the  site  offers 
a  discussion 
about  the 
nature  and 
definition  of 
craft,  photos, 
links  to  other 
pertinent 
sites  and  a 
diversity  of 
other  resources 
still  under 
development. 
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National  arts 
resources 

■  National 
Endowment  for 
the  Arts:  1100 
Pennsylvania  Ave., 
NW,  Washington, 

DC  20506;  202- 
682-5400;  www. 
artsendow.gov; 
email:  webmgr  @arts. 
endow.gov. 

-  National 

Endowment  for  the 
Humanities:  1100 
Pennsylvania  Ave., 
NW,  Washington,  DC 
20506;  202-606-8400; 
www.neh.fed.us. 

-  Arts  4  All 
People:  www.arts 
4allpeople.org; 
email:  a4ap@ 
wallacefunds.org. 

•  Americans 
for  the  Arts:  1000 
Vermont  Ave., 

NW,  12th  Floor, 
Washington,  DC 
20005;  202-371-2830; 
www.artusa.org. 

•  American 
Association 
of  Museums: 

1571  Eye  St. 

NW,  Ste.  400, 
Washington, 

DC  20005; 
202-289-1818;  www. 
aam-us.org. 

-  National 
Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation:  1785 
Massachusetts  Ave., 
NW,  Washington,  DC 
20036;  202-588-6000; 
www.national  trust, 
org. 

•  ADA  Services 
Unit:  U  S.  Equal 
Employment 
Opportunity 
Commission,  1801 
LSt.  NW,  Rm. 

9024,  Washington, 

DC  20507; 
202-663-4900  or 
800-669-4000 

for  employment 
questions;  www.eeoc. 
gov/facts/howtofil. 
htm. 

•  New  York 
Foundation  for  the 
Arts:  155  Avenue  of 
the  Americas,  14th 
Floor,  New  York 

NY  10013-1507; 
212-366-6900;  www. 
nyfa.org. 

■  Architectural 
and  Transportation 
Barriers 

Compliance  Board: 

1331  F  St.  NW,  Suite 
1000,  Washington, 

DC  20004;800-872- 
2253;  www.access- 
board.gov. 

■  National 
Rehabilitation 
Information 
Center  (NARIC): 
800-346-2742  or 
800-344-5405  for 
assistive  technology 
product  information. 


The  New  Hampshire  State  Council  on  the 
Arts  invites  qualified  candidates  to  apply  for 
the  position  of  chief  grants  officer  to  oversee 
the  agency’s  grant-making  activities  and  work 
directly  with  New  Hampshire’s  arts  organizations. 
Salary  range  for  this  LG25  position  is  $39,975- 
$54,463.  To  apply,  fill  out  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  employment  application  (visit  www. 
nh.gov/nharts/newsandcalendar/chiefgrantoffice 
rposition.htm)  and  submit  a  resume  to;  Rebecca 
L.  Lawrence,  Director,  NH  State  Council  on  the 
Arts,  2-1/2  Beacon  St.,  2nd  floor.  Concord,  NH 
03301.  Questions  may  be  directed  by  email  to 
Rebecca.  Lawrence  @  dcr.  nh  .gov. 

The  Mid-America  Arts  Alliance  has  two 

positions  open.  1.)  The  development  manager 
plans,  organizes,  pursues,  evaluates,  and  manages 
internal  and  external  systems  and  methods 
for  securing  contributed  income  from  private 
individuals.  Applicant  requirements  are  at  least 
two  years  of  experience  in  fundraising;  excellent 
interpersonal  skills;  demonstrated  organizational 
and  writing  skills;  and  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
appropriate  field,  master’s  degree  preferred. 
Please  send  resumes  via  e-mail  or  fax  to:  Linda 
Gramse,  CAP,  Executive  Assistant.  Mid-America 
Arts  Alliance,  2018  Baltimore  Ave.,  Kansas 
City,  MO  64108;  816-421-1388  x  218;  fax  816- 
421-3918,  or  e-mail  lindag@maaa.org.  2.)  The 
curator  of  art  exhibitions  is  responsible  for  the 
identification  and  implementation  of  new  traveling 
art  exhibition  proposals  for  ExhibitsUSA,  a 
program  of  the  Visual  Arts  and  Humanities  division 
of  Mid-America  Arts  Alliance.  This  position 
serves  as  a  facilitator  between  M-AAA  and  all 
exhibition  organizers,  and  requires  the  ability 
for  clear,  detailed,  and  timely  communication. 
Qualifications  needed  are  an  advanced  degree 
in  art  history,  museum  studies,  or  closely  related 
field;  three  to  five  years  experience  in  a  museum 
gallery  or  other  visual  arts  exhibition  experience; 
and  excellent  written  and  verbal  communication 
skills.  Review  of  applicants  will  continue  until  the 
position  is  filled.  Send  letter  of  interest,  resume, 
writing  sample,  three  references  and  salary 
requirements  to:  Sherrie  Albert,  Mid-America 
Arts  Alliance,  20 1 8  Baltimore  Ave.,  Kansas  City, 
MO  64108;  816-421-1388. 


Residencies 


McColl  Center  for  Visual  Art  Artist-in- 
Residence  Program  for  regional,  national  and 
international  artists  is  taking  submissions  for  the 
center’s  three-month  Fall  2008  session,  (Sept.  8 
-Nov.  24,  2008)  and  Winter  2009  session  (Jan.  5 
-March  23,  2009).  McColl  Center  for  Visual  Art 


offers  artists  private  studios,  a  $2,000  materials 
budget,  and  a  $3,300  stipend.  The  McColl  Center 
is  located  in  Charlotte,  NC.  Information  and 
application  guidelines  are  available  at  www. 
mccollcenter.org.  For  more  information,  contact 
Claudia  Gonzalez-Griffin  at  cgriffin@  mccollcenter. 
org.  DEADLINE:  May  7,  2007. 

The  Montana  Artists  Refuge,  an  artist-run 
residency  program  in  Basin,  offers  one-  to  nine- 
month  residencies  year-round.  Residencies  offer 
artists  of  all  disciplines  a  supportive  environment 
in  which  to  create  new  work  and  explore  new 
possibilities  within  a  small  community  of  other 
artists.  Facilities  include  two  spacious  apartments 
with  separate  20’  x  30’  studios,  one  soundproofed 
apartment  for  writers,  musicians,  composers,  and 
one  studio  apartment  for  writers  or  other  artists 
who  require  minimal  space;  all  include  full  kitchen 
facilities,  double  bed,  private  phone  and  wireless 
internet  access.  The  deadline  for  applications  to 
the  residency  program  from  November  through 
July  is  June  15.  Because  of  the  recent  change  in 
our  application  deadline,  and  the  inevitability  of 
cancellations,  artists  may  contact  us  after  this 
deadline  for  possible  openings.  The  refuge  has  fully- 
funded  residencies  during  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October  of  each  year:  an  MFA 
Graduate  Residency,  in  August,  in  collaboration 
with  four  universities;  the  American  Indian  Artists 
Residency  ( AIAR)  in  September;  and  the  Writers 
Residency  in  October.  The  participating  graduate 
schools  set  the  deadlines  for  the  MFA  residency. 
The  deadline  for  AIAR  applications  is  April  15, 
and  for  the  Writers  Residency,  May  15.  MAR  is 
located  in  Basin,  a  small  town  of  250  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  halfway  between  Helena  and  Butte. 
Contact  the  refuge  at  406-225-3500  or  visit  www. 
montanarefuge.org  for  additional  information 
and  an  application.  You  can  also  send  a  SASE  to 
Montana  Artists  Refuge,  Box  8,  Basin,  MT  5963 1 , 
or  email  mar@mt.net. 

The  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  Foundation, 

Flathead  National  Forest,  Hockaday  Museum  of 
Art  and  the  Swan  Ecosystem  Center  invite  Montana 
artists  to  participate  in  the  2007  Artist- Wilderness- 
Connection  program,  an  artist-in-residence  project 
that  connects  artists  and  local  communities  with 
our  wild  lands.  Professional  working  artists  of 
various  disciplines,  media  and  styles  spend  from 
seven  to  14  days  in  a  remote  forest  cabin  on  the 
Flathead  National  Forest  to  focus  on  their  art.  After 
completing  their  residency,  artists  select  a  format  to 
share  their  talents  and  residency  experience  with  the 
community.  Applications  to  participate  in  the  2007 
program  are  available  at  www.hockadaymuseum. 
org/events.htmorby  calling  the  Hockaday  Museum 
of  Art  at  406-755-5268.  Individuals  and  group 


collaborations  are  invited  to  apply.  Three  Montana 
artists  will  be  selected  for  the  2007  program. 
DEADLINE:  Feb.  28,  2007. 

The  historic  Curley  School  in  Ajo,  AZ,  is 
currently  undergoing  an  innovative  ten-million- 
dollar  transformation  into  live/work  spaces: 
for  artists,  artisans,  writers  and  craft-based 
imaginative  businesses.  In  early  2007,  qualified 
‘creatives’  will  move  into  the  30  loft  apartments  for 
$295-$596  per  month.  Applicants  are  encouraged 
to  apply  now.  For  further  information  or  for  an 
application,  visit  www.curleyschool.com. 


Performing  Arts 


The  Margaret  Kimball  Operatic  Competition  is 

open  to  all  amateur  singers  who  are  U.S.  citizens, 
and  residents  or  students  of  the  states  of  Montana, 
Idaho,  Oregon,  Washington,  Nevada,  Colorado, 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Wyoming  or  Utah. 
Contestants  between  the  ages  of  18-35  must 
submit  two  arias  on  cassette  or  CD.  Ten  finalists 
are  invited  to  Billings  on  July  6  to  compete  for 
cash  awards  totaling  $2,000.  The  winners  are 
invited  to  remain  in  Billings  one  additional  day 
and  sing  in  a  Rimrock  Opera  summer  concert 
event.  For  more  information  or  an  application, 
visit  www.rimrockopera.org/information.html  or 
write  to  Rimrock  Opera,  PO  Box  1 1 ,  Billings,  MT 
59103-0011.  DEADLINE:  March  19,  2007. 

The  National  Dance  Project  (NDP)  provides 
a  system  of  support  for  the  discipline  of 
contemporary  dance  by  funding  the  production 
and  distribution  of  dance  in  the  United  States. 
NDP’s  Production  Grants  provide  support  for 
the  creation  of  new  dance  work  that  will  tour 
nationally.  Grants  generally  range  from  $15,000 
to  $35,000,  and  are  awarded  to  between  1 5  and  20 
dance  projects  annually.  The  application  deadline 
for  Production  Grants  is  April  1 ,  annually.  Visit 
www.nefa.org/grantprog/ndp/ndp_prod_grant_ 
app.html  for  application  guidelines  and  forms. 

The  Ship  and  Anchor  and  Calgary  Folk  Music 
Festival  present  the  4th  annual  Songwriting 
Contest.  Artists  can  submit  their  song  in  one 
category:  Best  Song,  Best  Song  -  Newcomer, 
Best  Song  of  Alberta,  and  new  for  2007,  Best 
Song  -  Youth.  Judges  will  take  lyrics,  melody, 
audience  appeal,  sing-ability,  message  and 
emotional  qualities  into  consideration  in  their 
decisions.  Winners  and  runners  up  will  receive 
a  total  of  $15,000  in  prizes.  For  information, 
contact  the  Folk  Festival  at  403-233-0904  or 
visit  calgaryfolkfest.com  or  shipandanchor.com. 
DEADLINE:  March  9,  2007. 


ARTS  &  CULTURE:  Statewide  Service  Organizations 


MT  Alliance  for  Arts  Education,  Karen  Lauersdorf, 
Administrative  Assistant,  PO  Box  1124,  Manhattan,  MT 
59741;  406-284-4274;  email:  mtmaae@yahoo.com;  www. 
maae.org.  Advocacy  organization  for  arts  education. 

MT  Art  Education  Assn.,  Co-President  Susan  Arthur, 
Flathead  High  School,  644  4th  Ave.  West,  Kalispell,  MT; 
406-751-3500;  email;  arthurs@sd5.kl2.mt.us.  Provides 
professional  information  and  development  for  art  teachers 
in  all  areas. 

MT  Arts,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman,  MT  59771;  406- 
585-9551.  Provides  administrative  services  for  statewide 
organizations  and  some  local  groups  and  acts  as  a  fiscal 
agent  for  emerging  arts  organizations. 

MT  Art  Gallery  Directors  Assn.,  2 1 12  First  Avenue 
North,  Great  Falls.  MT  59401;  406-761-1797;  email: 
montanaart@hotmail.com;  www.mt-magda.org.  Supports 
visual  art  centers  and  galleries  through  traveling 
exhibitions,  technical  assistance  and  an  annual  conference. 

MT  Assn,  of  Symphony  Orchestras,  PO  Box 

1872,  Bozeman,  MT  59771;  406-585-9551;  www. 
montanasymphonies.org.  Provides  resource  sharing, 
imports  musicians  and  conducts  seminars  and  conferences. 

MT  Center  for  the  Book,  c/o  Montana  Committee  for 
the  Humanities,  311  Brantly  Hall,  The  University  of 
Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59812;  406-243-6022,  ask  for 
Mark  Sherouse;  www.montanabook.org.  Organizes  public 
forums  featuring  Montana  authors;  and  promotes  reading, 
book  arts  and  publishing. 

MT  China  Painting  Art  Assn.,  1805  Highland,  Helena, 
MT  59601 ;  406-443-5583.  Promotes  the  art  of  china 
painting,  porcelain  and  glass;  sponsors  a  yearly  public 
show  featuring  nationally  known  teachers. 

MT  Committee  for  the  Humanities,  311  Brantly  Hall, 
The  University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59812; 
406-243-6022;  www.humanities-mt.org.  Presents 
humanities  programs,  awards  grants,  conducts  speakers 
bureau,  reading/discussion  groups  and  teacher  programs. 

MT  Community  Foundation,  101  N.  Last  Chance  Gulch, 
Suite  2 1 1 ,  Helena,  MT  5960 1 ;  406-443-83 1 3; 


email:  mtcf@mt.net;  www.mtcf.org.  Maintains 
endowments  for  nonprofit  organizations  and  awards 
grants. 

MT  Cultural  Advocacy,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman.  MT 
5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 .  Coalition  of  arts  and  cultural 
agencies  that  lobbies  the  state  legislature  to  maintain 
funding  of  cultural  agencies  and  oversees  legislation 
affecting  Montana’s  cultural  sector. 

MT  Dance  Arts  Assn.,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman, 

MT  59771;  406-585-9551.  Sponsors  a  fall  and  spring 
workshop  for  young  Montana  dancers,  administers  a 
summer  scholarship  program  and  presents  a  summer 
teachers’  workshop. 

MT  Institute  of  the  Arts,  PO  Box  1824,  Bozeman,  MT 
5977 1 ;  406-587-7636.  Assists  artists  in  all  disciplines 
through  educational  projects,  information,  and  workshops. 

MT  Music  Educators  Assn.,  President,  Erik  Engebretsen. 
Box  702,  Malta,  MT  59538;  406-654-2002; 
email:  keep@tcc-cmc.net.  Provides  professional  infor¬ 
mation  and  development  for  music  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Painters  Alliance,  Susan  Blackwood  and  Howard 
Friedland,  711  Blackmore  Place,  Bozeman,  MT  59715; 
406-586-4484.  A  statewide  organization  comprised  of 
professional  outdoor  painters  who  seek  to  showcase  the 
vast  variety  and  spectacular  beauty  of  Montana. 

MT  Performing  Arts  Consortium,  PO  Box  1872, 
Bozeman,  MT  59771;  406-585-9551;  www.mt 
performingarts.org.Supports  performing  arts  presenting 
in  large  and  small  communities;  sponsors  an  annual 
conference  showcasing  performing  arts;  facilitates  block¬ 
booking;  and  provides  quick-grants  to  rural  presenters. 

MT  Preservation  Alliance,  516  N.  Park,  Suite  A,  Helena, 
MT  59601;  406-457-2822;  www.preservemontana.org. 
Provides  technical  assistance  and  infor-mation  on  historic 
preservation  issues  through  a  circuit  rider  pro-gram. 
Publishes  Preservation  Montana. 

MT  Public  Television  Assn.,  PO  Box  503,  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  MT  59645;  406-547-3803;  Supports  efforts  of 
Montana's  rural  low  power  public  television  stations; 


provides  technical  assistance  in  video  production  and 
station  application  procedures  and  sponsors  an  annual 
conference. 

MT  Theatre  Education  Assn.  (MTEA),  c/o  Helena 
High  School,  1300  Billings  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601.  A 
K-12  education  resource  for  Montana  theatre  educators; 
present  at  yearly  at  MEA/APT  and  are  affiliated  with 
EDTA. 

MT  Thespians,  State  Director,  Sarah  DeGrandpre,  Big 
Sky  High  School.  3100  South  Ave.  West,  Missoula, 

MT  59804;  406-728-2401;  email:  sdegrandpre@mcps. 
kl2.mt.us.  Provides  professional  information  and 
development  for  theater  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Watercolor  Society,  PO  Box  3002,  Missoula,  MT 
59807;  Ron  Paulick,  membership  chair,  406-453-4076; 
email:  cambrea@mt.net;  www.montanawatercolor 
society.org.  Sponsors  two  annual  workshops,  a  yearly 
Open  Members  show,  a  national  Juried  Watermedia 
Exhibition,  and  a  quarterly  newsletter. 

Museums  Assn,  of  Montana,  MT  Historical  Society, 

225  N.  Roberts,  Helena,  MT  59620;  406-444-4710; 
www.montanamuseums.org.  Supports  museums  of 
all  disciplines  through  annual  conferences,  quarterly 
newsletters  and  technical  assistance  with  museum  issues. 

Rocky  Mountain  Photo  Club,  1518  Howell  St., 
Missoula,  MT  59802;  406-728-5374.  Provides 
photography  education,  professional  information, 
workshops  and  opportunities  for  members  to  show  work 
in  galleries. 

VSA  arts  of  Montana,  PO  Box  7225,  Missoula,  MT 
59807;  406-549-2984;  www.vsamontana.org.  Provides 
information,  technical  assistance  and  workshops  on 
working  with  differently-abled  constituencies. 

Writer’s  Voice  of  the  Billings  Family  YMCA,  402 

N.  32nd  St..  Billings,  MT  59101 ;  406-248-1685. 

Assists  emerging  writers  in  artistic  and  professional 
development;  supports  accomplished  writers;  provides 
public  programs  that  challenge  the  traditional  definition 
of  literary  arts. 
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MAC  Grants  and  Services 


Public  Value  Partnerships 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  is  pleased  to 
continue  operating  support  grants  for  Montana 
non-profit  arts  organizations  under  a  new 
program  entitled  Public  Value  Partnerships. 
Public  value  partners  are  defined  as 
organizations  making  a  positive  difference  in 
the  individual  and  collective  lives  of  the  citizens 
of  the  state  through  the  arts,  and  worthy  of  state 
investment.  These  grants  fund  Montana  non¬ 
profit  arts  organizations  who  have  had  their 
50 1  (c)(3)  status  for  a  minimum  of  five  years 
and  a  half-time  paid  staff  member.  Guideline 
specifics  are  available  on  the  MAC  website. 
Current  grants  run  July  1 , 2006  to  June  30,  2010. 
No  new  applications  are  being  accepted'since 
the  funding  is  fully  committed. 

Cultural  and  Aesthetic  Project  Grants 

In  1975,  the  Montana  Legislature  set  aside 
a  percentage  of  the  Coal  Tax  to  restore  murals 
in  the  Capitol  and  support  other  cultural  and 
aesthetic  projects.  Grant  funds  are  derived  from 
the  interest  earned  on  this  Cultural  Trust. 

Any  person,  association,  group, 
or  governmental  agency  may  apply.  All 
applications  must,  however,  be  officially 
sponsored  by  a  governmental  entity. 
Requirements  include  a  1:1  cash  or  in-kind 
goods  and  services  match  for  Special  Projects 
Under  $4,500,  Special  Projects  and  Operational 
Support.  Capital  expenditures  require  a  3:1 
match  of  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services.  The 
application  deadline  is  August  1,  2008  for  FY 
2010-2011. 

Opportunity  Grants 

Opportunity  Grants  are  given  throughout  the 
year  to  enable  the  council  to  respond  to  artists’ 
or  organizations'  opportunities  or  emergencies. 
Grants  are  available  up  to  $1,000,  and  decisions 
will  be  dictated  by  the  availability  of  funds 
and  the  nature  of  the  request.  Grants  must 
be  matched  1 : 1  in  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and 


services.  Awards  are  made  directly  by  the  council 
and  applications  are  reviewed  monthly. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  by  the 
first  of  each  month.  Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first 
come,  first  served  basis. 

Artists  in  Schools/Communities  Grants 

The  Arts  Education  program  contains  three 
distinct  components  which  provide  participatory 
experiences  in  arts  learning  that  increase  or 
strengthen  participants'  knowledge  and  skills  in 
the  arts. 

1 .  Artist  visits:  The  artist  visits  program 
encompasses  visits  lasting  from  one  to  four  days 
with  no  more  than  four  hours  of  contact  time  per 
day. 

2.  Short-term  residencies:  These  last  one  to 
four  weeks,  or  a  total  of  five  to  20  days  over  a 
longer  period  of  time.  Long-term  residencies: 
These  are  residencies  of  five  weeks  or  longer,  up 
to  one  year. 

3.  Special  projects:  This  funding  broadly 
supports  the  creation  of  projects  that  establish, 
expand,  or  advance  both  school  curriculum  and 
educational  arts  programming.  Projects  that 
support  and  encourage  the  community’s  lifelong 
learning,  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  arts 
are  also  funded. 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  awards  grants  to 
Montana  organizations  that  are  nonprofit  and 
exempt  from  federal  income  tax  under  Section 
501(a),  which  include  the  501(c)(3)  designation 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code,  or  are  units  of 
government,  educational  institutions,  or  local 
chapters  of  tax-exempt  national  organizations. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply,  visit  MAC’S 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1  -800-282-3092. 

Arts  Education  Artist  Registry 

The  Arts  Education  program  supports  a  wide 
range  of  residencies  by  professional  working 
artists  and  local  or  regional  arts  organizations 
(touring  or  locally  based).  Activities  are  hands-on 


and  process-oriented.  The  artist  must  be  able  to 
clearly  communicate  the  concepts  and  skills  of 
the  chosen  art  form  and  relate  well  to  people  in  a 
variety  of  educational  settings. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply  visit  MAC’S 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1-800-282-3092. 

Professional  Development  Grants 

Professional  Development  Grants  provide  matching 
funds  for  Montanans  to:  1 )  attend  seminars,  conferences 
and  workshops  to  further  professional  development 
or  to  improve  artistic  quality,  community  service  in 
the  arts,  or  arts  management  skills  and  operations; 
and  2)  hire  a  consultant  of  your  choice  to  advise 
artists  or  nonprofit  arts  organizations  on  technical 
matters,  specific  programs,  projects,  administrative 
functions,  or  facilitate  strategic  planning,  marketing 
or  development  planning.  The  amounts  of  these  grants 
will  not  exceed  $750  for  individuals  and  $1,000  for 
organizations  and  will  depend  on  available  funds.  A 
1 : 1  match  in  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services  is 
required. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  the  first 
of  each  month.  Applications  are  reviewed  monthly. 
Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis. 

Folk  and  Traditional  Arts  Apprenticeship 
Grant  Program 

The  arts  council  is  committed  to  the 
preservation  and  encouragement  of  traditional 
arts  that  are  passed  on  through  membership 
in  Montana’s  many  ethnic,  occupational  and 
regional  communities.  A  master/apprenticeship 
relationship  in  a  community  setting  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  ways  of  supporting  the  vitality  of 
these  traditional  arts  and  artists.  In  the  Folk  and 
Traditional  Arts  Apprenticeship  Program  master 
artists  are  awarded  $1,500  to  teach  an  apprentice 
over  a  period  of  time  and  in  a  format  decided 
by  master  and  apprentice.  The  next  application 
deadline  to  be  announced. 


Grant  Programs 


Yes,  please  send  me  copies  of  the  following  grant  guidelines  (when  guidelines  are  available) 


Name  _ 

Address  _ 

City _  State  Zip _ 

Phone _ Email  _ 

Send  your  request  to:  Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201, 
Helena,  MT  59620-2201  •  FAX  406-444-6548  •  email  mac@mt.gov 


□  Cultural  Trust  Grant  Application 

□  Arts  Education  Artist  Registry  Application 

□  Fee  Support  for  Touring  Companies  Grant  Application 

□  Artist  in  Schools/Communities  Sponsor  Application 

□  Public  Value  Partnerships  Application 

□  Opportunity  Grant  Application 

□  Professional  Development  Award  Grant  Application 

□  Folk  &  Traditional  Arts  Apprenticeship  Program  Application 

□  Other _ 


Grant  guidelines  and  applications  can  also  be  downloaded  at  http://art.mt.gov 


- - - 

What’s  Happening?  ] 

I  Planning  an  arts  or  cultural  event,  gallery  showing  or  a  performance?  If  so,  State  of  the  Arts  I 
I  would  like  to  know  about  it.  Fill  out  the  following  information  and  send  it  to:  I 

I  Lively  Times,  1152  Eagle  Pass  Tr.,  Charlo,  MT  59824;  | 

|  406-644-2910;  FAX  406-644-2911;  oremailtowriteus@livelytimes.com  | 

Event: _ 


Description 


\  Sign-up  or  update  "] 
l  your  mailing  info  l 

NEW  ADDRESS 

I  Name: _  I 

.  Address: _ 

|  City,  State: _  | 

!  Z'P: _ 


Daytime  Phone 


Event  Location: 


Email  Address: 


Date(s): 


OLD  ADDRESS 


Time(s):_ 

Sponsor: 


Name: _ 

Address:_ 
City,  State: 


Address: 


Zip: 


|  Phone:  _  Email: _  | 

I  Website: _ _ _ 

|  The  Great  Falls  Tribune  also  welcomes  event  submissions.  Please  send  to  Great  Falls  Tribune,  Hot  \ 
l_  Ticket,  PO  Box  5468,  Great  Falls,  MT 59403;  800-438-6600,  ext.  464;  email:  tribfeatures@sofast.net  j 


Daytime  Phone _ 

|  Email  Address:  _ 

I  Mail  to:  Montana  Arts  Council, 

.  PO  Box  202201 ,  Helena,  MT  59620-2201 ; 
^or  go  online  at  www.art.mt.gov 


J 
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Help  us  find 
articles  for 
State  of  the 
Arts 

The  Montana 
Arts  Council 
is  requesting 
submissions 
from  artists  and 
organizations 
on  practical 
professional 
development 
tips  for  artists  for 
upcoming  issues 
of  State  of  the 
Arts. 

Topics  might 
include: 

•  “How  to” 
articles  (i.e. 
marketing  tips 
for  the  beginning 
visual  artist,  how 
to  find  a  publisher 
for  your  first  book, 
doing  your  own 
PR,  writing  an 
effective  artist 
statement  or  how 
to  make  a  CD). 

•  Innovative  arts 
education  projects 
or  statistics. 

Please  limit 
submissions 
to  500  words. 

Call  Arlynn 
Fishbaugh  at 
406-444-6430  for 
more  information. 


1  Great  Falls  Auction  Action;  Midori  visits  Great  Falls 
for  Residency;  Governor’s  Humanities  Awards 

2  Arni’s  Addendum 

3-4  Congrats;  Transitions;  Condolences;  Budget 
Proposes  NEA  Increase;  Arni’s  Addendum  (cont) 

5  Rialto  Restoration;  Humanities  Awards  (cont.); 
Auction  Action  (cont.);  Russell  Auction  Award 

6-7  Books 

8  Music 

9  Montana  Poetry  Celebration 

10  Putting  Arts  at  the  Heart  of  Education;  Student  Tribal 
Government  Project 

11  Lewistown  Art  Lady;  Tribal  Government  Project 
(cont.) 

12  Business  Alliance  Promotes  "Indianpreneurs” 

13  “Cosi  fan  tutte"  by  Rimrock  Opera;  Early  Music 
Festival;  UM  Odyssey  of  the  Stars 

14-16  Arts  Calendar 

17-18  Arts  and  Exhibits;  Auctions  at  Yellowstone  Art 
Museum  and  Hockaday  Museum  of  Art 

19  Rocky  Mountain  Ballet  Theatre’s  Trip  to  China; 

Music  for  Ballet  Class  CD;  Governor’s  Awards  for 
the  Arts  Nominations 

20  New  Library  in  Bozeman;  Poet  Laureate  Nominations 

21  Never  Ask  for  Money  -  A  Values-based  Strategy 

22  Ten  Ways  To  Stay  Front  and  Center  with  Presenters; 
The  Extravaganza  Craft  News;  MetroSheds 

23  Law  and  the  Art  World:  Tax  Changes  and  Charitable 
Organizations  and  Donors;  Preserve  America  Grants 

24-26  Opportunities 

27  MAC  Grants  and  Services 


MONTANA  ARTS  COUNCIL 


-a  |  51143 

State  of  the  Arts 

MONTANA  ARTS  COUNCIL 

316  n8rTH  PARK  AVENUE,  SUITE  252 

PO  BOX  202201 

HELENA,  MT  59620-2201 

V:  406-444-6430;  T:711 

Fax  406-444-6548 

Arts  Ed  Hotline  1-800-282-3092 

http://art.mt.gov 

email:  mac@mt.gov 

Address  Services  Requested 


Montana  Arts  Council 


Jackie  Parsons,  Chairman,  Browning 
Cynthia  Andrus,  Bozeman 
Ann  Cogswell,  Great  Palis 
Rick  Halmes,  Billings 
Betti  Hill,  Helena 
Tim  Holmes,  Helena 
Neal  Lewing,  Poison 
Rob  Quist,  Kalispell 
Kevin  Red  Star,  Roberts 
Kathleen  Schlepp,  Miles  City 
Youpa  Stein,  Missoula 
Wilbur  Wood,  Roundup 


MAC  Staff 


Arlynn  Fishbaugh,  Executive  Director 
afishbaugh@mt.gov  •  406-444-6430 
Carleen  Layne,  Accountant 
clayne@mt.gov  •  406-444-6489 
Kristin  Han  Burgoyne,  Database  &  Grants  Director, 
Accessibility  Coordinator 
khan@mt.gov  •  406-444-6449 
Cinda  Holt,  Business  Development  Specialist 
cholt@montana.com  •  406-777-0090 
Beck  McLaughlin,  Education  &  Web  Services  Director 
bemclaughlin@mt.gov  •  406-444-6522 
Kim  Baraby  Hurtle,  Executive  Assistant 
khurtle@mt.gov  •  406-444-6430 
Stefanie  Flynn,  Administrative  Assistant 
sflynn@mt.gov  •  406-444-6510 


World-class  violinist  Midori  visits  Great  Falls 

See  Page  1 


State  of  Montana  programs 
are  available  to  all  Montanans. 
Upon  request,  an  alternative 
accessible  format  will  be  provided. 
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Pot  building  workshop  participants  getting  creative  in  Miles  City,  at  the  Custer  County 
Art  &  Heritage  Center.  (Photo  by  Jaime  Burkhalter) 


